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Area/State

Weather

National Weather Service
Tonight: Mostly clear, with a
low around 21. Northeast wind
around 5 mph becoming south
after midnight.

Friday: Sunny, with a high
near 58. Breezy, with a south
wind 5 to 10 mph increasing to
15 to 20 mph in the afternoon.
Winds could gust as high as 30
mph.

Friday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 33. South
wind 10 to 15 mph.

Saturday: Sunny, with a high
near 60. South wind 5 to 10 mph
becoming light.

Saturday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 29.

Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a
high near 59.

Sunday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 35.

Monday: Sunny, with a high
near 63.

Monday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 35.

Tuesday: Sunny, with a high
near 63.

Tuesday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 35.

Wednesday: Sunny, with a
high near 65.

Wednesday: High, 62; Low 21
Precip: Wednesday None

Month: 0.05 inches
Year: 11.74 inches
Normal:  20.03 inches

(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset
Friday 7:30 a.m. 5:28 p.m.
Moon: waxing, 12 percent
(U.S. Naval Observatory)

Filmmakers inspired by letters

From “LETTERS,” Page 1

their story in front of us, that’s
when I think we both kinda
looked at and said this is a film
(and) at this point in time, a
wonderful story. And we can let
wheat and G-K Farms be a ve-
hicle to really tell a story about
the American Dream and about
those things that are so impor-
tant.”

It took them about three
months to get through all of the
letters, Kriss said, because the
men wrote to one another almost
daily and they carried on full
conversations back and forth.
Using the letters gave Kriss
and Duvall the ability to use the
characters’ own words.

“So when I say we had a con-
versation,” Kriss said, “it liter-
ally was as if we brought them
into the room. And these letters,
this was the emotion. This was
how they talked about the emo-
tion of what was going on, their
feelings.

“So when you hear the mov-
ie and you listen to them and
you’re in the movie, when you
hear John Kriss speak and you
hear Ray Garvey speak ... it’s
their words. The only part that
was written in this film was the
narration. Everything else is fac-
tual from them or an interview

that we did.”

The filmmakers chose to film
most of “Harvesting on the High
Plains” in Thomas County and
Colby because this area is home
to the Kriss family.

“All Krisses have a tendency
to refer to Colby as home,” Kriss
said. “...We had the assets to be
able to film here. The land is
still operational here, my father
still farms, so we still had that
ability to get out here and have
the land. And we also wanted to
shoot part of Colby.”

He said he is thankful to the
people at the Colby/Thomas
County Chamber of Commerce,
the mayor, the police depart-
ment and the people who came
out and wanted to be part of the
film.

“It’s kind of a community
undertaking,” Duvall said, “so
it was really kind of a sense
of pride for Colby and what it
stood for and these people giv-
ing back, too.”

Kriss said he wouldn’t have
felt right about filming the mov-
ie anywhere else.

“I wouldn’t have felt good
filming a film about western
Kansas and not be in western
Kansas,” he said.

The process began in late
2010 when Kriss and Duvall be-
gan raising money for the film.

He said they had a few benefac-
tors help out, too.

Kriss said 2011 was a heavy
production year and then 2012
was when they began compil-
ing the film and polishing it
off. They finished editing it this
summer and the composer, Rob
Pottorf, took only a month to
write the original score.

However, the filmmakers
came across some obstacles in
the final month and a half of get-
ting the film ready.

All the pieces, the editing,
composition, etc., were brought
together in Washington just as
Hurricane Sandy hit. Duvall
said this added to the culmina-
tion of the film.

She said even though the
1930s ere a different time, the
film’s message still holds true
for what’s going on today.

“It’s kind of a very timely
message,” she said, “because
even though the time is different,
it still correlates to the same is-
sues and problems that are faced
today. So that’s what this film
really is about; it’s an inspira-
tion; it’s stating that tough times
don’tlast forever and that there’s
going to be an end to people’s
problems and challenges. It kind
of instills that sense of faith and
that sense of strength in all of us
that we all possess.

“Kriss and Garvey are both
great characters, and they had a
great fortitude for what they be-
lieved in and what they wanted
to accomplish at one of the worst
times in history. They overcame
so much and they didn’t have
it easy, and that’s kind of the
inspiring message I think that
comes through in this film.”

The duo has another film in
post-production which will be
released in April. Kriss describes
the film, titled “Vanishing Hem-
lock,” as a modern piece with a
historical bent about one man’s
attempt to save the Eastern
Hemlock, a beautiful tree that
has basically been wiped out by
a small bug that came over from
Europe in the 1950s.

He said this movie aligns with
Inspirit Creative’s goal, which
is to inspire thought and create
action as well as relate to the
human experience, just as “Har-
vesting the High Plains” does.

“‘Harvesting the High Plains’

is a manifestation of the
American Dream,” Kriss said.
“...it’s within all of us. It’s some-
thing we can seize ourselves and
make happen.”

“Harvesting the High Plains”
will air on Smoky Hills Public
Television and Kansas Public
Telecommunications  Service
Inc. stations at 7 p.m. tonight.

Oil company to pay $4.5 billion for spill
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fend the company against the remaining
civil claims.”

The settlement includes payments of
nearly $2.4 billion to the National Fish and
Wildlife Foundation, $350 million to the
National Academy of Sciences and about
$500 million to the Securities and Exchange
Commission.

London-based BP PLC said in a statement
that the settlement would not include civil
claims under the Clean Water Act and other
legislation, pending private civil claims and
state claims for economic loss.

The charges BP will plead guilty to in-
clude 11 felony counts of misconduct or
neglect of ships officers, one felony count
of obstruction of Congress and one mis-
demeanor count each under the Migratory
Bird Treaty Act and the Clean Water Act.
The 11 counts related to the workers’ deaths
are under a provision of the Seaman’s Man-
slaughter Act.

The obstruction charge is for lying to
Congress about how much oil was pouring
out of the ruptured well.

Attorney General Eric Holder was sched-
uled to discuss the settlement at an after-

noon news conference in New Orleans.

BP made a profit of $5.5 billion in the
third quarter.

The largest previous corporate criminal
penalty assessed by the Department of Jus-
tice was a $1.2 billion fine imposed on drug
maker Pfizer in 2009.

The Deepwater Horizon rig, 50 miles off
the Louisiana coast, sank after the April 20,
2010, explosion. The well on the sea floor
spewed an estimated 206 million gallons
of crude oil, soiling sensitive tidal estuaries
and beaches, killing wildlife and shutting
vast areas of the Gulf to commercial fish-
ing.

Nelda Winslette’s grandson Adam Weise,
of Yorktown, Texas., was killed in the blast.
She says somebody needs to be held ac-
countable, even if it doesn’t end her fam-
ily’s pain.

“It just bothers me so bad when I see the
commercials on TV and they brag about
how the Gulf is back, but they never say
anything about the 11 lives that were lost.
They want us to forget about it, but they
don’t know what they’ve done to the fami-
lies that lost someone,” she said.

The spill exposed lax government over-
sight and led to a temporary ban on deepwa-

ter drilling while officials and the oil indus-
try studied the risks, worked to make it safer
and developed better disaster plans.

BP’s environmentally-friendly image was
tarnished, and independent gas station own-
ers who fly the BP flag claimed they lost
business from customers who were upset
over the spill. BP chief executive Tony Hay-
ward stepped down after the company’s re-
peated gaffes, including his statement at the
height of the crisis: “I’d like my life back.”

The cost of BP’s spill far surpassed the
Exxon Valdez spill in 1989. Exxon ulti-
mately settled with the U.S. government for
$1 billion, which would be about $1.8 bil-
lion today.

The government and plaintiffs’ attorneys
also sued Transocean Ltd., the rig’s owner,
and cement contractor Halliburton, but a
string of pretrial rulings by a federal judge
undermined BP’s legal strategy to pin blame
on them.

At the time of the explosion, the Deepwa-
ter Horizon was drilling into BP’s Macondo
well. The rig sank two days later.

After several attempts failed, engineers fi-
nally were successful in capping the well on
July 15,2010, halting the flow of oil into the
Gulf of Mexico after more than 85 days.

Red Cross needs help with supply due to Sandy

From “SUPPLY,” Page 1

As many as 80,000 blankets have been
delivered to the mid-Atlantic region, as
forecasts called for colder temperatures
and millions were still without power in
New Jersey and New York.

Saturday Evening

“Every day we’re sending more and
more workers and supplies into these
states as quickly as possible,” said Char-
ley Shimanski, senior vice president of
disaster services. “...we are dedicating as
many resources as we can to these hard-
hit areas.”

November 17, 2012

People can make a donation to help re-
sponse efforts by going to www.redcross.
org, calling (800) RED-CROSS, (800)
733-2767, or texting the word “RED-
CROSS” to 90999 to make a $10 dona-
tion.

People who have downloaded the free
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Red Cross app on their mobile phone can
use the donate feature.

Contributions can be mailed to the
American Red Cross, Box 37243, Wash-
ington, D.C.,20013.

Briefly
Episcopal women

are selling holiday nuts

The Colby Episcopal Churchwomen
are selling fresh-crop pecans, walnuts
and cashews for the holiday season.
Almonds, pralines, chocolate covered
pecans and mixed nuts are also avail-
able. Call Martha Hullett at 462-2505
for delivery or you can make a purchase
at Colby Canvas, 285 E. Third St.

Booster Club holding

wreath fund raiser

The Colby High School Booster
Club is holding a holiday wreath fund
raiser, and orders are due by Friday.
The wreaths are made from noble fir,
with five other greens mixed in. They
are decorated with English holly, juni-
per, cedar, pine, yellow/tan juniper and
two pine cones. The wreaths cost $40
and will be delivered by mail to your
home the first week of December. For
information, call Debbie Giebler at 462-
0693.

First Baptist Church

plans holiday dinner

The First Baptist Church of Colby
invites everyone to a Thanksgiving din-
ner from noon to 1 p.m. Saturday at the
church, 615 W. Webster. For informa-
tion, call the church at 462-2867.

Youth to hold

Thanksgiving dinner

The senior high youth of the Colby
United Methodist Church invite every-
one to a Thanksgiving Dinner on Sun-
day. The group will serve a traditional
dinner from 11:30 a.m. 1 p.m. All pro-
ceeds will go to missions and ministry.
Contact Kim Barnett at the church of-
fice, 460-2761, for information.

Colby fourth graders

to perform musical

Colby Grade School fourth grad-
ers will hold a musical called “Forever
Christmas” at 2 and 7 p.m. Monday,
Dec. 3, in the grade school auditorium.
This event is free, and everyone is wel-
come. For information, call Jennifer
Koel at the school at 460-5100.

Thanksgiving service
set in Colby Sunday

Colby’s annual Thanksgiving Service,
sponsored by the Thomas County Min-
isterial Association, will begin at 6 p.m.
Sunday in the Frahm Theater at Colby
Community College. Charles Taff of the
Levant Community Church will speak,
with music by a praise band from the
Celebration Community Church. For
information, call Jarrod Spencer at 460-
6322.

Santa City will open
on Friday, Nov. 23

Santa City, in the Scout Hut at Fike
Park, will open it doors for the season
from 1 to 5 p.m. Friday, Nov. 23. The
display will then be open every week-
end from 1 to 5 p.m. and starting Mon-
day, Dec. 10, the winter wonderland
will be open weeknights from 6 to 8
p.m. On Christmas Eve, Monday, Dec.
24, Santa City will be open from 1 to
3 p.m. Admission is free, but donations
are welcome.
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