
A team of Fort Hays State Uni-
versity leadership studies stu-
dents, including one from Colby, 
has taken second place in the sixth 
annual International Leadership 
Association Student Case Compe-
tition in Denver. 

Laura Dougherty, a Colby se-
nior; Jill Moeder, a Hays senior; 
and Megan Rinkenbaugh, Augusta 
junior, competed against schools 
including the University of San 
Diego, the eventual winner, and 
the University of Pittsburgh, the 
third-place team.

Washburn University, Topeka; 
Kansas State University, Manhat-
tan; and Marietta College form 
Ohio also fielded teams. Dough-
erty, a 2008 graduate of Colby 
High School, is the daughter of 
James and Rosanne of Colby.

The competition included a 
written case-study analysis, a 
poster session and a final presen-
tation connecting the case study 
to conference presentations the 
association’s 14th annual global 
conference. 

“The Department of Leadership 
Studies is incredibly proud of the 
work that these students did, not 
only to prepare for the contest, 
but to represent themselves, the 
department and the university 
throughout the competition and 
conference,” said Dr. Jill Arens-
dorf, department chair.

Each student received a one-
year ILA membership as a prize.

“I was grateful to have the op-
portunity to listen to and learn 
from leadership scholars, academ-
ics and practitioners from all over 
the world,” said Moeder. “Being 
able to represent Fort Hays State 
University … was an honor.”

“I learned a lot, not only from 
the conference but from Laura and 
Jill as well,” said Rinkenbaugh, 
praising her teammates. 

Arensdorf said preparation be-
gan about the middle of Septem-
ber when the students received 
the case-study information. All 14 
teams in this year’s undergradu-
ate competition worked the same 
case, which involved a real-world 
children’s learning center that was 
facing problems in organizational 
structure and with employees. 
The identity of the company was 
concealed, said Arensdorf, but the 
situation was real.

Dougherty, Moeder and Rinken-
baugh then prepared a brief with 
their recommendations and solu-
tions. They analyzed the situation 
and proposed solutions based on 
theoretical framework and what 
would work in that specific situ-
ation.

“They had to use the content 
from their leadership studies 
classes in their work,” she said. “It 
was exciting and rewarding to see 

them making the connection from 
the classroom to these real experi-
ences.”

The team submitted its brief 
before the conference in Denver. 
The first night of the conference, 
the team exhibited its poster at the 
poster session. The final stage of 
the competition was a presenta-
tion to the three judges, who had 
evaluated the written brief and 
the poster session. The students 
not only had to present their case, 
but they were also expected to 
work into their case what they had 
learned at the conference itself.

“It was about a month-long pro-
cess for them,” said Arensdorf. 
“Going through the process and 
competing was worth a lot for 
them and for Fort Hays State, to 
have our team show so well and 
to be ranked so highly at the clos-
ing.”

For more information on donating blood, please call 
1-888-719-8929 or in the Wichita area, 268-0834
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To have your 
ad placed in 
the Business 
Directory call 

Kathryn or
Janene today 
785-462-3963

James DesRoches | High Plains Plumbing
785-672-5032  Available 7 days a week

We offer a large range of quality 
service, repair & new construction in the 

residential & commercial market.

High Plains Plumbing | 462 US Highway 83, Oakley, KS 67748
www.highplainsplumbingks.com | Email: highplainsplumbingks@gmail.com

Dr. Tom Barlow
Dentist
785-460-7538

Appointments
Readily Available

505 H N. Franklin, Colby

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
Mobile Home 
Lots for Rent

$175 Month
(includes water, sewer & storage shed)

FREE Month with approved application
Friendly Acres
Mobile Home Park

1150 S. Franklin, Colby
 Call 785-462-6445

Representing many companies to 
provide all your insurance needs:

• Home, Auto, Boat, Motorcycle, RV
• Farm and Crop Insurance
• Commercial Property, Automobiles
• General Liability, Workers Compensation
• Inland Marine, Builders Risk
• Auto Service Shops
• Body Shop and Collision Repair
• Contractors 
• Restaurants
• Salons and Day Spas
• Strip Malls, Condominiums
• Churches, Schools, Day Care Centers

P.O. Box 506 • 490 N. Franklin
Ph: 785-462-3939 • Fax: 785-462-3752

Serving NW Kansas for over 100 years.

dtubbs@thomascountyins.com • www.thomascountyins.com

 For great coverage 
     and customer 

     service contact me!

Dennis R. Tubbs/Agent

Meadow Lake
Restaurant & Lounge

785-460-6443
1085 E Golf Club Rd. • Colby, KS

Monday Nights
$1 Draws

Saturday Nights
Prime Rib

Baalmann Mortuary
190 S. Franklin • P.O. Box 391 • Colby, KS 67701 

(785)462-2331

All Harrison Chapel Prearrangements will be honored

“Family Serving Families”
• Funeral & Cremation Services
• Monuments & Prearrangements

Live at the resort in your 
RV Oakley/Colby!

Live in your RV at the #1 
rated RV resort in Kansas. 

$495 monthly rent - includes 
water, sewer, electric & cable TV!

We sell PROPANE PROPANE PROPANE!

Swimming pool, hot tubs, clean restrooms, Propane available, 
clubhouse and laundry room, and store! 

We only have a few sites available for monthly guests, so call us now.

425 East Hill, Colby, KS         
785-462-6642

WHO YA GONNA CALL?

ROOFMASTERS
Serving Colby for over 30 YEARS!

Licensed
Bonded
Insured

FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL
Heritage Shingles

Wood Shingles
IR Shingles

Stone Coated Steel
Metal Panels

COMMERCIAL
EPDM Rubber

White TPO Single Ply
Modified Systems
Built up Systems

Elastomeric Coating

!

!

785-460-1858 Phone  *  785-460-7356 Fax 

Quality Title
   & Abstract, Inc.
160 East 4th
    Colby, KS

785-460-1858  Phone  *  785-460-7356  Fax

Soon to be

    located at...

Nancy LePell Bookkeeping
165 East 3rd - Colby, KS 67701

785-462-7428
Income Tax Preparation - Individual, Business and Estates

Accounting and Bookkeeping
Business and Financial consultation

Christy Griffith, RTRP          Nancy LePell, EA, ChFC, CB
Working to bring you the best possible solutions

NEW SYSTEM
      PROFESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING

(800) 611-6735
www.MyWindowCleaner.net
Serving Colby since 1992!

Commercial • Residential • Free Estimates

David Browne III
550 N. Franklin
Colby, KS 67701

David Browne III
550 N. Franklin
Colby, KS 67701

GIZMOS
820 S. Franklin, Colby KS

785-443-0900

Wednesdays & Fridays
10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Appointments Anytime

MURRAY ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION
RESIDENTIAL  •  COMMERCIAL  •  INDUSTRIAL

Jim Murray 
Owner

780 E. 4th St.
Colby, KS 

67701

JM Tree and Lawn Service
“A cut above the rest!”
785-462-6908 Office

785-443-1339 Cell
785-460-9208 Fax
murrayroofing2004@Yahoo.com

Plum Creek, Ltd.
Stylish & Sophisticated Affordable Quality

Mens & Womens Clothing 
Elite Tuxedo Rentals

Store Hours:  
9 am - 5:30 pm M - F 
9 am - 4 pm Sat.

475 N. Franklin, 
Downtown Colby  

785.460.1978

BUSINESS DIRECTORY


Colby native on winning team 
for Fort Hays State leadership

JUDY ROGERS/Golden Plains High School
Tori Fringer (from left), Emmy Fringer, Rebecca Bange and Tayler Petersen performed in the 
girls chorus during the Western Kansas Liberty League Vocal Clinic at Golden Plains High last 
Tuesday.This was the first year that both middle school and high school clinics were held at 
the same time and place. The concert included performances from both groups.

Learning to sing in harmony

PITTSBURGH (AP) – A nation-
ally known billboard firm is turn-
ing to – what else? – its billboards 
to speak out against a Pittsburgh 
City Council plan to tax the mes-
sage board.

Lamar Advertising of Baton 
Rouge, La., is targeting the coun-
cil members who are proposing 
the 10-percent tax, Natalia Rudiak 

and Darlene Harris. One billboard 
lambasting Rudiak says, “Worst 
Economy In 50 Years. Natalia Ru-
diak Says: Let’s raise taxes.”

The company’s attorney, Jona-
than Kamin, says Lamar paid 
more than $60,000 in permit fees 
for its billboards last year, not to 
mention real estate taxes and do-
nates free ad space to nonprofits.

The council members, however, 
are undeterred and getting a kick 
out of the ads.

Rudiak almost drove off the 
road laughing at one sign targeting 
her that says, “Politicians all want 
free advertising. Thanks, Lamar.”

Protests of ad tax runs on billboards


