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Area/State

Weather

National Weather Service

Tonight: Mostly cloudy, with
a low around 31. South wind 10
to 15 mph becoming north after
midnight.

Thursday: Mostly cloudy,
with a high near 52. North wind
510 15 mph becoming northeast
in the afternoon.

Thursday Night:  Mostly
cloudy, with a low around 26.
East wind around 5 mph becom-
ing south after midnight.

Friday: Mostly sunny, with a
high near 48. South wind 5 to
10 mph becoming north in the
afternoon.

Friday Night: Mostly cloudy,
with a low around 27.

Saturday: Partly sunny, with
a high near 45.

Saturday Night: A chance of
rain and snow. Mostly cloudy,
with a low around 27. Chance of
precipitation is 40 percent.

Sunday: A 30 percent chance
of snow. Mostly cloudy, with a
high near 33.

Sunday Night: A 20 percent
chance of snow. Mostly cloudy,
with a low around 14.

Monday: Mostly sunny, with a
high near 34.

Monday Night: Mostly cloudy,
with a low around 16.

Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with
a high near 36.

Tuesday: High, 65; Low 21

Precip: Tuesday None
Month: None
Year: 1.74 inches
Normal:  20.65 inches

(K-State Experiment Station)

Engineer discusses water goals
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plain how the groundwater dis-
trict will track of the water be-
ing allocated between users, and
how these new allocations will
be shared between water users
in the Sheridan 6.

Bossert said the restrictions
are meant to go into effect at the
start of 2013 and remain for five
years, until the end of 2017. A
committee consisting of a dis-
trict board member, a Division
of Water Resources member and
water users would be formed to
oversee the agreement. Before it
expires, the committee will de-
cide whether and for how long
to continue the regulations.

A law passed in the 2012
Legislature allowed the state to
create Local Enhanced Manage-
ment Areas. However, Bossert
said the groundwater district has
been considering tighter water
restrictions for over a decade,
and met with members from No-
vember 2008 to May of this year
on the issue.

The restrictions are designed
to keep the water right-holders
in the Sheridan 6 from pumping
more than 114,000 acre feet of
water out of the ground in the
next five years.

“The allocation of 114,000
acre feet is pretty much sacro-
sanct,” Bossert said, adding that
future changes to the manage-
ment area should be made in
deference to this number.

They will mainly apply to
farmers, keeping them from
pumping more than 55 acre
inches over the next five years,
with no restrictions on how
much of that allocation they can
pump in any given year. The
original yearly water-right re-
strictions on each well will still
apply also.

“The annual rate of pumping
is related to seasonal rainfall and
therefore it’s variable from year
to year,” Bossert said. “We’ve
got to allow people to use that

water flexibly.”

He told Barfield that in ear-
lier meetings, farmers said an
average of 11 inches would suf-
ficient to irrigate their crops, if
properly managed.

Users of stock water for cattle
will be limited to using 12 gal-
lons of water a day per head,
Bossert told Barfield, down
from 15 gallons. There is a sin-
gle recreational pond which will
be limited to using 90 percent of
its old allocation.

After the order goes into ef-
fect, he said, farmers can pool
their water rights or combine
them with any other water rights
in Sheridan 6. The groundwater
district will keep spread sheets of
each right to keep track of pool-
ing and transfers of water rights
between different users, making
sure everyone stays within their
boundaries.

“It’s going to track this like a
bank account,” Bossert told Bar-
field, “and then again it’s going
to stay under the 114,000-acre-
foot bottom line.”

Water right users will be fined
$1,000 for every day they pump
less than four acre feet over their
five year limit, and will lose
their water rights for two years
if they pump four acre feet or
more over that limit. Four ob-
servation wells in the area track
groundwater levels, he said, and
a fifth will be ready soon.

Not everyone was sure the
water-right holders would be
kept at the proper limit.

“Water rights get pretty com-
plicated,” Barfield noted.

At the end of the meeting, he
asked Bossert to clarify how
allocations of water could be
transferred between users.

Harold Murphy, a farmer who
owns only one well in the Sheri-
dan 6, said he was worried about
how farmers will be able to pool
together their water allocations,
allowing them to pump more on
some wells. Although farmers in
the district can pool the place of

use between water rights by pip-
ing water to different fields, they
cannot pump more than their
yearly allocation on any given
well. Under the proposal, the
new allocations could be pooled
together among any water right
holders in the Sheridan 6.

“In the long run, in the bot-
tom of the column, more water
is used,” he said.

Murphy said he thinks he will
only grow 60 to 70 percent of his
old crop under the new restric-
tions. His well has been pump-
ing less and less water each year.
While it once was able to pump
about 600 gallons a minute, he
said, it’s now pumping closer
to 450 gallons. This means, he
said, that he is in favor of the re-
strictions on water use, but does
not like the way they were writ-
ten.

“I want it to go through,” he
said, “but I want it to be fair and
equal treatment between water
users.”

Another farmer at the meet-
ing, Gary Moss, suggested that
there should be a limit on how
far different allocations can be
pooled.

Bossert said he’s confident
the district will be able to track
how much water is used, and
does not think farmers will trade
their water allocations on a wide
scale.

“We’ve had this discussion a
number of times,” Bossert said
later.

He pointed out that water right
holders in the Sheridan 6 will
still be limited each year to what
their water rights allowed them
to pump before the restrictions
go into place, and by how much
their wells can physically pump
out of the ground. If any users
pool their allocations together
under the new restrictions, they
will be penalized as a group if
they over pump.

He said they could borrow
several extra inches if their al-
location runs out near the end

of the five years. Flexibility for
water use is a good idea under
such tight restrictions because
it allows every allocation to be
entirely used up.

“They were comfortable sav-
ing the 20 percent,” he said.
“They wanted all the economic
gain from the 80 percent they
were going to use.”

The Sheridan 6 area covers
125 water right holders. Ray
Luhman, assistant manager for
the district, said that about five
of them own as many as 12 wa-
ter rights. The land is mostly
in Sheridan County but also
includes nine square miles in
Thomas County south of Men-
lo.

At the meeting, Brownie Wil-
son, support services manager
with the Kansas Geological Sur-
vey, talked about data that the
geological survey used create
the management area, and on a
study about the flow of water un-
derground. Any area which saw
275 acre feet or more of water
pumped out within a two-mile
radius or saw a 9 percent decline
in water level was included, he
said.

Wilson said a study by the
Geological Survey in southeast
Thomas County determined
that it takes a particle of water
15 to 20 years to move one mile
through an aquifer in that area.

“We consider it very unlikely
that the volume of ground water
underneath a township could be
replaced in less than 50 to 60
years,” Wilson said.

Bossert said after the meeting
that the slow movement of water
through the ground means that it
will fill into the aquifer inside
the Sheridan 6 area long before
it flows downhill to the east.

Barfield could not be reached
for comment. Mary Geiger, a
spokesperson for the Kansas
Department of Agriculture, of
which the division is part, said
that the engineer cannot com-
ment on a pending action.

Governor: Kansas must fill revenue gap

From “REVENUE,” Page 1

In January, the state will reduce individu-

fors” to fill the gap.
His proposals for “pay fors,”

gap.

“I think we ought to do some of the pay
Brownback
said at a forum Tuesday sponsored by the
Lathrop and Gage law firm. “I think the

fors that I proposed last year,”

eliminating
many tax deductions and credits, includ-
ing deductions for interest on home mort-
gages and for charitable contributions, were
stripped from the bill before it was passed
last year, leaving the state with a revenue

4.9 percent from 6.45

al income tax rates, drop the top tax rate to

the standard deductions claimed by married
couples and heads of household. The state
also will exempt the owners of 191,000
partnerships, sole proprietorships and other
businesses from taxes.

Legislative researchers have estimated
that the cuts will be worth $4.5 billion over
the next six years. But the researchers also
project that the cuts will create collective
budget shortfalls approaching $2.5 billion
during the same period.

percent and increase

credits.

good, full

He said

posed would actually have raised taxes on
people with incomes under $25,000, while
everyone else’s taxes would be lowered.
Within days of his initial proposal, con-
servative lawmakers in the House created
their own plan that would lower taxes with-
out eliminating many tax deductions and

“I thought the plan we put forward was a

plan,” Brownback said Tuesday.

“We got the tax cuts, which was good, but
we didn’t get the pay fors.”

education, public safety and med-

ical services for the poor would be protected

Loeﬂy

Colby Women’s League

invites public to coffee

The Colby Women’s League will
hold its 16th annual Christmas coffee
from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. Thursday at the
Meadow Lake Golf Club. The group
will raffle off a quilt and accept dona-
tions to help area groups and charities.
For information, call Anita Hills at 462-
6208.

Once-a-Month Lunch
coming up on Saturday

Once-a-Month Lunch will be served
from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Saturday
in the basement of the Colby Presbyteri-
an Church, 515 W. Fourth St. No reser-
vation is needed, and the free meal, held
the second Saturday of each month, is

open to everyone. For questions, call
the church office, 462-6342.

Church women are

selling holiday nuts

The Colby Episcopal Churchwomen
are selling fresh-crop pecans, walnuts
and cashews for the holiday season. Call
Martha Hullett at 462-2505 for delivery
or you can make a purchase at Colby
Canvas, 285 E. Third St.

Genesis will fill food
baskets in December

Genesis-Thomas County food bank
needs volunteers to help fill containers
for its annual Christmas Basket project
at 7 p.m. Friday at the Thomas Coun-
ty 4-H Building on West Olive Street.
Anyone interested in helping is wel-
come. Baskets will be distributed from
9 to 11 a.m. Saturday.

Santa City soon to be

open weeknights

Santa City, in the Scout Hut at Fike
Park, is open from 1 to 5 p.m every
weekend. Starting Monday, the winter
wonderland will be open weeknights
from 6 to 8 p.m. On Christmas Eve,
Monday, Dec. 24, it will be open from
1 to 3 p.m. Admission is free, but dona-
tions are welcome.

Gem Lions to offer

pancakes, eggs and pie

The Gem Lions Club plans to hold its
annual pancake feed from 11 a.m. to 7
p.m. next Wednesday at the Gem Com-
munity Building. Come and enjoy lots of
pancakes, sausage, eggs, pie and Lions
Candy Day mints — and some visiting.
Donations will be used for community
projects, sight programs and education.
Bring eyeglasses and hearing aids to re-
cycle. For information, call Ken Poland
at 462-7809.

Big Brothers cookin’ up

soup, chiliand gumbo
For a $5 donation to Big Brothers Big
Sisters of Thomas County at their sec-
ond annual soup supper, you can enjoy
chili; chicken noodle, ham and bean or

Legislature ought to do those. We will see if
they are going to do it.”

His revenue-balancing proposals, which
also included keeping part of a penny sales
tax that is supposed to expire July, never

cream-can soup; or gumbo, with a cin-
namon roll for dessert. Come to the Col-
by High School basketball game from 4
to 9 p.m. Friday, Dec. 14, at the Com-
munity Building. For information, call

Brownback’s proposal ran into problems
when lawmakers received a cool reception
from constituents who didn’t want to give
up their home-mortgage interest deduction.

He also faced a negative backlash when it

from budget cuts.

Brownback and other advocates for the
tax plan believe a short-term dip in tax rev-
enues will eventually be replaced with reve-
nues created by economic growth prompted

Sunrise and Sunset
Thursday 7:50 a.m. 5:21 p.m.
Last quarter moon at 9:32 a.m.
(U.S. Naval Observatory)

made it out

of the Legislature.

was revealed his tax plan as originally pro-

_ Sponsored by the

by the cuts.

Orvella Romine at 460-9125.
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