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Area/State

Weather:

National Weather Service

Tonight: Mostly clear, with
a low around 13. South wind 5
to 10 mph becoming west after
midnight.

Saturday: Sunny, with a high
near 43. Northwest wind around
10 mph.

Saturday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 11. Northwest
wind around 5 mph becoming
calm in the evening.

Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a
high near 38. West wind around
5 mph.

Sunday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 18.

Monday: Mostly sunny, with a
high near 35.

Monday Night: A 20 percent
chance of snow. Mostly cloudy,
with a low around 13.

Christmas Day: A 40 percent
chance of snow. Cloudy, with a
high near 21.

Tuesday  Night:  Mostly
cloudy, with a low around 5.

Wednesday: Mostly sunny,
with a high near 24.

Wednesday Night: Partly
cloudy, with a low around 9.

Thursday: Mostly sunny, with
a high near 33.

Thursday: High, 35; Low 11
Precip: Thursday ~ None
Month: 0.48 inches
Year: 12.22 inches
Normal:  20.65 inches
(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset
Saturday 8:01a.m. 5:25p.m.
Moon: waxing, 74 percent
Sunday 8:02a.m. 5:25 p.m.
Moon: waxing, 82 percent
Monday 8:02.a.m. 5:26 p.m.
Moon: waxing, 88 percent
(U.S. Naval Observatory)

(Governor
hears report
on drought

TOPEKA (AP) — Gov. Sam
Brownback says Kansas farm-
ers, ranchers and communities
should review their water use and
conservation plans as the drought
persist.

Brownback received an update
Thursday on the drought and steps
being taken around the state to
maintain adequate water levels.

Officials said water supplies
remain low, especially at the 24
federal reservoirs around the state.
Several are more than 30 percent
below normal levels. The officials
noted that the John Redmond Res-
ervoir in east-central Kansas is at
just 46 percent capacity.

Brownback says it’s difficult to
predict when the drought will end.
He urged water users to update
conservation or emergency plans
if conditions worsen.

County OKs money transfers
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end of the month. We need to wait for re-
ports on KPERS, Social Security and health
insurance.

“A considerable amount of money is be-
ing charged against the general fund, but it
needs to be charged against employee ben-
efits instead. This was a mistake in our fa-
vor.”

The transfer to the jail fund will help in-
crease a reserve set aside to pay for a new
jail or an addition to the Law Enforcement
Center. Steele said the county received more
tax money than expected and that excess
can be used for future jail plans.

Commissioner Ken Christiansen said
they typically set back about $150,000 for
the jail, but Steele said, because of the un-
expected increase in income, he anticipates
setting aside anywhere between $200,000
and $400,000 this year.

The last transfer will be to the road and
bridge fund, to cover a negative balance of
$243,000.

Later that morning, commissioners con-
ducted a public hearing on an amended 2012
budget. No one appeared to comment. No-
tice of the hearing and the proposed amend-

ments had been published in the Colby Free
Press on Monday, Dec. 3. No changes were
made to that proposal.

Steele said the total of nine amendments
will increase 2012 expenditures by about
$532,000. The proposal was approved by
all three commissioners.

Steele added almost $1 million in proper-
ty taxes had been levied in 2011 for the gen-
eral fund. Then, in August 2011, the county
had budgeted to spend more than $2.54 mil-
lion this year. In addition to property taxes,
this amount includes money raised by sales
taxes that total almost $800,000, plus delin-
quent taxes and fees, Steele said after the
meeting.

On Monday, commissioners approved an
increase of $211,000 in the general fund.
Steele said they did this to raise the amount
the county can legally spend from that ac-
count.

Other increases to 2012 approved were
for employee benefits, $100,000; mental
health, $1,500; mental retardation, $7,500;
ambulance service, $150,000; community
van, $2,000; and the ambulance equipment
reserve, $60,000.

In other business, the commissioners:

* Approved the resignation of Brewster

Mayor Mike Baughn. He served the city
for over 40 years, said Baughn, as mayor,
marshal and councilman. Baughn, a for-
mer Thomas County sheriff, will be come a
county commissioner in January.

* Approved the annual agreement with the
Thomas County Speedway and the Thomas
County Fair Board. It included information
on leases, rentals and parking, equipment
use and a statement verifying proof of lia-
bility insurance. The speedway is to furnish
insurance coverage commissioners and the
fair board to be covered for $1 million or
more.

* Approved appointments for Dale Her-
schberger to the Economic Development
Alliance board, and Paul Bailey for the
Planning Commission and Zoning Appeals
Board.

In January, after Christiansen serves his
last meeting, he will take Baughn’s seat on
the Economic Development board. Steele
also serves on that board.

Two commissioners cannot serve on that
board at the same time because it could then
be considered a public meeting under state
law, Steele said.

* Renewed a beer license for the Colonial
Steakhouse north of Oakley on U.S. 83.

Businesses, offices will close for holiday
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to 2 p.m. and there will be a
paper that day. The office will
be closed Tuesday, and there is
never a paper on Tuesday.

Pioneer Memorial Library
will close Sunday, Monday and
Tuesday. The Prairie Museum
of Art and History will be open
from 1 to 5 p.m. Saturday and
Sunday, but will be closed Mon-
day and Tuesday.

Tubbs and Sons Ford will shut
down Saturday through Tuesday
for the holiday and Colby Dodge
will close at 5 p.m. Saturday and

reopen Wednesday. P&D Auto
will be closed Monday and
Tuesday.

The Oasis and Pilot truck
stops, along with most conve-
nience stores, will be open.

Colby Bowl will close at 3
p-m. on Christmas Eve, but will
open at 4 p.m. Christmas Day
for evening bowling.

Starbucks at the Oasis will
be open from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Monday and from 8 a.m. to 8
p-m. Tuesday.

McDonalds will be open from
6 a.m.to 8 p.m. Monday and will
close Tuesday. Arby’s will close

at 4 p.m. Christmas Eve and
reopen Wednesday. J&B Meat
Market will be open Sunday, but
will close Monday and Tuesday.
Village Inn and Subway will
close at 2 p.m. Monday, Taco
John’s at 3 p.m., Sonic at 4 p.m.,
Pizza Hut at 6 p.m. and they
will all close Tuesday. Montana
Mike’s will be closed both Mon-
day and Tuesday and El Dos de
Oros will be open from 11 a.m.
to 9:30 p.m. Christmas Eve and
closed Tuesday.

City Limits will close Mon-
day and Tuesday. Quiznos and
Baskin & Robbins will close

Christmas Day.

Walmart will close at 8 p.m.
Christmas Eve and open again
at 6 a.m. Wednesday. The phar-
macy will close at 6 p.m.

Dillons and the Dillons phar-
macy will close at 6 p.m. Christ-
mas Eve and open at 7 a.m.
Wednesday.

Palace Drug’s hours will be
from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Satur-
day, 1 to 5 p.m. Sunday and the
store will be closed at 2 p.m.
Monday and reopen Wednes-
day.

City Council approves fiber-optic lines
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final version was introduced to the council.

The contracts for other telecommunica-
tions companies were not written the same,
he said at Tuesday’s meeting. AT&T is al-
lowed to put its lines on city utility poles,
but S&T Communications has all its lines
underground. Midwest Energy has a single
line of utility poles going through the city,
down Country Club Drive, and in earlier
meetings the possibility was discussed of
Wildflower placing its lines on the Midwest
poles. Friesen has said Wildflower wants to
set up a franchise for commercial custom-
ers such as cell phone towers, not to serve

homes or consumers.

He was not at Tuesday’s meeting, but said
later that his company will accept the con-
tract. Wildflower plans to start laying fiber
optic lines within the next 30 days, he said,

“This is kind of a first step,” he said.
“We’re not fully decided. Probably most of
the plant in Colby will be underground.”

In other business, the council:

e Decided not to act on a proposal to
change how city water use is billed next
year. The council had discussed changes that
would have allowed people could continue
watering their trees into winter because of
the drought.

Tuesday, members pointed out that most

people have probably stopped watering
because of recent colder temperatures and
snow. Finance Director Debbie Zerr said
municipal sewer bills are based on a per-
son’s average water use from Nov. 20 to
Feb. 20, and the council members had dis-
cussed only measuring water use from Jan.
20 to Feb. 20, when few people would be
watering lawns or trees.

e Authorized a transfer of $200,000 to
the reserve fund of the water utility budget.
McGreer felt that the money should be set
aside to fix the system as it gets older, but
that the water system is in adequate shape
for the time being.

Next snowstorm may land here Christmas Day
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storm.

About three inches of snow
fell around Colby, said Jeremy
Martin at the Goodland weather
office.

The blizzard started about 3
p.m. Wednesday. Wind, snow
and whiteout conditions kept
kept state troopers, sheriff’s
deputies and highway crews
busy all night cleaning up ac-
cidents caused by snow packed
roads and near-zero visibility.

All highways in northwest Kan-
sas were opened by Thursday
morning, though most had been
closed the night before.

Lots of Thomas County kids
got a snow day out of the bliz-
zard Wednesday or Thursday.
Colby, Heartland Christian and
Sacred Heart Catholic schools
cancelled classes before the
storm, while students at the
Golden Plains and Brewster
school districts got Thursday
off. Heartland opened at 10 a.m.
Thursday, and Colby Public

Schools and Sacred Heart had
classes all day.

The snow hit just as sev-
eral school districts were about
their winter break, including
Colby, Sacred Heart, Heartland
Christian School, Triplains, and

Brewster schools, which had no
classes today.

Today was the last day of
school for Golden Plains. Col-

by Community College did not
have class at all this week.
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Briefly
Business will have soup

to celebrate solstice

Stop by the 420 North Company
downtown from 5 to 7 p.m. Friday for a
cup of soup to celebrate the solstice and
the holiday season. For information, call
Michael Cowles at (785) 821-4643.

Santa City will be open

until Christmas Day

Santa City, in the Scout Hut at Fike
Park, will be open weeknights from 6
to 8 p.m. and from 1 to 5 p.m. Saturday
and Sunday. Monday, Christmas Eve,
the winter wonderland will be open
from 1 to 3 p.m. Admission is free, but
donations are welcome.

Sanitation Department
won’t pick up Monday

The Colby Sanitation Department
will not pick up trash Monday or Tues-
day for the Christmas holidays. People
who normally have their trash picked up
Tuesday should plan to have tipper cans
by the curb by 8 a.m. Wednesday.

The department will not pick up trash
on Tuesday, Jan. 1, for New Year’s
Day. People on Tuesday routes should
put trash out on Wednesday, Jan. 2. For
questions, call Public Works Director
Omar Weber at 460-4420.

Landfill to close both

Monday and Tuesday

The Thomas County Landfill will be
closed Monday and Tuesday for Christ-
mas Eve and Christmas. For questions,

call supervisor Larry Jumper at 462-
8139.

District court will close

Dec. 31 for accounting

The Thomas County District Court
will be closing at noon on Monday, Dec.
31, to finish end-of-the-year account-
ing. For information, contact Clerk Kim
Schwarz at 460-4540.

Church women are

selling holiday nuts

The Colby Episcopal Churchwomen
are selling fresh-crop pecans, walnuts
and cashews for the holiday season.
Almonds, pralines, chocolate-covered
pecans and mixed nuts are also avail-
able. Call Martha Hullett at 462-2505
for delivery or you can make a purchase
at Colby Canvas, 285 E. Third St.

Free adult classes

to begin in January

The Adult Education Department at
Colby Community College is offering
free General Educational Development
classes for anyone who needs to finish a
high-school degree beginning Monday,
Jan. 7. in the lower level of the library
on campus. For information or to enroll,
call Director Nance Munderloh at 460-
4663.

Volunteers needed to

deliver meals to seniors
The Colby Nutrition Site at the Senior
Progress Center needs volunteers to de-
liver meals to homes from 10:30 a.m. to
noon Tuesdays or Thursdays. Call Kaila
DeBoer at 460-2901 for information.
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