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Cryptoquip

  This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle. 
  The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
  The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  
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Difficulty Level 9/20

Dear Readers: Here are some important candle 
safety hints from the National Candle Associa-
tion. Take a moment to read these reminders:

Place candles on heat-resistant candleholders 
large enough to catch wax. Make sure candle-
holders are on a sturdy surface in a well-ventilat-
ed area, but not in the direct path of drafts, etc.

Trim down the wick before burning. It should 
be 1/4 inch long. Long wicks can cause uneven 
burning. Do not burn a candle all the way down. 
Discard when there are two inches of wax left.

Never leave a burning candle unattended. Be 
sure the candle is completely extinguished before 
leaving the room or house. – Heloise

P.S.: Candles are lovely to look at and can add 
a wonderful aroma, but without correct cautions, 
they can cause a deadly fire!

TRAVEL HINT
Dear Heloise: When I travel, I program the ho-

tel’s phone number into my cellphone. Then it is 
easily accessible if I need to call to get directions 
or say I am running late. It also has come in handy 
when my luggage was misplaced and I needed to 
give the airport my hotel information. I called the 
front desk, and the hotel provided the airport with 
the info needed. – A Reader in Washington

COOKIES FROM CAKE
Dear Heloise: You had a recipe for making 

cookies from a boxed cake mix. My friend has 
lost his copy. He is diabetic and wanted to know 
if this recipe would work with the sugar-free cake 
mixes. – Connie, via fax

Connie, here you go. This recipe should work 
with the sugar-free cake mixes, too. Use your fa-
vorite flavor cake mix and add 1/4 cup of chopped 
nuts, raisins or chocolate chips. Here are the ba-
sic ingredients:

1 (18.25 ounces) box cake mix
2 eggs
1/2 cup vegetable oil

Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. Mix only the 
above ingredients until blended in a mixing bowl. 
Drop spoonfuls of batter onto a baking sheet (un-
greased) about 2 inches apart. Bake for 8-10 min-
utes. They brown quickly, so watch them care-
fully. Ovens vary, so place the baking sheet on 
the middle rack and stand by for the first batch. 
These quick and easy treats go great with coffee. 

Want to know some of my other favorite cake 
recipes? Order my pamphlet by sending $3 and 
a long, self-addressed, stamped (65 cents) en-
velope to: Heloise/Cake Recipes, Box 795001, 
San Antonio, TX 78279-5001. To easily release 
a cake from the pan, be sure it’s cool, then run a 
knife around the edges. – Heloise

SECURE SOFTWARE
Dear Heloise: I recently purchased a new 

printer. It included a CD of software to install on 
my computer. I taped the CD to the back of the 
printer. I know where it is if I need it. This can be 
used with copiers, computers and fax machines. 
– Katie in Des Moines, Iowa

(c)2012 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Think safety
in using candles

Family Circus • Bil Keane
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 9/21

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Bidding Quiz
1. Two hearts. Your redouble announced 10 or 

more points, but not necessarily heart support. 
By bidding two hearts, you show not only your 
trump fit but also that the redouble was based 
on minimum values (your one extra point above 
a minimum redouble is nothing to get excited 
about). Three hearts would show a slightly stron-
ger hand. Partner should pass two hearts with a 
dead-minimum opening bid and continue bidding 
with anything more.

2. Double. If we assume that partner has a 
normal opening bid -- in which case he will pass 
your penalty double -- East is apt to wind up with 
his arm in a sling. He is likely to go down three -- 
800 points -- and, in fact, he might go down even 
more. It would be a mistake to let East off the 
hook by bidding two diamonds or two notrump at 
this point; some of the juiciest penalties in bridge 
are exacted at the one-level.

3. Two spades. Game in hearts is certain, and 
the spade cuebid is made to alert partner to the 
possibility of a slam. A jump to three hearts (forc-
ing) would not fully reflect the promise of the 
hand, so some other bid -- such as two spades 
(or three spades if you play “splinter” bids) -- is 
necessary to suggest a slam.

Some might argue that the two-spade cuebid 
in this sequence promises the ace or a void in 
spades. However, it is much more flexible to treat 
this cuebid simply as showing a hand with enor-
mous potential for slam. In the present case, with 
your strong minor-suit holdings sitting directly 
over the doubler, plus your excellent trump sup-
port and singleton spade, you have ample justifi-
cation for such a bid.

4. Pass. There is simply no better call avail-
able at this stage. You should therefore let East’s 
spade bid roll around to your partner to see what 
he wants to do. Your pass is 100 percent forcing 
-- partner is not permitted to pass. If he rebids one 
notrump or two hearts -- both weak rebids -- you 
should pass, as you have no extra values. But if 
he names a new suit or makes a jump-rebid, you 
will certainly bid again, while if he doubles one 
spade (for penalties), you will happily pass.

(c)2012 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Bridge • Steve Becker

Hints from
Heloise
•

Heloise


