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James DesRoches | High Plains Plumbing
785-672-5032  Available 7 days a week

We offer a large range of quality 
service, repair & new construction in the 

residential & commercial market.

High Plains Plumbing | 462 US Highway 83, Oakley, KS 67748
www.highplainsplumbingks.com | Email: highplainsplumbingks@gmail.com

Dr. Tom Barlow
Dentist
785-460-7538

Appointments
Readily Available

505 H N. Franklin, Colby

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
Mobile Home 
Lots for Rent

$175 Month
(includes water, sewer & storage shed)

FREE Month with approved application
Friendly Acres
Mobile Home Park

1150 S. Franklin, Colby
 Call 785-462-6445

Representing many companies to 
provide all your insurance needs:

• Home, Auto, Boat, Motorcycle, RV
• Farm and Crop Insurance
• Commercial Property, Automobiles
• General Liability, Workers Compensation
• Inland Marine, Builders Risk
• Auto Service Shops
• Body Shop and Collision Repair
• Contractors 
• Restaurants
• Salons and Day Spas
• Strip Malls, Condominiums
• Churches, Schools, Day Care Centers

P.O. Box 506 • 490 N. Franklin
Ph: 785-462-3939 • Fax: 785-462-3752

Serving NW Kansas for over 100 years.

dtubbs@thomascountyins.com • www.thomascountyins.com

 For great coverage 
     and customer 

     service contact me!

Dennis R. Tubbs/Agent

Meadow Lake
Restaurant & Lounge

785-460-6443
1085 E Golf Club Rd. • Colby, KS

Monday Nights
$1 Draws

Saturday Nights
Prime Rib

Baalmann Mortuary
190 S. Franklin • P.O. Box 391 • Colby, KS 67701 

(785)462-2331

All Harrison Chapel Prearrangements will be honored

“Family Serving Families”
• Funeral & Cremation Services
• Monuments & Prearrangements

Live at the resort in your 
RV Oakley/Colby!

Live in your RV at the #1 
rated RV resort in Kansas. 

$495 monthly rent - includes 
water, sewer, electric & cable TV!

We sell PROPANE PROPANE PROPANE!

Swimming pool, hot tubs, clean restrooms, Propane available, 
clubhouse and laundry room, and store! 

We only have a few sites available for monthly guests, so call us now.

425 East Hill, Colby, KS         
785-462-6642

WHO YA GONNA CALL?

ROOFMASTERS
Serving Colby for over 30 YEARS!

Licensed
Bonded
Insured

FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL
Heritage Shingles

Wood Shingles
IR Shingles

Stone Coated Steel
Metal Panels

COMMERCIAL
EPDM Rubber

White TPO Single Ply
Modified Systems
Built up Systems

Elastomeric Coating

!

!

785-460-1858 Phone  *  785-460-7356 Fax 

Quality Title
& Abstract, Inc.

160 East 4th, Colby, KS
785-460-1858 Phone

785-460-1857 Fax
Email: qta@st-tel.net We Believe in Quality Service

Nancy LePell Bookkeeping
165 East 3rd - Colby, KS 67701

785-462-7428
Income Tax Preparation - Individual, Business and Estates

Accounting and Bookkeeping
Business and Financial consultation

Christy Griffith, RTRP          Nancy LePell, EA, ChFC, CB
Working to bring you the best possible solutions

NEW SYSTEM
      PROFESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING

(800) 611-6735
www.MyWindowCleaner.net
Serving Colby since 1992!

Commercial • Residential • Free Estimates

David Browne III
550 N. Franklin

Colby, KS 67701

David Browne III
550 N. Franklin

Colby, KS 67701

GIZMOS
820 S. Franklin, Colby KS

785-443-0900

Wednesdays & Fridays
10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Appointments Anytime

MURRAY ROOFING 
& CONSTRUCTION

RESIDENTIAL  •  COMMERCIAL  •  INDUSTRIAL

Office: 785-462-6908
Office Manager: 785-443-5708

Owner: 785-443-1339

Fully Insured, Bonded, 
Licensed and Covered by 

workman’s Comp.

Residential:
• Roofing
• Construction
• Remodels
• Blown in 
     Insulation

Commercial:
-TPO, EPDM, 
Duro-Last, 
Modified, Fibered 
and Non-Fibered 
roof coatings.

www.MurrayEnterprises.org

Elite Dura-last Contractor
Check out our website for more information:

Plum Creek, Ltd.Plum Creek, Ltd.
Stylish & Sophisticated Affordable QualityStylish & Sophisticated Affordable QualityStylish & Sophisticated Affordable Quality

Mens & Womens Clothing 
Elite Tuxedo Rentals
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• Kitchen Cabinets • Counter Tops 
• Closets • Furniture • Commercial 
• Entertainment Centers 
• Custom Jewelry Closets

Mingo Custom Woods
1965 W. 4th St., Colby, KS • 800.320.2201

www.mingocustomwoods.com • 785.462.2200

C.W. Beamgard Co. Inc.

Sales & Services Since 1919

• New Vehicle Sales
• Used Vehicle Sales
• Parts
• Accessories

• Service
• Windshield Pit Repair
• Tires
• Towing Service

Monday - Friday 8-6, Saturday 8-Noon

785.626.3286
Fax 785.626.3717

210 State St. • Atwood, KS 67730

165 E. 4th • Colby

NOW OPENNOW OPEN

Mon. Tues.
Wed.
Thurs. 
Fri. Sat. 

11 - 6
11 - 5
12 - 6
11 - 6

Accepting Donations 785-443-2588

Triple J
Trucking, LLC
Triple J
Trucking, LLC
James E. Meyers

Liquid & Dry Bulk Tankers
Specialized OD & Heavy Hauling

Temperature Controlled

785.675.2196 or 785.675.1737
Frwhlnjm@ruraltel.net

Meeting looks at depletion of water supply in Kansas
Water. It’s essential to life, yet 

often not treated as the precious 
commodity it is. 

More than 500 farmers, land-
owners and experts came to the 
Governor’s Conference on the 
Future of Water in Kansas on Oct. 
30 and 31in Manhattan, put on by 
Kansas State University and the 
Kansas Water Offi ce. 

Growing populations in some 
areas, combined with climate 
change, fi xed water supplies and 
a declining Ogallala Aquifer mean 
the state needs to determine the 
economic value of water, said 
Frank Ward, professor of agricul-
tural economics at New Mexico 
State University. 

Several presentations focused 
on the Ogallala Aquifer, the vast, 

shallow underground pool that 
lies underneath much of the High 
Plains in eight states – Kansas, 
Nebraska, South Dakota, Colo-
rado, Wyoming, New Mexico, 
Texas and Oklahoma. Many farm-
ers and ranchers use water from 
the Ogallala. 

“For agriculture, we combine 
‘crop production function’ devel-
oped by agricultural engineers 
and agronomists with crop bud-
gets developed by agricultural 
economists to generate ‘crop 
revenue functions,’” said Bill 
Golden, an agricultural economist 
with K-State Research and Exten-
sion. “The fi rst inches of applied 
groundwater are much more valu-
able than the last inches applied. 

“The implication is, if we save 

the last inches today and use them 
in the future as fi rst inches, we 
might have gains in value and 
groundwater conservation policy 
can yield signifi cant future ben-
efi ts to the producer and rural 
economies.” 

Golden, who led a recent study 
on water use in southwest Kansas, 
said that over the period 1975-
1999, the value of water increased 
about .4 percent a year. How-
ever, because of a combination 
of drought and high commodity 
prices, the value has jumped 9.7 
percent per year since then. 

The study also estimated that 
the average value of groundwater 
to producer net revenue ranged 
from $129 per acre foot to $182. 
The estimated average value of 

groundwater to a rural commu-
nity, however, as measured by 
total industry output, ranged from 
$645 per acre foot to $921. The 
values varied depending on crop 
mix, soil type, precipitation, well 
capacity and economic modeling 
scenarios. 

“The implication is that ground-
water is as important to the re-
gional economy as it is to the pro-
ducer,” Golden said. 

Another study he cited estimat-
ed the value of water in irrigated 
agriculture ranged from $12 per 
acre foot to $2,467, with an av-
erage value of $345. The value 
of water for domestic use ranged 
from $10 to $3,552, with an aver-
age of $715. And the value of wa-
ter in industrial use ranged from 

$12 per acre foot to $8,560, with 
an average of $1,061. 

A study on water use suggested 
that, accounting for only direct 
use, dairies are a relatively high-
value user of water, generating 
more than $93,000 per acre foot. 

Overall, Golden said, agricul-
ture is the high-volume, low-value 
water user.

“I’m not usually in favor of 
more regulation, but something 
more drastic needs to be done 
about the diminishing water sup-
ply in the Ogallala,” said Kansas 
farmer Jay Garetson, who attend-
ed the conference, and a member 
of the state Board of Agriculture. 

Garetson credited Gov. Sam 
Brownback for signing two bills 
into law this year designed to con-

serve the state’s water supply and 
extend the life of the Ogallala, but 
said he believes more action is 
needed. 

“This is one situation where 
voluntary conservation is akin to 
unilateral disarmament for farm-
ers who irrigate,” Garetson said. 
“What we need is a common re-
quirement where everyone con-
tributes to the long-term reduc-
tion. The way it is now, whoever 
slows down fi rst loses.” 

The Ogallala is out of sight, he 
said, but if water was being deplet-
ed this fast from a lake, something 
would have been done by now. 

For more on the conference, go 
to www.kwo.org/Ogallala/Gov-
ernors_Conference_2012/Gover-
nors_Conference_2012.htm.


