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Midwest purchase improves Oakley electric service

Midwest Energy, an energy co-
operative based in Hays, has spent
$2.6 million upgrading the electric
system in Oakley since buying it
from the city in 2006.

By 2005, growing demand from
the city’s 1,300 residential and
business customers had strained
the 95-year-old electric system.
Voltage fluctuations were com-
mon and the city’s three-man elec-
tric crew was constantly battling
outages caused by high winds,
ice storms and overhanging tree
limbs.

“When storm clouds would
form to the west, my wife was in
the habit of getting the candles
out, because you knew an outage
was coming,” said Mark Watkins,
owner of Heartland Foods. “We

were having lots of brownouts,
which were costing a fortune be-
cause they were killing the com-
pressors in our freezers.”

Frank Munk, who served as
mayor of Oakley from 2003 to
20009, said city officials and busi-
nesses began talks about upgrad-
ing the city’s electric system with
Midwest, which already provided
natural gas service to the city, in
the summer of 2005.

The company held a series of
town hall meetings, telling resi-
dents it would rebuild the distri-
bution system, improve reliability
and lower electric rates. Concern
over issuing bonds or raising rates
to cover rebuilding was a major
reason the city decided to sell the
system instead of repair it, Munk

said, and the citizens voted seven
to one to allow Midwest to buy
the system. The Kansas Corpora-
tion Commission approved the
$2.5 million purchase on Nov. 28,
2006, the largest sale of a munici-
pal utility in Kansas in 40 years.

Munk says he remembered
lengthy discussions before the
purchase.

“There was concern about jobs
— whether Midwest would lay off
the city crew and if they would
provide the services they’d prom-
ised — rebuilding the system and
improving reliability,” Munk said.

Mike Morley, communications
manager for Midwest, said the
city has seen an increase of four
jobs from the purchase. The com-
pany added a four-man electric

crew to work on the electric sys-
tem in addition to its two-man gas
crew. These six employees work
primarily in and around Oakley
and live in Colby and Grinnell.
The city’s three electric work-
ers took positions with other city
departments. Munk said the three
employees had also been working
on the city’s sewer and water, and
this helped them get other jobs
with the city.

Since the purchase, Midwest has
replaced 13 miles of transmission
and distribution line throughout
the city, along with more than 800
poles and 300 transformers. The
company built a new 5000 kilo
volt amp substation in 2007 and
bought building near downtown
that serves as office, warehouse

and garage.

“Bottom line, (Midwest) lived
up to their promises. They’ve in-
creased employment, improved
service and are re-building the
system like they said they would,”
Munk said.

Residential customers are pay-
ing 10.7 cents per kilowatt-hour
for electricity, the company said,
and were paying 11.6 cents in
2006. The company also says it is
has decreased the number of out-
ages in Oakley.

“I had a leaking transformer be-
hind my store. Within an hour of
calling it in I had three trucks on
the scene, putting a new one in,”
Watkins said. “Consistent service
and reliability are critical to us.”

Just like the city crew, the com-

pany uses its bucket trucks to hang
the city’s Christmas decorations
free of charge, and also donated
money to community groups.

“From a community perspec-
tive, Midwest Energy has been a
great neighbor,” noted Watkins.

Munk was also happy with the
results of the purchase.

“In 2006, I had inquiries from
other towns, saying we were crazy
to give up control of our electric
system, that we’d be sorry,” he
said. “Well, we’re six years into
this, and I haven’t been sorry
yet.”
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SALES & SERVICES SINCE 1919

» New Vehicle Sales « Service
- Used Vehicle Sales + Windshield Pit Repair
« Parts * Tires

+ Accessories *+ Towing Service

Monday - Friday 8-6, Saturday 8-Noon

785.626.3286

Fax 785.626.3717
210 State St. < Atwood, KS 67730

Auto | Home | Life

Call today to see how | make insurance simple
and can help you protect what matters most.
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FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

Insurance + Investments

David Browne Il

550 N. Franklin

Colby, KS 67701

785-462-3388
www.agentdavidbrowne.com

Securities & services offered through FBI Marketing Services, LLC*, 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266,
B877/860-2804, Member SIPC. Farm Burcau Property & Casualty Insurance Company~*, Western Agricultural Insurance
Company**, Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*“/West Des Kflomcs. IA. *Affiiates “Company providers of Farm Bureau
Financial Services PCO26-ML-BC (2-12)

5 DIREGTORY

To have your ad placed in the Business Directory
call Kathryn or Janene today 785-462-3963

The Kitchen & Bath Professionals
« Kitchen Cabinets *« Counter Tops
* Closets ¢ Furniture - Commercial
« Entertainment Centers

+ Custom Jewelry Closets

Mingo Custom Woods

1965 W. 4th St., Colby, KS - 800.320.2201
www.mingocustomwoods.com - 785.462.2200

" NOW OPEN

N TRIPLE J

TRUCKING, LLC

James E. Meyers

165 E. 4" - Colby

DAVOZI DS, o ::1 2 Liquid & Dry Bulk Tankers

e Specialized OD & Heavy Hauling
Thurs. w12 = @ Temperature Controlled
Fri. Sat. .......11 - 6

785.675.2196 or 785.675.1737
Frwhinjm@ruraltel.net

Accepting Donations 785-443-2588
A Save 25% ¢ Bring in Ad 4

Plum Creek, Ltd.

Stylish & Sophisticated Affordable Quality

Mens & Womens Clothing
Elite Tuxedo Rentals

Store Hours:
9am-5:30pmM-F
9 am -4 pm Sat.

475 N: Franklin,
Downtown Colby
785.460.1978

BEE ThRiFTY

BUSINESS HOURS
TUE-FRI 2-6 PM
SAT 12-5 PM
ACCEPTING CREDIT
AND DEBIT CARDS
1745 Taylor Ave-, Colby
(170 EXIT 53)

" 785-269-7751 ‘lfj
Facebook-cam/beethrifty

Kinkade’s
Used
Appliances

Leonard Kinkade

785-694-8013

4 N\
Baalmann Mortuary

190 S. Franklin * P.O. Box 391 * Colby, KS 67701
(785)462-2331
“Family Serving Families”

* Funeral & Cremation Services
* Monuments & Prearrangements

All Harrison Chapel Prearrangements will be honored

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

Mobile Home Dr. Tom Bariow

Lots for Rent DENTIST
$175 Month
(includes water, sewer & storage shed) 785-460-7538

FREE Month with approved application

Friendly Acres
Mobile Home Park
1150 S. Franklin, Colby

Call 785-462-6445

Appointments
Readily Available

505 H N. Franklin, Colby

Mnliqugs & CO lggtibkzg

Wednesdays & Fridays Sy
10 a.m. - 6 p.m. B[~
Appointments Anytime

@IZMOS )L

820 S. Franklin, Colby KS [ ¥
785-443-0900 R

Nancy LePell Bookkeeping

165 East 3rd - Colby, KS 67701
785-462-7428

Income Tax Preparation - Individual, Business and Estates
Accounting and Bookkeeping
Business and Financial consultation

Christy Griffith, RTRP Nancy LePell, EA, ChFC, CB
Working to bring you the best possible solutions

ROOFMASTERS

Serving Colby for over 30 YEARS!

425 East Hill, Colby, KS
RESIDENTIAL 785-462-6642 COMMERCIAL
Heritage Shingles EPDM Rubber

Wood Shingles Licensed White TPO Single Ply
IR Shingles Bonded Modified Systems
Stone Coated Steel Insured Built up Systems
Metal Panels FREE ESTIMATES Elastomeric Coating
WHO YA GONNA CALL?

James DesRoches | High Plains Plumbing
785-672-5032 Available 7 days a week

Gas Certified « Water Treatment & Filtration « Water Heaters
Solar « Service & Repair « Home Addition « New Construction

High Plains Plumbing | 462 US Highway 83, Oakley, KS 67748
www.highplainsplumbingks.com | Email: highplainsplumbingks@gmail.com

We offer a large range of quality
service, repair & new construction in the
residential & commercial market.

Quality Title
& Abstract, Inc.

e ABSTRACTS

* TITLE INSURANCE

* ESCROW CLOSINGS
We Believe in Quality Service

160 East 4™, Colby, KS
785-460-1858 Phone
785-460-1857 Fax
Email: qta@st-tel.net

Meadow Lake
Restaurant & Lounge

Monday Nights
$1 Draws

Saturday Nights
Prime Rib

Ctlemoow Luke

=T GoLr Course & RESTAURANT

785-460-6443
1085 E Golf Club Rd. « Colby, KS

—
NEW SYSTEM
PROF ESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING

(800) 611-6735 "\

Commercial * Residential * Free Estimates

d

THOMAS
ounty INSURANCE AGENCY

Serving NW Kansas for over 100 years.

Live at the resort in your
RV Oakley/Colby!

Live in your RV at the #1
rated RV resort in Kansas.
$495 monthly rent - includes
water, sewer, electric & cable TV!
Swimming pool, hot tubs, clean restrooms, Propane available,
clubhouse and laundry room, and store!

We only have a few sites available for monthly guests, so call us now.

High Plains RV Resort « (785)672-3538 - www.HighPlainsCamping.com
We sell PROPANE PROPANE PROPANE!

MURRAY ROOFING
& CONSTRUCTION

RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL + INDUSTRIAL

Representing many companies to * For great coverage

provide all your insurance needs: and customer
service contact me!

¢ Home, Auto, Boat, Motorcycle, RV

e Farm and Crop Insurance

e Commercial Property, Automobiles

e General Liability, Workers Compensation
¢ Inland Marine, Builders Risk

e Auto Service Shops

* Body Shop and Collision Repair

e Contractors

e Restaurants

e Salons and Day Spas

e Strip Malls, Condominiums

e Churches, Schools, Day Care Centers

Dennis R. Tubbs/Agent

P.O. Box 506 « 490 N. Franklin
Ph: 785-462-3939 . Fax: 785-462-3752

dtubbs@thomascountyins.com « www.thomascountyins.com

Residential: Commercial:

- Roofing i o -TPO, EPDM,

« Construction Whecring Duro-Last,

+ Remodels 57/ ) /| Modified, Fibered

* Blown in' and Non-Fibered
Insulation * = roof coatings.

Fully Insured, Bonded,
Licensed and Covered by
workman'’s Comp.

Office: 785-462-6908

Office Manager: 785-443-5708
Owner: 785-443-1339

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION:
www.MurrayEnterprises.org

® DURC-LAST ROOFING, INC.

Elite Dura-last Contractor




