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Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 12/06

  This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle. 
  The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
  The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 12/05

Double-Dummy Problem
Here is a curious hand, the likes of which 

you’ve probably never seen. It was not actually 
dealt, but was composed by Bruce Bell, well-
known New Zealand expert. 

It seems that declarer must ultimately lose a 
heart and a club to go down one, but careful play 
brings the slam home. 

South ruffs the opening spade lead with the 
six and returns the deuce of hearts, finessing 
dummy’s five as West follows low. After ruffing 
the nine of spades, South cashes the king of dia-
monds, continues with the queen to dummy’s ace 
and ruffs a third spade. 

Now a club to dummy’s king and another spade 
ruff are followed by a club to dummy’s ace and 
the fifth and final spade ruff. As a result of these 
maneuvers, this is now the position, with the lead 
in the South hand:

Declarer exits with the eight of clubs, won by 
East with the queen, and East is forced to return 
a diamond. South ruffs with the jack, and West’s 
apparently certain trump trick is trapped whether 
he elects to overruff or underruff. 

Note that declarer must arrange to trump all 
five of dummy’s spades in order to achieve the 
position where he can obliterate West’s seeming-
ly certain trump trick. Smother plays, of which 
this is an example, are so rare that they’re practi-
cally nonexistent, but they’re great fun – even if 
only on paper.

(c)2012 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Q: I have a figurine that’s marked “Pasade-
na, California, Patent Pending” in a circle and 
“Florence Ceramic” inside the circle. I bought 
it at a garage sale a long time ago for less than 
$5. Did I get a bargain?

A: Florence Ceramics was in business in Pasa-
dena, Calif., from 1942 to 1977. Florence Ward 
(1894-1977) began making ceramics in her ga-
rage in about 1940. She established Florence Ce-
ramics Co. in 1942. The company made figurines, 
boxes, candleholders and other items. Many of 
the figurines were designed by Florence Ward. 

The company was sold to Scripto Corp. in 
1964. Scripto made cups, mugs, trays, banks and 
advertising items under the name, but it did not 
make the figurines. Scripto closed in 1977. Re-
productions of the figurines made in Asia have 
been imported since the ’60s. The more common 
Florence Ceramic figurines sell for $30 to $50.

Q: I bought an old trunk 40 years ago and 
would like to know something about it. The 
emblem on the trunk says “Wheary Cush-
ioned Top Wardrobe Mfg. by Wheary-Burge 
Trunk Co., Racine, Wisconsin.” Can you tell 
me the vintage and value of it?

A: Wardrobe trunks were first made in the late 
1800s and were popular in the 1920s and ‘30s. 
When stood on end, they served as a temporary 
closet for the traveler, with space for hanging on 
one side and drawers on the other side. George H. 
Wheary was a designer for the Hartmann Trunk 
Co. and was granted several patents for improve-
ments from about 1907 to 1947. 

Wheary and fellow employee Harry Burge 
opened the Wheary-Burge Trunk Co. in 1922. The 
Wheary-Burge Cushioned Top Wardrobe came 
with a removable shoebox, hat carrier and laun-
dry bag, along with 10 hangers. The cushioned 
top held the hangers in place. It was advertised in 
a 1923 newspaper for $49.50. Later, the company 
became Wheary Luggage Co. It was sold to Hart-
mann Luggage in 1954. Collectors today use old 
trunks as coffee tables or for extra storage space. 
The value of your trunk is $25 to $50.

Q: I have two 9-inch plates marked “Delfts 
Blauw Chemkefa.” One plate pictures a small 
church and is titled “Hasselt Kapel.” The other 
pictures a man and is titled “Petrus Donders.” 
I’d like to know something about them. Are 
they of any importance?

A: Your plates were made by Chemisch Kera-
misch Fabriek (Chemfeka Earthenware Factory), 
a company in the Netherlands. The trade name 
“Chemkefa” is an acronym of the factory name. 
The company started operating in 1969 and was 
in business for several years, but it seems to be out 
of business now. Chemfeka made collector plates 
with blue Delft (Delft Blauw) Dutch scenes. Has-
selt Kapel (Hasselt Chapel), the church shown on 
your plate, was built before 1536 near Tilburg in 
the Netherlands. Peter Donders (1807-1887) was 
born in Tilburg and became a Roman Catholic 
missionary and later a priest in Surinam. Value of 
your 20th-century plates is about $75 each.

(c) 2012 by Cowles Syndicate Inc.
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Figurine values
run fairly high
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