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Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 12/03

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 11/30

Famous Hand
This deal occurred in the 1990 world women’s 

pairs in Geneva. North-South were Kathie Wei 
and Judi Radin of the United States, who nar-
rowly missed adding a second world pairs title to 
the one they earned in 1978.

Six clubs would have been a much safer spot 
for North-South, but after Radin opened the South 
hand with an offbeat one notrump -- ostensibly 
showing a balanced hand of 14-16 points – Wei 
not unreasonably drove to the slam in notrump, 
utilizing an alternate form of Stayman along the 
way.

Radin won the heart lead with the king and 
could count 10 top tricks in spades, hearts and 
clubs. If West had the ace of diamonds, two dia-
mond tricks could be made by leading twice to-
ward the K-Q-4 without having to risk a spade 
finesse.

So at trick two, Radin led a diamond to dum-
my’s queen. If East had ducked smoothly, she 
could have given declarer a major headache. As 
it was, though, East took the first diamond and re-
turned a heart to dummy’s ace. Radin then cashed 
the king of diamonds and ran her clubs to pro-
duce this position as the last club was led:

On the club deuce, West discarded her heart. 
Dummy’s diamond was then let go, and East 
had to part with a spade in order to guard against 
South’s ten of hearts. Reading the situation 
perfectly, Radin cashed the A-K of spades and 
dropped the queen to bring home the slam.
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High-society Victorians had a formal way to 
meet new friends. No playground visits, no social 
media. The only proper method was an exchange 
of calling cards, often called “visiting cards.” The 
system gave the elite a chance to screen newcom-
ers and reject the “unwanted.” The man’s card 
was small enough to fit in his breast pocket. The 
woman’s card was a little larger. Both were en-
graved with the person’s name and a title, such as 
Mr. or Mrs., or rank, like Governor, in a simple 
typestyle. By the end of the century, an address 
was included, and the typescript was more elabo-
rate. 

To meet a neighbor, you went in a carriage to 
deliver a calling card. Your driver gave it to a 
maid, who took it to the lady of the house. She 
decided if she was “not at home” or “at home.” 
The “at home” meant you could meet right away. 
“Not at home” meant she didn’t want to meet you 
then and may never want to meet you. 

A card was left on the pile in a silver dish in 
the hall. The card with the most impressive name 
was kept on the top. Calling cards for those of 
lower social standing were decorated by the end 
of the 19th century, and these are the ones most 
collected today. Colorful flowers, birds, hands, 
faces or designs surround the simple name. Most 
sell today for $1 to $10. 

The special silver-plated card trays are another 
collectible. They often are designed to look like 
a ceramic dish on a pedestal with a cloth draped 
on the side or with birds perched in a corner. The 
imaginative decorations made it clear that the 
dishes were not meant to serve food. A silver-
plated calling-card dish sells for about $150 to 
$300.

Q: Years ago, I purchased a Shaker-style 
rocker at a tag sale. There’s a metal plate on 
it that reads “American Chair Mfg. Co., Hall-
stead, Pa.” and “Made for G.E. Finkel Furn. 
Co., Sussex, N.J.” The seat appears to have 
the original metal coils, with burlap wrapped 
around horsehair. Can you give me any in-
formation about the maker of this rocking 
chair?

A: The American Chair Manufacturing Co. 
was in business from 1892 to 1930. The company 
was listed in directories in Brandt and Hallstead, 
Pa. It was known for its Arts and Crafts furniture, 
which it first made in 1904.

Tip: Don’t stack boxes of Christmas orna-
ments. The weight may break some of the glass 
ornaments.

Need prices for collectibles? Find them at Kov-
els.com, our website for collectors. More than 
84,000 prices and 5,000 color pictures have just 
been added. Now you can find more than 856,000 
prices that can help you determine the value of 
your collectible. Access to the prices is free at 
Kovels.com/priceguide.

(c) 2012 by Cowles Syndicate Inc.
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