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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 9/24

  This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle. 
  The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
  The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 9/21

Famous Hand
The scene was the 1947 Vanderbilt team cham-

pionship. It was the last hand of the 36-board 
semifinal-round match, and Dick Frey (South) 
had left with his team ahead after the 35th board 
to catch the 1:15 a.m. train for home. Jigger 
Dornbusch, a reserve member of the team, took 
Frey’s place for the final deal. 

Dornbusch was unaware that his North-South 
adversaries at the other table had already bid and 
made six hearts and that all he had to do to win 
the match was to duplicate this result. Instead, he 
undertook a grand slam.

Dornbusch won the club lead in his hand, 
played the ace of trumps (to guard against West’s 
holding the singleton queen), led a club to the 
queen and took a trump finesse. The finesse suc-
ceeded, but he could not avoid losing a trump 
trick and went down one.

Had Dornbusch taken two trump finesses 
through East – that is, without cashing the ace of 
trumps first – he would have been 2,310 points 
better off. He also would have won the match in-
stead of losing it.

It is doubtful whether, in the long history of 
bridge, there has ever been such a dramatic com-
bination of circumstances revolving about one 
deal. Dornbusch became the goat of the year by 
playing a single hand! Moreover, the hand itself 
proved to be very instructive because, though the 
ace-of-hearts safety play looked attractive, it was 
in fact a terrible blunder.

In attempting to guard against West holding the 
singleton queen, Dornbusch in effect neglected to 
guard against West’s holding the singleton 7, 6, 
4 or 2. These four singletons were four times as 
likely to occur as the singleton queen, so Dorn-
busch’s ace play at trick two was decidedly 
against the odds.

(c)2012 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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Sometimes an unusual piece of furniture is of-
fered for sale, and many collectors fight over it. 

A “Dr. Byrne’s Medical Examination Chair” 
was offered by Skinner Auctioneers of Boston. 
The odd chair was clearly labeled with its name 
and the maker, S. Betz & Co. of Chicago. The red-
painted steel chair also was marked on the foot-
rests with the maker’s name and the words “Mod-
el 1901 Prof. A.H. Ferguson.” The 56-inch chair 
has levers to adjust the back, footrest and height, 
and it can be flattened to use as a table with stir-

rups. Nineteenth-
century medical 
chairs are not of-
ten sold. 

Would you 
buy a 1930 per-
m a n e n t - w a v e 
machine with a 
chair hood and 
dangling cords? 
Would you put a 
1940s washing 
machine in your 
living room near 
a wall of polished 
steel school lock-
ers? 

Few pieces of 
furniture repre-

senting technology (rather than decorative arts) 
have survived, but all of the ones we mentioned 
have sold at recent auctions.

Q: My child-size green lusterware tea set 
is decorated with white and pink flower blos-
soms. The set includes four cups and 3-1/4-
inch-diameter saucers, a 3-1/2-inch teapot, 
and a sugar and creamer. Some of the pieces 
are marked “Made in Japan.” There’s not a 
chip anywhere. Age and value?

A: Many lusterware children’s tea sets were 
made in Japan during the 1930s. Your set was 
probably made then, or perhaps as early as the 
late 1920s. Your set is a small one, without plates. 
It would sell for about $35 to $50.

Tip: Store your card albums flat, not upright. 
This prevents your baseball cards or old valen-
tines from getting bent or damaged. Check the 
album periodically to make sure the pages are not 
sticking together. If you notice any problems, re-
place the pages.

Terry Kovel answers as many questions as 
possible through the column. By sending a let-
ter with a question, you give full permission for 
use in the column or any other Kovel forum. 
Names, addresses or e-mail addresses will not 
be published. We cannot guarantee the return of 
any photograph, but if a stamped envelope is in-
cluded, we will try. Write to Kovels, (Colby Free 
Press), King Features Syndicate, 300 W. 57th St., 
New York, NY 10019.

(c) 2012 by Cowles Syndicate Inc.
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Unusual pieces
spark interest
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This medical-examining 
chair was made in the 
1880s. It sold for $475 at 
auction in 2011. Medical 
antiques are hard to find.


