
When Dr. Marion J. Renner of 
Goodland made house calls, he 
took his doctor’s bag and his pi-
lot’s license. 

From the 1930s through the 
1960s, “The Flying Doctor” served 
remote areas of northwest Kansas, 
sometimes flying 50 miles each 
day to check on a heart patient or 
up to 300 miles for an emergen-
cy at an isolated ranch. For rural 
northwest Kansans in the mid-
20th century, Dr. Renner’s flying 
house calls were often the differ-
ence between life and death. 

Dr. Renner’s work story, and the 
stories of other northwest Kansas 
workers, will be on display Sat-
urday, Dec. 15, through Sunday, 
Jan. 27, when the exhibition “The 
Way We Worked” is at the High 
Plains Museum, 1717 Cherry Ave. 
in Goodland. The museum is one 
of six hosts of the Kansas Tour 
of “The Way We Worked,” spon-
sored by the Kansas Humanities 
Council in partnership with the 
Smithsonian Institution.

“An airplane is a pair of seven-
league boots to a country doctor,” 
observed “Doc” Renner. His air-

plane aided him in difficult calls, 
including flying over 15 miles of 
flooded roads to deliver several 
babies or landing between snow 
drifts to fly a desperately ill pa-
tient to the hospital. 

“Goodland has had many vi-
sionaries who served as leaders 
for the development of our com-
munity,” said Karen Anderson, 
director of the museum. 

“A fine example is Dr. Renner. 
A man invested in his community, 
he sought to increase the capacity 
and growth of Goodland through 
his particular skill set: his fly-
ing capabilities and his medical 
knowledge. He provided health 
care and made key connections 
outside the community….”

Renner’s story is featured in 
“125 Years of Work,” the mu-
seum’s companion exhibition to 
“The Way We Worked.” 

“Goodland is commemorating 
our 125th anniversary this year,” 
Anderson said. “Our compan-
ion exhibition will showcase the 
cornerstone of our community – 
agriculture – and how we built a 
community upon that cornerstone 

through boom and bust.”
Additional stories of work and 

working can be found at two of 
the 16 “The Way We Worked in 
Kansas” partner exhibits in Colby 
and WaKeeney.

The Thomas County Historical 
Society is presenting “High and 
Dry: Farming in Western Kan-
sas!” at the Prairie Museum of 
Art and History, 1905 S. Frank-
lin in Colby, Thursday, April 18, 
through June 30. The exhibition 
looks at the agriculture and agri-
business that supported farming 
on the high plains. 

The Trego County Hospital En-
dowment and the Trego County 
Historical Society present “The 
Way We Worked in Trego County” 
exhibition at the historical soci-
ety, 128 N. 13th St. in WaKeeney 
through Sunday, June 30. The ex-
hibition explores the work of the 
medical field in Trego County. 

For information about exhibits 
and events in Goodland, contact 
the High Plains Museum at (785) 
890-4595 or www.highplainsmu-
seum.org.
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To have your ad placed in the Business 
Directory call Kathryn orJanene today 

785-462-3963

James DesRoches | High Plains Plumbing
785-672-5032  Available 7 days a week

We offer a large range of quality 
service, repair & new construction in the 

residential & commercial market.

High Plains Plumbing | 462 US Highway 83, Oakley, KS 67748
www.highplainsplumbingks.com | Email: highplainsplumbingks@gmail.com

Dr. Tom Barlow
Dentist
785-460-7538

Appointments
Readily Available

505 H N. Franklin, Colby

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
Mobile Home 
Lots for Rent

$175 Month
(includes water, sewer & storage shed)

FREE Month with approved application
Friendly Acres
Mobile Home Park

1150 S. Franklin, Colby
 Call 785-462-6445

Representing many companies to 
provide all your insurance needs:

• Home, Auto, Boat, Motorcycle, RV
• Farm and Crop Insurance
• Commercial Property, Automobiles
• General Liability, Workers Compensation
• Inland Marine, Builders Risk
• Auto Service Shops
• Body Shop and Collision Repair
• Contractors 
• Restaurants
• Salons and Day Spas
• Strip Malls, Condominiums
• Churches, Schools, Day Care Centers

P.O. Box 506 • 490 N. Franklin
Ph: 785-462-3939 • Fax: 785-462-3752

Serving NW Kansas for over 100 years.

dtubbs@thomascountyins.com • www.thomascountyins.com

 For great coverage 
     and customer 

     service contact me!

Dennis R. Tubbs/Agent

Meadow Lake
Restaurant & Lounge

785-460-6443
1085 E Golf Club Rd. • Colby, KS

Monday Nights
$1 Draws

Saturday Nights
Prime Rib

Baalmann Mortuary
190 S. Franklin • P.O. Box 391 • Colby, KS 67701 

(785)462-2331

All Harrison Chapel Prearrangements will be honored

“Family Serving Families”
• Funeral & Cremation Services
• Monuments & Prearrangements

Live at the resort in your 
RV Oakley/Colby!

Live in your RV at the #1 
rated RV resort in Kansas. 

$495 monthly rent - includes 
water, sewer, electric & cable TV!

We sell PROPANE PROPANE PROPANE!

Swimming pool, hot tubs, clean restrooms, Propane available, 
clubhouse and laundry room, and store! 

We only have a few sites available for monthly guests, so call us now.

425 East Hill, Colby, KS         
785-462-6642

WHO YA GONNA CALL?

ROOFMASTERS
Serving Colby for over 30 YEARS!

Licensed
Bonded
Insured

FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL
Heritage Shingles

Wood Shingles
IR Shingles

Stone Coated Steel
Metal Panels

COMMERCIAL
EPDM Rubber

White TPO Single Ply
Modified Systems
Built up Systems

Elastomeric Coating

!

!

785-460-1858 Phone  *  785-460-7356 Fax 

Quality Title
   & Abstract, Inc.
160 East 4th
    Colby, KS

785-460-1858  Phone  *  785-460-7356  Fax

Soon to be

    located at...

Nancy LePell Bookkeeping
165 East 3rd - Colby, KS 67701

785-462-7428
Income Tax Preparation - Individual, Business and Estates

Accounting and Bookkeeping
Business and Financial consultation

Christy Griffith, RTRP          Nancy LePell, EA, ChFC, CB
Working to bring you the best possible solutions

NEW SYSTEM
      PROFESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING

(800) 611-6735
www.MyWindowCleaner.net
Serving Colby since 1992!

Commercial • Residential • Free Estimates

David Browne III
550 N. Franklin

Colby, KS 67701

David Browne III
550 N. Franklin

Colby, KS 67701

GIZMOS
820 S. Franklin, Colby KS

785-443-0900

Wednesdays & Fridays
10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Appointments Anytime

MURRAY ROOFING & CONSTRUCTION
RESIDENTIAL  •  COMMERCIAL  •  INDUSTRIAL

Jim Murray 
Owner

780 E. 4th St.
Colby, KS 

67701

JM Tree and Lawn Service
“A cut above the rest!”
785-462-6908 Office

785-443-1339 Cell
785-460-9208 Fax
murrayroofing2004@Yahoo.com

Plum Creek, Ltd.
Stylish & Sophisticated Affordable Quality

Mens & Womens Clothing 
Elite Tuxedo Rentals

Store Hours:  
9 am - 5:30 pm M - F 
9 am - 4 pm Sat.

475 N. Franklin, 
Downtown Colby  

785.460.1978

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Kinkade’s 
Used 

Appliances
Leonard Kinkade

785-694-8013

Goodland doctor flew 
on house calls in 1930s

The Colby Presbyterian Church, 515 W. Fourth 
St., invites everyone to stop in from 1 to 5 p.m. Sat-
urday and Sunday for the annual Nativi-Tea.

On display will be hundreds of nativity sets – 
creches, or manger scenes – that church members, as 
well as others from the area, have collected through 
the years. Many are crafted by hand and come from 
around the world, including Mexico, Bangladesh, 
Congo, Ecuador, Ghana, Peru, Israel, Macao, the 
West Bank of Palestine, as well as Appalachia, Kan-

sas and the Amana Colonies in the United States.
One feature for families is a “kid friendly” area 

where youngsters will be able to touch and play with 
the pieces.

There is no charge for admission, and light re-
freshments will be served.

This is a chance to stop by, even if only for a mo-
ment, and reflect on the true meaning of the Christ-
mas season at this one-of-a-kind event, said Evan 
Barnum, a member of the organizing committee.

We want your local news!
 

Call Christina at 462-3963

Nativi-Tea to show off collections
of manger scenes from around town

EVAN BARNUM / Colby Free Press
Touching and playing is encouraged for one table of nativities at the Presbyterian Church’s annual 
Nativi-Tea this Saturday and Sunday. Come share some tea and see manger scenes from around 
the world.


