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Winter holiday decorations mean higher risk of fire

Safe Kids Kansas reminds par-
ents and caregivers to take precau-
tions when decorating for Christ-
mas and other winter festivities.
Holiday decorations, especially
candles and electrical lighting,
can be a fire hazard.

From 2004 to 2008, the Na-
tional Fire Protection Agency es-
timated that decorations, exclud-
ing Christmas trees, were the item
first ignited in an average of 1,170
home fires a year. Half of these
fires occurred because the decora-
tion was too close to a heat source.
Forty-five percent were started by
candles, especially on Christmas,
Christmas Eve, New Year’s Day,
Halloween and Dec. 23.

Pay attention to labels when
choosing your lighting. “Deco-

rative lighting should be labeled
with the seal of an independent
testing lab,” says Cherie Sage
of Safe Kids. “If it’s not labeled
for outdoor use, don’t use it out-
doors.”

The agency said that Christmas
trees, both natural and artificial,
were the item first ignited in about
240 report home fires a year from
2005 to 2009.

If you decorate a tree, here are
some precautions.

e Never leave a lit Christmas
tree or lighting display unattend-
ed. Inspect lights for exposed or
frayed wires, loose connections
and broken sockets. Do not over-
load extension cords or outlets
and do not run an electrical cord
under a rug.

e Natural Christmas trees al-
ways involve some risk of fire.
To minimize the risk, get a fresh
tree and keep it watered. Do not
put the tree within three feet of a
fireplace, space heater, radiator or
heat vent. LED lights burn cooler
than incandescent lights and pose
a lower risk of fire.

e Decorate with children in
mind. Do not put ornaments that
have small parts or metal hooks,
or look like food or candy, on low-
er branches where small children
can reach them. Trim protruding
branches at or below a child’s
eye level, and keep lights out of
reach.

* Do not burn Christmas tree
branches, treated wood or wrap-
ping paper in a fireplace.

Christmas rose, Crown of Thorns,
English ivy and Jerusalem cherry
are all potentially harmful if eaten.
If a child eats any part of a non-
food plant, call the Poison Control

e Never leave burning candles
unattended. Don’t put candles on
a tree or near curtains or drapes.
Keep matches and lighters locked
out of reach. Battery-operated
flameless candles are an alterna-
tive.

These tips may prevent acciden-
tal poisoning.

* Keep alcohol, including bak-
ing extracts, out of reach and do
not leave alcoholic drinks unat-
tended. Store all medications, in-
cluding those for children, out of
reach.

* Color additives used in fire-
place fires are toxic and should be
stored out of reach. Artificial snow
sprays are also harmful if inhaled.

* Holly berries, mistletoe berries,
poinsettias, amaryllis, boxwood,

GILBERT, S.C. (AP) — Law
officers in Lexington County are
lending a hand to some sick chil-
dren this holiday season.

Sheriff James Metts says his
deputies are working with Lexing-
ton County School District 1 for
something called “Socks to Sole.”
Starting Today, deputies and dis-

Center at (800) 222-1222.

For information, go to the Safe
Kids Kansas website, at www.
safekids.org.

Lawmen collect socks

for kids during holiday

trict officials are collecting new,
unwrapped socks for donation to
children who have cancer and are
undergoing medical treatment at
Palmetto Health Children’s Hos-
pital.

The drive runs through Dec.
17.

BUSINES

C.W. Beamgard Co. Inc.
¥ Jeep

SALES & SERVICES SINCE 1919

» New Vehicle Sales « Service
- Used Vehicle Sales + Windshield Pit Repair
« Parts * Tires

+ Accessories *+ Towing Service

Monday - Friday 8-6, Saturday 8-Noon

785.626.3286

Fax 785.626.3717
210 State St. < Atwood, KS 67730

Auto | Home | Life

Call today to see how | make insurance simple
and can help you protect what matters most.

r-
.
FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

Insurance + Investments

David Browne Il

550 N. Franklin

Colby, KS 67701

785-462-3388
www.agentdavidbrowne.com

Securities & services offered through FBI Marketing Services, LLC*, 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266,
B877/860-2804, Member SIPC. Farm Burcau Property & Casualty Insurance Company~*, Western Agricultural Insurance
Company**, Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*“/West Des Kflomcs. IA. *Affiiates “Company providers of Farm Bureau
Financial Services PCO26-ML-BC (2-12)

5 DIREGTORY

To have your ad placed in the Business Directory
call Kathryn or Janene today 785-462-3963

The Kitchen & Bath Professionals
« Kitchen Cabinets *« Counter Tops
* Closets ¢ Furniture - Commercial
« Entertainment Centers

+ Custom Jewelry Closets

Mingo Custom Woods

1965 W. 4th St., Colby, KS - 800.320.2201
www.mingocustomwoods.com - 785.462.2200

" NOW OPEN

TRIPLE J

N TRUCKING, LLC
165 E. 4" - Colby James E. Meyers
DAVOZI DS, o ::1 i 2 Liquid & Dry Bulk Tankers
e ) Specialized OD & Heavy Hauling
Thurs. w12 = @ Temperature Controlled
Fri. Sat. .......11 - 6

785.675.2196 or 785.675.1737
Frwhinjm@ruraltel.net

Accepting Donations 785-443-2588
A Save 25% ¢ Bring in Ad 4

Plum Creek, Ltd.

Stylish & Sophisticated Affordable Quality

Mens & Womens Clothing
Elite Tuxedo Rentals

Store Hours:
9am-5:30pmM-F
9 am -4 pm Sat.

475 N: Franklin,
Downtown Colby
785.460.1978

BEE ThRiFTY

BUSINESS HOURS
TUE-FRI 2-6 PM
SAT 12-5 PM
ACCEPTING CREDIT
AND DEBIT CARDS
1745 Taylor Ave-, Colby
(170 EXIT 53)

" 785-269-7751 ‘lfj
Facebook-cam/beethrifty

Kinkade’s
Used
Appliances

Leonard Kinkade

785-694-8013

4 N\
Baalmann Mortuary

190 S. Franklin * P.O. Box 391 * Colby, KS 67701
(785)462-2331
“Family Serving Families”

* Funeral & Cremation Services
* Monuments & Prearrangements

All Harrison Chapel Prearrangements will be honored

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

Mobile Home Dr. Tom Bariow

Lots for Rent DENTIST
$175 Month
(includes water, sewer & storage shed) 785-460-7538

FREE Month with approved application

Friendly Acres
Mobile Home Park
1150 S. Franklin, Colby

Call 785-462-6445

Appointments
Readily Available

505 H N. Franklin, Colby

Mnliqugs & CO lggtibkzg

Wednesdays & Fridays
10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Appointments Anytime

GIZANOS

820 S. Franklin, Colby KS
785-443-0900

Nancy LePell Bookkeeping

165 East 3rd - Colby, KS 67701
785-462-7428

Income Tax Preparation - Individual, Business and Estates

ROOFMASTERS

Serving Colby for over 30 YEARS!

425 East Hill, Colby, KS
RESIDENTIAL 785-462-6642 COMMERCIAL
Heritage Shingles EPDM Rubber

James DesRoches | High Plains Plumbing
785-672-5032 Available 7 days a week

We offer a large range of quality
service, repair & new construction in the

& Abstract, Inc.

e ABSTRACTS

* TITLE INSURANCE

* ESCROW CLOSINGS
We Believe in Quality Service

160 East 4™, Colby, KS
785-460-1858 Phone
785-460-1857 Fax
Email: qta@st-tel.net

Meadow Lake
Restaurant & Lounge

Monday Nights
$1 Draws

Saturday Nights
Prime Rib

CMenoow Luke

=T GoLr Course & RESTAURANT

785-460-6443
1085 E Golf Club Rd. « Colby, KS

. . i residential & commercial market.
Accounting and Bookkeeping Wood Shingles Licensed White TPO Single Ply
Business and Financial consultation IR Shingles Bonded Modified Systems Gas Certified « Water Treatment & Filtration « Water Heaters
. - Stone Coated Steel Insured Built up Systems Solar « Service & Repair « Home Addition « New Construction
Christy Griffith, RTRP Nancy LePell, EA, ChFC, CB Metal Panels FREE ESTIMATES Elastomeric Coating High Plains Plumbing | 462 US Highway 83, Oakley, KS 67748
Working to bring you the best possible solutions Ign Flains Flumbing ighway o3, Vakley,
d 9y P WHO YA GONNA CALL? www.highplainsplumbingks.com | Email: highplainsplumbingks@gmail.com
e Li .
o o P’ ive at the resort in your
Quality Title || New sysTEM W, Llaing " rv oakieyicolby:

IPROF ESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING
(800) 611-6735 "\

Commercial * Residential * Free Estimates

d

THOMAS
ounty INSURANCE AGENCY

Serving NW Kansas for over 100 years.

Sl

Live in your RV at the #1
rated RV resort in Kansas.
$495 monthly rent - includes
water, sewer, electric & cable TV!
Swimming pool, hot tubs, clean restrooms, Propane available,
clubhouse and laundry room, and store!

We only have a few sites available for monthly guests, so call us now.

High Plains RV Resort « (785)672-3538 - www.HighPlainsCamping.com
We sell PROPANE PROPANE PROPANE!

MURRAY ROOFING
& CONSTRUCTION

RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL + INDUSTRIAL

* For great coverage
and customer
service contact me!

Representing many companies to
provide all your insurance needs:

¢ Home, Auto, Boat, Motorcycle, RV

e Farm and Crop Insurance

e Commercial Property, Automobiles

e General Liability, Workers Compensation
¢ Inland Marine, Builders Risk

e Auto Service Shops

* Body Shop and Collision Repair

e Contractors

e Restaurants

e Salons and Day Spas

e Strip Malls, Condominiums

e Churches, Schools, Day Care Centers

Dennis R. Tubbs/Agent

P.O. Box 506 « 490 N. Franklin
Ph: 785-462-3939 . Fax: 785-462-3752

dtubbs@thomascountyins.com « www.thomascountyins.com

Residential: Commercial:

- Roofing i o -TPO, EPDM,

« Construction Whecring Duro-Last,

+ Remodels 57/ ) /| Modified, Fibered

* Blown in' and Non-Fibered
Insulation * = roof coatings.

Fully Insured, Bonded,
Licensed and Covered by
workman'’s Comp.

Office: 785-462-6908

Office Manager: 785-443-5708
Owner: 785-443-1339

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION:
www.MurrayEnterprises.org

® DURC-LAST ROOFING, INC.

Elite Dura-last Contractor




