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With election past,
cooperation needed

Now that President Obama has been re-elected to serve as
president for the next four years, one change will have to take
place.

There will have to be a renewed spirit of compromise in our
nation’s capital....

The specter of sequestration, across-the-board federal
spending cuts that include a $500 billion cut in defense that
politicians of every stripe seem to agree would be disastrous,
looms with the arrival of 2013. With our national debt swol-
len to $16 trillion and four straight years of $1 trillion deficits,
somebody’s got to wake up and make some real decisions to
address that while also finding a pathway for America to con-
tinue recovering from this devastating recession.

America can’t allow its elected political officials in Wash-
ington, D.C., to collect a paycheck and campaign donations
while they cavalierly point fingers at the other side as excuses
for being useless at their job, which should be to lead the coun-
try. We can’t afford for Democratic or Republican leadership
to draw lines in the sand that no one is willing to step over.

America has thrived because, somehow or another, our po-
litical system managed to meld together the best ideas from
both sides of the aisle, right and left. No party and no ideol-
ogy has proven to be infallible in running our nation, and it’s
past time the so-called leadership in our major political parties
figured that out.

We have the right to expect whoever is in the White House to
actually listen to the opposition party with an open mind, and
to look out for selfish motives within his own party. We have
the right to expect our lawmakers to do what is right, not what
is politically expedient.

Most Americans, we believe, do not expect the federal gov-
ernment to be perfect. But Americans do have the right to ex-
pect it to be functional.

— The Albany (Ga.) Herald, via the Associated Press
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The Donkeypharit and
the Fiscal ClitF.,

Have you ever had one of those “ah-ha” mo-
ments when you realize that you’re no longer
a youngster?

Some of you know what I mean. It happened
to me just a couple of weeks ago on a trip to
Topeka. One evening, I was driving around,
looking for a place to eat, when I saw Buffalo
Wild Wings. Back in my college days, I ate my
weight in wings. My three friends and I would
order a pan of 100 and split them over a ball
game with no regrets.

Nostalgia being what it is, I went in and or-
dered a dozen wings — extra hot garlic — just
like I had years ago. And just like years ago,
they were so very good. I savored every bite.
Unlike those bygone years, though, I did not
walk away without paying a stiff price.

That evening and into the next day, my stom-
ach and colon did all they could to destroy my
will to live. Please understand that even after
all the discomfort, I still love wings. Times
have changed, though, and my decision, based
on the consequences, probably wasn’t the best
one.

That incident in Topeka reminded me of the
recent decision by the college trustees to dis-
continue the Thomas County Tuition Grant,
which will end with students who entered
college this fall. When the program was au-
thorized in the summer of 2001, it was a good
idea that also had financial support.

The college, at the time, received more
than 30 percent of its budget from the state
of Kansas, based on a formula that rewards
higher numbers of students. So the loss of
actual tuition which would have been gener-
ated by those Thomas County students was
offset by additional state aid, based on added
credit hours. But much has changed in the last

 From the
president

decade, and the concept behind the grants,
though still a good one, no longer makes good
financial sense.

It is no secret that the college has been
struggling with financial issues for quite some
time. (We still seriously need folks with the
available means to contribute to the college
— shameless plug.) In reviewing our proposed
scholarship budgets for 2013-14 from across
the institution, we learned that unless we make
some significant reductions, over $1.2 million
would be needed to cover scholarships. That
figure included the Thomas County Tuition
Grant, which totaled around $300,000 for the
current budget year. We needed to cut the total
by about a third. The amount of these grants
was simply unsustainable, given our limited
revenues.

Unlike 2001, today the college receives less
than 15 percent of its money from the state.
Our enrollment has been consistent, with
limited periods of growth in the past decade,
but we have fallen further behind other com-
munity colleges located in metropolitan ar-
eas. Simply put, the “pie” is limited and our
slice — which is based on student credit hours
— grows smaller and smaller. The result is that
the burden of additional revenue to meet ex-
penses has been disproportionately levied on
the people of Thomas County. As such, the

college must be a good steward of your tax
dollars. So our trustees made a difficult deci-
sion to end a program which was simply too
expensive to maintain.

Some people have expressed support for
the change. Others were upset and have let us
know. To both groups, as an employee of the
college and as a parent, I understand. How-
ever, let me reassure you that even without the
tuition assistance, this college is a real value
— high quality, accessible instruction at a price
that is better than most all of our competitors.
And for our students, there is a 5-to-1 benefit-
to-cost ratio on each dollar invested in their
education here, according to a recent economic
impact study. We will continue to strive to be
a first-choice college for the students of north-
west Kansas, especially Thomas County.

Let me conclude by congratulating the men’s
and women’s cross-country teams and their
coaches, James Ortiz and Crystal Berndt. Both
won division titles in the Jayhawk Conference.
with the men’s team winning the regional title
and Coach Ortiz winning the Coach of the
Year award. Great job!

The volleyball team just completed a suc-
cessful season, so congratulations to those stu-
dent-athletes and coaches. Finally, don’t forget
— basketball and wrestling begin this month.
Come on out and watch your Colby Trojans
in action. Until next time, thank you for your
continuing support of our college.

Dr. Stephen Vacik is president of Colby
Community College. Vacik is a native of Fargo
N.D., and was vice president of instruction at
East Mississippi Community College before
moving to Colby.

Majority

Our house, like millions of others, had a very
sleepless night last night. Once the sky started
to crack a little light, we found ourselves in
mourning as we contemplated the gravity of
the election results.

It is now perfectly clear that America has
made it past the tipping point. Just two short
years ago, candidates who espoused and sup-
ported the historical American principles of
self-reliance, free-markets, Constitutional ad-
herence and limited government were elected
in droves. Not so this time.

Now those who depend on government have
outnumbered those whom government de-
pends upon. Since 2009, our nation has added
75 times more folks to the food stamp rolls
than we have added jobs.

It used to be said that Americans voted
with their pocketbooks, and that really hasn’t
changed. What has changed is that business no
longer fills the majority of Americans’ pock-
etbooks — government does. Those who vote
for a living now outnumber those who work
for a living.

Like a re-showing of a bad movie, those of
us who have studied history know where this
is all headed, and that’s what makes us mourn
for the loss of the America that lit the stage of
humankind for these past two centuries.

We know that the forces that desire us to be
serfs to an all-powerful government will grind
America down until it is a mere shadow of its
former self, millions who have fallen for the lie
of socialism. Dictators and tyrants the world

depends on goverment
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over rejoice today as they eagerly pursue their
twisted designs without interference from the
Land of the Free and the Home of the Brave.

Our debt will crush us. Our accepted depen-
dence on someone else to pay for our food, our
housing, our babies, our child care, our col-
lege, our health care, our business profits and
all manner of things we rightly should pay for
ourselves is what got us into this mess. In a
very short time, the financial zombie we know
as the American monetary system will fall
over dead. There will be lies spun as to what
happened, but many of us will know the truth
and we will be madder than heck.

Our tyrant in chief will now be unrestrained
in his selective enforcement of law, his pen-
chant for class warfare, his love of Islam, his
distain for our Judeo-Christian foundation and
his outright contempt for our Constitution.
Karl Marx and Mao Tse-tung would be proud.

But before he and the ilk fully extinguish
America’s light, there is hope. There is always
hope so long as there are willing patriots left
on the battlefield with breath left in them. The
forces of tyranny are not assured of their suc-

cess, as the forces of freedom are not yet done.
There are yet millions of patriots who, like our
original Founders, are willing to pledge “our
lives, fortunes and sacred honor” to restore
this nation to it’s rightful and God-given role
as the light of all mankind.

Therein lies our task. Do not take counsel
from your fears. Do not despair. Strengthen
your resolve to stand for freedom and righ-
teousness. Sacrifice what you have to leave
something for generations yet unborn.

Last night, this author succeeded in being
elected to his first official position (as county
commissioner). I take this small step as a sim-
ple man with little spare time or finances and
with children in college and some yet at home.
I, like hundreds of others throughout this great
nation, have understood the gravity of our situ-
ation and have put what I have on the line.

Not all need serve in plain sight, but all are
needed to serve. Patriots, hear the voice of
our God calling! Put on your white shirt and
face the new America of today with courage.
Work with all that you have to restore America
to greatness. Be forceful in thought and sure
in action and we, like our Founders of yore,
will one day be remembered as the generation
that, with God’s strong arm, gave something to
mankind of incalculable value.

May God yet Bless America!

Ken Klemm, Goodland
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