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Area/State

Weather

National Weather Service
Tonight: Mostly clear, with a
low around 19. Northeast wind 5
to 15 mph becoming southwest
after midnight.

Tuesday: Sunny, with a high
near 57. Southwest wind 10 to
15 mph decreasing to 5 to 10
mph in the afternoon.

Tuesday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 23. Calm wind
becoming southwest around 5
mph after midnight.

Wednesday: Sunny, with a
high near 60. South wind 5 to
10 mph.

Wednesday Night: Mostly
clear, with a low around 25.

Thursday: Sunny, with a high
near 60.

Thursday Night: Mostly
clear, with a low around 30.

Friday: Sunny, with a high
near 61.

Friday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 34.

Saturday: Sunny, with a high
near 62.

Saturday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 35.

Sunday: Sunny, with a high
near 63.

Wednesday: High, 74; Low 32
Thursday: High, 61; Low 22
Friday: High, 50; Low 22
Saturday: High, 77; Low 18
Sunday: High, 55; Low 25
Precip: Wednesday None

Thursday ~ None
Friday None
Saturday None
Sunday None
Month: 0.05 inches
Year: 11.74 inches
Normal:  20.03inches

(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset
Tuesday 7:42 a.m. 5:222 p.m.
Moon: waxing, 99 percent
Wednesday 7:43 a.m. 5:22 p.m.
Full moon at 8:46 a.m.

(U.S. Naval Observatory)

City Council holds oft on contract

From “COUNCIL,” Page 1

McGreer suggested changing
part of Wildflower’s proposed
contract to say the company
may, rather than will, attach its
utility lines to city poles. Coun-
cil members said they did not
want taxpayers to foot the bill
for attaching any lines to the
utility poles, and Friesen said he
would be willing to add a clause
to the contract giving the firm
responsibility for attaching the
lines.

Council Member Pat Mallory,
manager of the S&T Commu-
nications office in Colby, sat in
the audience for this part of the
meeting to any avoid conflict of
interest. He told the other coun-
cil members that he could not

remember whose idea it was for
S&T to bury its lines.

The council approved a mo-
tion to upgrade the city’s SCA-
DA, or Supervisory Control and
Data Acquisition, system for
about $150,000 from Micro-
Comm, a company based in
Kansas City. McGreer described
this as the city’s “heart system,”
since it controls the water sys-
tem, monitors the sewer system
for equipment failure and pro-
vides security for city property.

-“If that system goes down,”
he said, “were essentially hand-
pumping everything.”

Technology Director Mike
Albers said that the software
for the system was upgraded
about three years ago, and this
upgrade is for hardware, which

will be replaced with the newest
components available in spring
or early summer.

The new hardware compo-
nents will be able function to
without help from the system’s
central controller, Albers said,
which is better for a variety of
reasons, including the fact that it
allows more flexibility.

In other business, the council:

e Approved a bid on a new
mower for the parks department
for $14,464 from Lang Diesel.
Public Works Director Omar
Weber said the mower is a re-
placement.

e Tabled a decision to add a 3
percent increase to the hangar
lease fees at the city airport after
some discussion about the way
the lease was written. The annu-

al increase in fees had been rec-
ommended by the airport board
just before the last meeting.

* Heard that Mayor Gary Adri-
an had received a letter from the
Kansas League of Municipali-
ties asking to have its next re-
gional fall meeting in Colby.

e Heard that McGreer will
meet with the Kansas Depart-
ment of Transportation on road
projects in town in January,
and that a bid letting should be
brought before the council that
month.

e Agreed to a request from
the school board to take the old
scoreboards from the commu-
nity building and use them in
the elementary school, although
some members wondered why
the school would want them.

Norton prison needs more mentors

From “PRISON,” Page 1

from job interviews to making a budget to

bark on their new life.

“When you’re in prison, all of your deci-
sions have been made for you,” she said.

As a result, she said, even the simplest
life choices are often daunting for former
inmates. Inability to make a living legally
can lead them to fall back into old habits.

Twenty years ago, for instance, a woman
named Helen spent 15 years in prison for
writing bad checks. After being released,
she stood outside the women’s prison in To-
peka and begged to be let back in. She had
a mental illness and had lost her family con-
nections while in prison. Several years later,
Thornton said, she died alone and homeless

on the streets of Wichita.

Mentors are asked to give offenders the
help that Helen did not have. This includes
both moral support and also coaching for ba-
sic life skills, lending advice on everything

grocery shopping.
“The reason these

4.0 grade average.

Offenders have to

themselves into this situation beforehand is
they couldn’t think things through,” Thorn-
ton said. “We’re just teaching them, we’re
improving their life skills.”

In contrast to Helen’s story, a young man —
who went to prison after he fired a shot into
a crowd that killed someone — successfully
participated in the mentoring program. Now
he’s married, going to school for graphic de-
sign at Fort Hays State University and has a

“If they can make it six months on their
own in the community,” she said, “they’re
going to make it a long time.”

program, Thornton added. They are inter-
viewed beforehand to determine if they will
likely make a successful re-entry into soci-
ety. They take cognitive thinking classes to

help prepare them to leave prison.

Thornton said she trains her mentors,

people have gotten

too, teaching them how to work profession-
ally around offenders and not to do every-
thing for them. Mentors must be at least
21, have no drug or alcohol problems and
pass a background check. They need to be
non-judgmental, nurturing and consistent,
she said, and able to maintain professional
boundaries. Each mentor and offender are
pre-screened to make sure that they will be
a good match.

Mentors might help offenders out with

small things, or help them find social ac-

apply to be in the

ks.gov.

tivities at churches or in community groups
outside the crowd they were with before
they got into trouble.

“It’s amazing that people will take the
time to help out,” Thornton said.

To become a mentor, contact Thornton
at (785) 871-7190 or lisa.thornton@doc.

School board discusses building improvements

From “SCHOOL,” Page 1

fund by three mills if it will be
used to pay for the projects. She
said she felt that the fund would
need to be raised to its limit. It is
used to raise money for equip-
ment and major maintenance
projects

DeYoung said the board set
the levy for the fund at 5 mills
from 2010 to 2015. The district
is allowed by law to take as
much as 8 mills, she said, but
the board would have to pass a
resolution to raise the tax. The
extra 3 mills would add about
$200,000 a year to the fund, al-

though that depends on property
valuation in the district, which
could rise or fall.

Board members voiced con-
cerns about possible budget
cuts by the state. Member Omar
Weber, who works for the city,
said at a meeting of the Kansas
Municipal Energy Association,
where he heard that the state
might have to cut its budget $1.2
billion over the next few years,
starting with $400 to $700 mil-
lion next year.

Member Angie Gaede, who
works for the county Health
Department, said she had heard
the same figure. Gaede and

Harrison both reported hearing
of a possible 10 percent cut to
all programs as well. Harrison
said she had heard that the state
promised not to make the cut to
school budgets, but did not think
that promise could be kept.

“I don’t know,” she said, “but
I just don’t think they can do
it.”

The other way to pay for the
improvements would be to issue
bonds and borrow the money,
Gaede said.

“Knowing all that, I think that
the bond (issue) is our safest
route,” she said.

Harrison said that it might be

harder to convince the public to
go along with a bond issue on
vague-sounding subjects such as
the heating and cooling systems
for schools.

Barton disagreed, saying that
people would understand the
need to fix these problems right
away. Board Vice President Tra-
cy Rogers said that he had heard
of many bond issues passing re-
cently in Kansas.

Other programs, which had
used private donations to raise
money for schools, were brought
up, before the board concluded
the discussion without making
any decisions.

Department plots teacher evaluation course

TOPEKA (AP) — Kansas teachers and ad-
ministrators are working with the state De-
partment of Education to develop an evalua-
tion system to measure their performance.

The Topeka Capital-Journal reports (bit.
ly/UnCvyA) that the Kansas Education
Evaluation Protocol is a pilot program in
place in about two dozen districts.

It is part of the state’s efforts to comply

Act.

with the requirements of a federal waiver
it received under the No Child Left Behind

All school districts will have to imple-
ment some system of evaluation by the
2014-15 school year. Some may use the
KEEP system, while other districts could
use programs already in place.

State officials say the next step will be

_ Sponsored by the

linking the evaluation system with student
performance. A commission of teachers and

administrators are working on that transi-

tion.

Brian Jordan, director of leadership ser-
vices at the Kansas Association of School
Boards, said the commission is wrestling
with questions that no school district or
state has definitively resolved.

Briefly
Holiday shopping event

planned at 4-H building

The 10th Annual “Harvest of Holi-
days” Extension program, “Simply
RED,” and the Women of K-State’s
second annual fund raiser for Genesis-
Thomas County food bank will be Tues-
day at the 4-H Building on West Olive
Street in Colby. Participants will enjoy a
three-part program with food and deco-
ration ideas for the holidays. Admission
is $5 to cover costs. Call 460-4582 to
register. The Women of K-State event
will run from 5 to 9 p.m. to give every-
one time to take in both. Bring nonper-
ishable food items for Genesis and the
Food 4 Kids backpack program — and
some money for shopping.

Storyteller to recreate
Ellis Island at the library

Actress and storyteller Pippa White
will present “Voices of Ellis Island” at 7
p.m. Thursday at the Pioneer Memorial
Library. Admission is free. For informa-
tion, call Melany Wilks at 460-4470.

KanCare meeting
coming to Colby

Seating is limited for a Kansas Phar-
maceutical Association’s KanCare road-
show meeting in Colby. Representatives
from the association and state Medicaid
staff will be at the Holiday Inn Express
at 4 p.m. Saturday to discuss changes
that KanCare will cause for the phar-
macy industry. Registration is free for
members and $30 for nonmembers. Go
to the association website or call (785)
228-2327.

Christmas Light Parade

set for this weekend
Starting at 5:45 p.m. Sunday, down-
town Colby will be all lit up for the an-
nual Christmas Light Parade, with the
theme “A Merry Little Christmas From
A to Z.” Santa will lead the way from
the corner of Second Street and Frank-
lin Avenue to Santa City. The deadline
to register a float is Friday. Forms are
available at the Chamber office, 350 S.
Range, Suite 10. Contact the Chamber
for questions at 460-3401 or at colby-
chamber@thomascounty.com.

Holiday homes will be

open for tour this week

The Holiday Home Tours will be
from 2 to 5 p.m. Sunday. Tickets are
$10 for adults and $5 for children at the
Colby United Methodist Church, 950
S. Franklin; Horlacher Jewelers, 442
N. Franklin Ave.; at any of the homes
during the event; or from any of the
Methodist women. On the tour are the
homes of Evan and Regina Barnum,
770 N. School; Dr. Stephen and Can-
dace Vacik, 540 Woofter; and Mike and
Jeanene Brown, 1070 W. Third St. For
questions, call Kathy Calliham at 462-
2081.

Kappa Upsilon sorority
to sell baked goodies

Kappa Upsilon sorority members will
be selling baked goods from noon to
2 p.m. on Sunday at the Colby United
Methodist Church. Goodies are $7 per
pound. Contact Pam Augustine for
questions at 443-1806 or 460-2924.
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