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of snow between midnight and

College to increase tuition for all

From “COLLEGE,” Page 1

college to raise its rates.

“We’re going to be competi-
tive,” Vacik said. “We might
not be the lowest, but we’ll be
competitive and again, given
our financial situation, we have
to be very careful with this kind
of thing.”

Chairman Arlen Leiker asked
if enough budget work has been
done to show by how much
the budget will increase. Vacik
said they haven’t worked on
next year’s budget yet, but said
there’s a good chance that state
money may decrease and ex-
penses will continue to grow.

“So I think as we look at rev-
enues,” he said, “I think we need
to go ahead and be active about
this, not reactive.”

The trustees passed the tuition
increase unanimously.

In other business, the board:

* Amended the agenda to pull
an agreement with Salt Lake
Community College (Utah) from

the consent agenda and add it as
a business item, to insert a busi-
ness item for Lou Hines to speak
to the board and to add a closed
session for attorney/client privi-
lege to discuss negotiations.

* Approved the consent agen-
da after some questions. Trustee
Cindy Black asked why some
contracts dating back to Febru-
ary weren’t being approved until
now. Lisa Failla, administrative
assistant to the president, said a
couple of them were for adjunct
instructors, part-time teachers
hired on a contract.

These contracts, Failla said,
have to be sent to the employ-
ees and then the employees send
them back. Failla said they had
just received those contracts
back.

Trustee Dale Herschberger
then asked about a bill from
Tubbs and Sons for transporting
a car from Texas. Alan Waites,
chief financial officer and vice
president of business affairs,
said it was a relocation expense

for Dr. Xuemei Yang, dean of
institutional effectiveness, who
moved here from Texas.

* Tabled two resignations due
to concerns with wording which
would need to be discussed in a
closed session.

* Tabled bids for dining ser-
vices from Chartwells Higher
Education Dining Services and
Great Western Dining Service
Inc. Dr. Keegan Nichols, vice
president of student affairs and
marketing, said the current con-
tract with Chartwells isn’t up
until July, so Black asked to ta-
ble the bids so the trustees could
read through both contracts.
Board attorney John Gatz said
he hadn’t reviewed the contracts
yet either. The board will revisit
the bids in January.

e Approved an agreement on
solar energy training, pending
Gatz’ approval, with the Utah
college for the second phase of a
grant from the U.S. Department
of Energy. Vacik said it was
pretty much the same agreement

the board approved previously,
but appendices had been left out
of the original agreement, and
Gatz didn’t have an opportunity
to read all of that beforehand.

Kaaz said Phase 1 was in 2010
when Colby received $4,000
to provide solar photovoltaic
training in Colorado. This con-
tract, he said, covers the money
Colby received in Phase 1, but
Salt Lake gave them the money
without the contract.

Kaaz said this money comes
from a fund Salt Lake has from
the U.S. Department of Energy
and Colby just draws from that
fund.

There will be two more phas-
es, he said, with Phase 3 begin-
ning in July, and Colby is the
only community college in the
state that has taken the initiative
to get this grant.

Kaaz said so far, the grant has
paid for equipment, solar photo-
voltaic cells, the college’s wind
turbine and training in 2010 and
this year.

Colby schools will have wireless access

Briefly
Santa Clty now open

every weeknight

Santa City, in the Scout Hut at Fike
Park, is open weeknights from 6 to 8
p.m. and from 1 to 5 p.m. Saturday and
Sunday. Monday, Christmas Eve, the
winter wonderland will be open from 1
to 3 p.m. Admission is free, but dona-
tions are welcome.

Museum offers lunch,

lecture on wildlife

The Prairie Museum of Art and His-
tory’s second Food for Thought pro-
gram of the season at noon Thursday
will feature retired wildlife biologist
Leonard Hopper, talking about “People
and Wildlife on the Plains: Prehistory
to Present Day.” Everyone is invited to
this free program at the museum, 1905
S. Franklin Ave. Call Ann Miner at 460-
4590 for information.

Sanitation Department

won’t pick up on holiday

The Colby Sanitation Department will
not pick up trash Monday or Tuesday
for the Christmas holidays. Monday’s
residential trash route will be picked up
after 8 a.m. Friday. People who normal-
ly have their trash picked up Tuesday
should plan to have tipper cans by the
curb by 8 a.m. next Wednesday.

From “SCHOOL,” Page 1 adding access points to some of the school
building doors. DeYoung told the school
board that the company he was working
with told him that project should include
work on all the school’s doors. He did not
feel the plans for the project were complete
enough.

The access points would make some doors
impossible to open without radio frequency
identification chips, which would be em-
bedded in a plastic card, and which would
allow the door to open when the person with

The school board also decided to pur-
chase software called Board Docs, during
the meeting, which would help them to con-
duct future meetings without using as many
paper documents.

DeYoung said the software would enable
board members to get online and see docu-
ments that are used for the board meetings
from any location.

Documents that are public record would
be posted online, but otherwise board mem-
bers would need to sign in with a password

The department will not pick up trash
on Tuesday, Jan. 1, for New Year’s
Day. People on Tuesday routes should
put trash out on Wednesday, Jan. 2. For
questions, call Public Works Director
Omar Weber at 460-4420.

Landfill to close both

Monday and Tuesday
The Thomas County Landfill will be
closed Monday and Tuesday for Christ-

1 a.m. Low around 11. Windy,
with a northwest wind 25 to 35
mph decreasing to 15 to 25 mph
after midnight. Winds could gust
as high as 50 mph. Chance of
precipitation is 100 percent.
New snow accumulation of 1 to
2 inches possible.

Thursday: Sunny, with a high
near 31. West wind 10 to 15
mph.

Much of the school’s current fiber optic ca-
ble being used for Internet will have to be
replaced to support additional Internet ac-
cess.

The board gave DeYoung permission to
let the bids on its Nov. 19 meeting. He orig-
inally thought that the project would cost
about $65,000 to $70,000, and said Monday
he had not calculated the cost of two addi-
tional runs of fiber optic cable, and a bond

Thursday Night: Clear, with
a low around 13. West wind
around 10 mph.

Friday: Sunny, with a high
near 43. West wind 5 to 10 mph
becoming south in the after-
noon.

Friday Night: Clear, with a
low around 15.

Saturday: Sunny, with a high
near 43.

Saturday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 17.

Sunday: Sunny, with a high
near 38.

Sunday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 18.

Monday: Mostly sunny, with a
high near 35.

Monday Night: Mostly cloudy,
with a low around 12.

Christmas Day: A 20 percent
chance of snow. Mostly cloudy,
with a high near 23.

Monday: High, 54; Low 24
Tuesday: High, 52; Low 28

Precip: Monday None
Tuesday None
Month: 0.41 inches
Year: 12.15 inches
Normal:  20.65 inches

(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset
Thursday 8:01 am. 5:24 p.m.
Moon: waxing, 65 percent
(U.S. Naval Observatory)

he wants AceMidwest to post that would
add 3 percent to the cost of the project. He
enlisted the help of Greg Killion, a commu-
nications distribution designer for AT&T, to

oversee the project.

The company could have started as early

as Tuesday installing the cables,

said, and should be done by the end of Feb-
ruary. The network will be configured main-

ly over spring break of 2013.

The bid for the project will not include

the card gets close.

DeYoung

doors is open.

Cameras would be turned on when some-
one with a chip gets close enough, filming
the person who is entering so security could
see if they were using someone else’s card.
The district administration would also be
able to change when or if people with differ-
ent chips get access to the doors. DeYoung
said she also wants to install an alarm which
lets the administration know if one of the

to see them.

the board

The software would cost $1,000 to install
and $2,500 for maintenance each year. The
school board discussed using the software
at past meetings, and Superintendent Terrel
Harrison had spoken to a vendor for the soft-
ware at the Kansas Association of School
Boards Convention. She recommended that

purchase of the software, and the

district plans to start training after the first

of January.

County gives college $600,000 tax advance

From “COUNTY,” Page 1

whether the college has avail-
able funds or not.

“We are honoring their state-
ment of need and taking their
word for it,” the treasurer added.
“Based on the law, this is in vio-
lation, but the auditors will not
write me up because, when Alan
called last week, the auditors
were out at the college. Adams,
Brown, Beran and Ball is the au-
ditor for the college and for the
county.

“I later talked to Brian (Staats,
a certified public accountant for
the firm), who said I can make
the advance payment if I want.”

The advance was the fourth
time an early payment had been
issued to the college since De-

cember 2010. It will come from
a distribution scheduled for
Jan. 20, when the college will
receive its remaining balance.
Applebury said this is the first of
five annual payments to the tax-
ing subdivisions, and the college
usually gets about $1 million in
January.

“The first such payment was
issued in December 2010,”
Waites said after the meeting,
“then again in May 2011 and
December 2011. Things got bet-
ter in May 2012, so the advance
was not needed at that time and
we don’t anticipate an advance
will be needed in May 2013, ei-
ther.

“Our biggest challenge is the
seasonality of cash flow. Our
year end is June 30, and if you

_ Sponsored by the

take into account the entire fis-
cal budget year, we are cash
neutral or ahead....

“Generally, our income is
lower than our expenses during
the first six months by a signifi-
cant amount, so then in Novem-
ber and December, we get into a
jam. Without this advance pay-
ment, we wouldn’t be able to
pay our operational and payroll
expenses.”

This year, Applebury said, the
college levied taxes to produce
$3,841,132, she said. By Dec.
20, when the first half of prop-
erty taxes is due, the county will
have collected a little over half
of an expected total for all funds
and units of government of $14
million. The remaining half of
taxes is due at the June 10 dead-

line, she said.

Because the bulk of taxes are
collected during December and
May, distribution payments are
the largest at those times.

Waites indicated during a col-
lege board meeting Nov. 26,
that he expected to ask for the
advance distribution. He said
the college had about $9.4 mil-
lion remaining in the budget, or
68.4 percent of the total. Waites
said the cash balance at the end
of October was $290,000, lower
than expected because federal
payments had been tied up due
to Hurricane Sandy.

Monday evening, during the
December meeting, Waites told
trustees that he’d picked up the
advance payment.

mas Eve and Christmas. For questions,
call supervisor Larry Jumper at 462-
8139.

District court will close

Dec. 31 for accounting

The Thomas County District Court
will be closing at noon on Monday, Dec.
31, to finish end-of-the-year account-
ing. For information, contact Clerk Kim
Schwarz at 460-4540.

Church women are

selling holiday nuts

The Colby Episcopal Churchwomen
are selling fresh-crop pecans, walnuts
and cashews for the holiday season.
Almonds, pralines, chocolate-covered
pecans and mixed nuts are also avail-
able. Call Martha Hullett at 462-2505
for delivery or you can make a purchase
at Colby Canvas, 285 E. Third St.

Free adult classes

to begin in January

The Adult Education Department at
Colby Community College is offering
free General Educational Development
classes for anyone who needs to finish a
high-school degree beginning Monday,
Jan. 7. The department also will pro-
vide an “academic bridge” to prepare
those who want to enroll in health-care

programs. For information or to enroll,
call Director Nance Munderloh at 460-
4663.
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