
Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

  Colby Free Press  Monday, December 17, 2012   Page 7

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 12/17

  This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle. 
  The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
  The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 12/14

Famous Hand
In 2001, less than two years after Rita Shugart 

astounded the bridge world by becoming the first 
woman to win two Reisinger team titles in suc-
cession, fellow Californian Rose Meltzer went 
her one better by becoming the first woman to 
win the world open team championship. Meltzer 
and her teammates – Kyle Larsen, Chip Martel, 
Lew Stansby, Alan Sontag and Peter Weichsel – 
captured bridge’s most prestigious title by defeat-
ing Norway in the 128-deal final, held in Paris.

Interestingly, both women began their bridge 
careers in and around Westchester County, N.Y., 
before finding fame and fortune in California.

Meltzer showed excellent judgment on this deal 
from the final, helping her team gain 10 IMPs. Af-
ter West, Norway’s Boye Brogeland, overcalled 
with two spades, Meltzer, North, elected not to 
show her five-card heart suit. She no doubt rea-
soned that since she had spades doubly stopped 
and there was a danger that East might obtain a 
spade ruff, the nine-trick notrump game was a 
better bet.

This proved the winning decision on two 
counts. First, Larsen had no trouble making the 
contract with an overtrick after an opening dia-
mond lead by West. He lost only two hearts and 
the spade ace.

Second was what happened at the other table, 
where the Norwegian North, Geir Helgemo, 
wound up in four hearts after West had shown his 
spade suit. Martel, East, led the spade eight to his 
partner’s ace, and Stansby shifted to his singleton 
club.

Helgemo played the jack and took East’s queen 
with the ace. He then made the normal play of 
leading a trump, losing to Martel’s ace. Martel 
returned a club for his partner to ruff – the third 
trick for the defense – and Stansby still had to get 
the heart king for down one.

(c)2012 King Features Syndicate Inc.

 In the winters of earlier centuries, rooms could 
become very cold. Heat came only from a fire-
place, and a glass of water just 6 feet from the 
flames could freeze. So blankets, coverlets and 
quilts were necessities. Only the very rich could 
import fabrics, most had to use homemade or at 
least locally made bed covers. 

In the 18th and early 19th centuries, the house-
wife furnished the wool for a coverlet. White 
wool sheared from the family sheep was dyed 
with indigo for blue, red from madder root and 
yellow from goldenrod or sumac. Black wool 
came from black sheep. Then the wool was spun 
on a wheel and woven on a loom. Strips 3 yards 
long and 42 inches wide were stitched together to 
make a coverlet. 

In about 1800, traveling weavers started work-
ing in New England, New York, Pennsylvania 
and Ohio. Women were delighted to be able to 
buy the finished coverlets. In 1801 the Jacquard 
loom was invented, and by 1820 it was in use in 
the United States. It used a series of punch cards 
to move the threads and create complicated three-
color patterns. Large looms could make a full-
sized coverlet in one piece. 

Most of the weaving was done in factories by 
the 1870s. Many woven coverlets were marked in 
a corner with the name of the weaver and some-
times the name of the owner, the county or city 
and the date. 

Very elaborate jacquard coverlets were made 
and sold at major events like world’s fairs. These 
often pictured buildings and patriotic sayings. 
Several different 1876 Philadelphia Centennial 
Exposition coverlets auction for $600 to $800. 

Some designs have seven colors. If the fringe is 
in good condition, the colors bright and the cov-
erlet free of moth holes, the price is higher. They 
can be hung on a wall or used as a bedspread.

Q: My parents left me a walnut Windsor 
chair that was the first piece of furniture they 
bought after they were married in 1920. 

The paper label on the bottom of the seat 
reads “Phoenix Chair Co., Sheboygan, Wis-
consin, U.S.A.” Somewhere I read that 18th-
century Windsor chairs were always painted 
very dark green. I would like to know if it’s 
OK for me to paint it dark green.

A: Phoenix Chair Co. was in business from 
about 1875 into the 1950s. If your parents’ chair 
was made around 1920 and is in decent shape, 
it would sell for about $50. Walnut is a nice un-
painted wood, but if you prefer dark green go 
ahead and paint the chair. However, it is not true 
that all 18th-century Windsor chairs were painted 
dark green. Many were painted black or even left 
unpainted.

Tip: Missing an earring? An antique drop ear-
ring can be converted to a necklace pendant. Very 
fashionable today. 

(c) 2012 by Cowles Syndicate Inc.
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