
Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 10/01

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 9/28

Famous Hand
If you look at all four hands on this deal, you 

might wonder how declarer made six spades. But, 
in fact, he did when it was played in the 1975 
Israel-France European championship match.

The bidding, which included an artificial 
one-diamond opening by South, went as shown 
when an Israeli pair held the North-South cards. 
(The French North-South pair at the other table 
stopped at four spades, making five.) West led 
the queen of diamonds against six spades, and 
declarer, Sam Lev, made his first good move by 
taking the queen in his hand with the king.

He then played the A-K-Q of trumps and queen 
of clubs. East won with the king and returned the 
ten of clubs. Lev took the ten with the jack and 
cashed the ace of hearts, producing this position:

Lev now led the club deuce, and West was in 
trouble. He had to discard a heart or a diamond, 
and either discard was destined to be fatal.

If West parted with a heart, Lev would next ruff 
the six of hearts, lead a diamond to the ace and ruff 
the eight of hearts to establish dummy’s queen as 
his 12th trick. And if West discarded a diamond 
instead, Lev would cash the ace of diamonds, ruff 
a heart and ruff the eight of diamonds to establish 
the nine. Either way, West was a goner.

(c)2012 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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Jacob Petit (1796-1868) was a talented porce-
lain painter who worked for the Sevres factory in 
France, then opened his own shop. He moved his 
company to Paris in 1869. In less than 10 years, 
he had hired about 200 people to make and deco-
rate porcelains. 

They made ornamental vases, statues, clocks, 
inkwells and perfume bottles. A specialty was 
figural veilleuses shaped like sultans or fortune-
tellers. These were tea warmers meant for use in 
the bedroom. Each was a stand with space for a 
candle heater and a teapot. 

Most of the Petit pieces had decorations that 
were colored pink, light green, pale purple, black 
and gold. He used the cobalt-blue initials “J.P.” 
as his mark, but many of his pieces were not 
marked. 

His customers wanted “antique”-style china, 
so he made copies of Sevres vases, Meissen 
figurines, many patterns of English dinnerware, 
Chinese export porcelain and more. These cop-
ies often are mistakenly identified as original old 
pieces. 

But Jacob Petit porcelains are so attractive and 
well-made  they are almost as pricey as origi-
nals. 

Q: I own a heavy wooden chair I purchased 
years ago for $25. The back is marked “P. Der-
by & Co. Inc., Gardner, Mass.” I am interested 
in the history of the chair and its value.

A: Derby, Knowlton and Co. was established 
in Gardner in 1863. Several years later, Mr. Der-
by bought out his business partners. In 1880 he 
established P. Derby & Co. By 1897 P. Derby & 
Co. was listed as the second-largest chair manu-
facturer in the country. It had branches in Boston, 
New York and Chicago. 

The company specialized in cane furniture, but 
also made traditional wooden tables and chairs. It 
went out of business in 1935. Most Derby chairs 
are worth $25 to $50.

Q: I recently bought a ceramic box at a yard 
sale. The base color is white, and the box is 
decorated with gold trim, green vines and a 
green frog. The bottom is marked “Freeman 
Leidy, Laguna Beach, Calif.”

A: California pottery-making was in its prime 
during the 1930s and ‘40s. During World War II, 
California pottery production increased because 
there were no imports from Japan, Germany or 
Italy. 

Freeman Leidy was active in Laguna Beach 
from 1944 to 1955. The company made figurines, 
tiles and giftware. It also made many glazed and 
footed ceramic boxes like yours, often with floral 
designs. Price depends on size. Your box could 
sell for about $200.

Tip: The old-fashioned way to whiten linens? 
Bring a pot of water to a boil and add some lemon 
slices. Take the pot off the stove, add the linens 
and let them soak for an hour or so. Launder as 
usual.

(c) 2012 by Cowles Syndicate Inc.
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