
Cryptoquip

  This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle. 
  The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
  The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  
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Dear Heloise: Like many people, I keep a small 
box of baking soda in my refrigerator to absorb 
odors. I replace the box every few months or so. 
Not wanting to waste the baking soda, I move it 
under my kitchen sink and use it to clean the sink 
and the bottoms of pots. – Eva W. in Florida

You have discovered one of the reasons baking 
soda is an all-time favorite of mine! As a non-
abrasive cleaner, nothing works better or is more 
economical. I have a multitude of hints for bak-
ing soda in my Heloise’s Baking Soda Hints and 
Recipes pamphlet. To receive one, send $5 and 
a long, self-addressed, stamped (65 cents) enve-
lope to: Heloise/Baking Soda, P.O. Box 795001, 
San Antonio, TX 78279-5001. Need a handy con-
tainer for your baking soda? Reuse an old, plas-
tic, round grated-cheese container. Wash and dry, 
then fill it with baking soda to use as needed for 
household chores. Just be sure to label it clearly, 
and keep it away from children and pets. – He-
loise

FROM CONCENTRATE
Dear Readers: When purchasing fruit juice, 

have you ever wondered what the words “from 
concentrate” on the label mean? Well, water is 
taken out of the fruit when harvested, causing it 
to become “concentrated.” Once ready to make 
fruit juice, the concentrate is mixed with water 
during processing (essentially, restoring the juice 
to the way it originally was). – Heloise

BETTER SANDWICH
Dear Heloise: I love to make sandwiches, 

lightly toasted, with melted cheese. When mak-
ing a sandwich, take the bread, then layer the 
meat, followed by the cheese. Place both halves, 
cheese side up, in the toaster oven until melted. 
Now, when adding condiments to the sandwich, 
the cheese is on the inside, melted to the meat, 
NOT to the bread. Flip the cheese and meat from 
one slice of bread onto the other, and add the con-
diment directly to the bread. You can add condi-
ments before finishing with any other ingredients. 
– S.D. in Tennessee

MICROWAVE PLATE
Dear Heloise: I use my old microwave glass 

plate for cooling, cutting and serving homemade 
veggie and fruit pizzas. Since I use a nonstick-
coated pan to bake the dough, I don’t like to cut 
the pizzas on the nonstick surface. So, I slide the 
just-baked pizza crust onto the microwave plate, 
which is the perfect size for a round pizza. – 
MaryLou C., Bardstown, Ky.

GRATING CHEESE
Dear Heloise: I discovered an easier, less-

messy way to grate cheese. I take the stand-alone 
cheese grater and place it inside a large, zipper-
top plastic bag. Now as I grate the cheese, it all 
collects in the bag. Once I lift up the grater, the 
cheese is already contained and ready to store in 
the refrigerator. -- Sarah S., Birmingham, Ala.

(c)2012 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Soda deodorizes,
still cleans sinks

Family Circus • Bil Keane
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By Dave Green
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Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Sherlock Holmes
“Your recent behavior has been quite astonish-

ing, Holmes. For one who prides himself on be-
ing painstakingly careful, you have been remark-
ably careless of late.”

“Watson, my dear fellow,” the great detective 
replied, “what on earth are you talking about?”

“Your alarmingly casual manner at bridge last 
night. In particular, that five-club hand where 
West led the K-A and another heart, which you 
ruffed. All that remained was to resolve how 
to play the trump suit, but instead you fiddled 
around with the diamonds and spades.”

“It was all quite necessary,” Holmes countered. 
“In order to play my trumps properly, I had to 
count out the other suits. Of course, I already 
knew how the spades were distributed.” 

“Spades? But Holmes, the opponents had bid 
diamonds and hearts, not spades.”

“Come now, Watson, surely you remember 
the case of the dog that did not bark in the night. 
Spades were not mentioned by either opponent, 
so that suit had to be divided 4-4. And while East 
had to have four hearts for his bid, the diamond 
distribution was uncertain. In order to learn how 
many West had, I led a diamond to the ace, ruffed 
a diamond, led a spade to the king and ruffed an-
other diamond. When East showed out, I knew 
West had started with precisely five diamonds, 
four spades, three hearts and hence one club.” 

“But West’s singleton club could have been 
the queen,” Watson protested. “He had, after all, 
opened the bidding.”

“The singleton queen was not very likely. 
East needed six points for his heart response, 
and these were known not to include the A-K of 
hearts or the king of diamonds. And if East had 
the Q-J of spades, this would mean that West had 
opened with 12 points, two of which would be a 
singleton queen – surely unlikely. So when I led 
a spade to the ace and took the club finesse, it was 
almost certain to succeed. Indeed, it was all quite 
elementary, my dear Watson.”

(c)2012 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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