
Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 10/08

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 10/05

Famous Hand
This extraordinary hand was played in a team-

of-four match many years ago by the great Ital-
ian star, Giorgio Belladonna. The bidding went 
as shown, and West led the deuce of clubs against 
six diamonds. 

There were many different lines of play avail-
able to Belladonna, including the one that had 
been chosen by the declarer at the first table, who 
also reached six diamonds and got a club lead. 

At that table, declarer ruffed East’s ace of 
clubs, cashed the A-K of trumps, led a trump to 
dummy’s jack, finessed the queen of spades, los-
ing to West’s king, and eventually finished down 
one. 

But Belladonna, after ruffing East’s club ace at 
trick one, cashed the A-K-J of trumps and then 
discarded the ten of spades on dummy’s king of 
clubs. Next he ruffed dummy’s last club, produc-
ing this seven-card position:

Belladonna now cashed the queen of diamonds, 
placing West in an untenable position. Had he dis-
carded a spade, Belladonna would have thrown a 
heart from dummy and then played the A-Q of 
spades to bring home the slam, scoring two tricks 
with dummy’s 7-6 of spades. When West elected 
to discard a heart instead, Belladonna played the 
A-K and another heart, establishing his fourth 
heart while at the same time forcing West to 
return a spade into the A-Q for the slam-going 
trick.

(c)2012 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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Part of the fun of being a collector is trying to 
identify recently discovered old tools and, if pos-
sible, trace the past owners of the finds. A strange 
brass object was auctioned in Chicago in 2011. It 
was identified as a “mechanical wine pourer.” It 
looks like a construction toy with a rectangular 
“arm” made of brass rods, shaped to hold a bottle. 
The arm is at the top of a 14-inch H-frame made 
of brass rods. Turn a crank at the bottom of the 
frame, and the arm and bottle dip down. It was 
indeed a wine pourer. It was marked “Yeo, Ratc-
liffe & Dawe,” so it 
was possible to learn 
more. The company 
opened in 1946 in 
London, and was 
sold in 1961. 

Online records 
of local archaeol-
ogy studies proved 
the company was 
housed in a build-
ing constructed in 
1415 (yes, it’s al-
most 600 years old!) 
and housed a wine 
merchant even then. 
The building was re-
stored many times, 
and the 1946 resto-
ration revealed an 
amazing history. 

It had been a 
three-story building 
serving as a wine 
merchant’s shop and home. Parts of the original 
15th-century roof, 15th- and 16th-century beams, 
an original fireplace, an old white oak floor and 
18th- and 19th-century additions were found. 
Some of the original plaster mixed with straw 
was still in place. An early woman’s shoe and 
some clay pipes that were hundreds of years old 
also were discovered. 

The mechanical wine pourer dates from the re-
cent owner, sometime around 1950. But the brass 
pourer had extra value for collectors because of 
its time in the historic building. It sold for more 
than $1,950.

Q: In the mid-1980s, I bought a matching 
carved oak buffet, table and four chairs from 
a local Minnesota antiques dealer. I think she 
said she bought the set in the South. There’s 
a plaque in one of the buffet doors that says: 
“Wood Green Furnishing Co., Actual Makers 
of Good Hand Made Furniture, 134b High 
Road, Wood Green, N.22, Telephone Bowes 
Park 2767.” I can find out nothing about this 
furniture maker. Can you help?

A: Wood Green is a district within the city of 
London. The Wood Green Furnishing Co. started 
the legal process of liquidating its assets in 1941, 
so your furniture was made before the 1940s.

(c) 2012 by Cowles Syndicate Inc.
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Wine pourer
has story to tell

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Antiques and 
Collecting

•
Terry 
Kovel

 Few would recognize 
this as a wine pourer. 
It is about 60 years old, 
was used in an English 
bar and sold for $1,952 
at a Leslie Hindman 
auction in Chicago.


