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Baby Blues ® Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

AREN'T Nou GUNS
GETTING JUST A
WTTLE SLEEPY?
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Beetle Bailey ® Mort Walker

WOW! LOOK AT
THATVIEW!  §

FROM DOWN
HERE,IT'56 ALL
BLUE SKY

)
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Blondie ® Chic Young

THERE'S A GROUP OF CAROLERS
PILING OUT OF A VAN... s

AND THEY'RE LOADED ﬁﬁ/
DOWN WITH ACCORDIONS,|

MICROPHONES,
SPEAKERS...

EVEN BETTER,
THEY'RE ALL HEADED
UP TO HERB'S
FRONT DOOR!
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Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne

ﬁ Y A raTHER LARGE
FOE, YoU MAY
HAVE NOTICED !

MOCREMT \ICANT

AMA70ON

FIND DIDNT

CARDS

BUT AS WE SIT HERE IN
MY CHILDHOOD HOME ON
CHRISTMAS EVE, LOOKING
AT THE SAME DECORATIONS
/ll FROM WHEN T WAS A KD,
4 1 REALIZE JUST WHAT

A TRULY MAGICAL
HOLIDAY THIS
REALLY IS.

2 IT'S GOING TO TAKE FOREVER TO
UNSTRING THOSE TREE LIGHTS
AND PUT AWAY THOSE THAT'S
 ORNAMENTS. A 2013 ISSUE,
" DAD. JUST
ENJOY THE
MOMENT. /A

I KNOW IT’S BEEN SOMEWHAT OF
A HECTIC VISIT, 6UYS...

D 4Q 210!

Todd the Dinosaur ® Patrick Roberts

OKAY, I WANT A AND I WANT SOME. [AND HERE'S A | You MEAN MY BASKET of .
COMMANDO ASSAULT'| | LINCOLN LOGS ANDI|iTTLE SOME-|CANDY CANES QoU GOT THAT FROM!
XBOX GAME AND 47 | |67 DOLLARS AND 20 | UING, SANTA [ Wow! Y00 REALLY
NEW HOT WHEELS anp| [CENTS IN CASH AND f1E vou cAN | Do SEE ENERYTHING!

THE TRANSFORMER. e LPAD. 4 BRING ME

THAT CHANGES FROM AlX ALL TRAT,

ROBOT INTO A GOLF CART!f THERE'S A LOT e
2 MORE WHERE o
¢ THAT CAME FRoM!; Youg
\:3 Al
i
&
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MREHO CONGTOBEREADY )| | THGONGTO GOTOA

FOR SOME CHRISTWAS EVE )| {BAKECOOKIES | PONNLORDING| | WOULDHOU | PARTYWITH

FUN, JEREMY7 INDMAKE | SOMEKILER | |LIKETODD /\ M{FRENDS.
ABSOLUTELY ! HOLIDAS
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YOURE BLOWING Elﬁ\ lé EOOUE
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Terry
Kovel

® Antiques and
Collecting

Santa’s looks
evolve over time

Santa Claus has changed in appearance
throughout the centuries. At first he was St. Ni-
colas, a tall thin man with a beard. In 1823 the
famous poem “The Night Before Christmas” was
published. It describes a jolly little man who was
small enough to slide down a chimney.

Early Santa figures usually walked with a bag
full of toys, but by the 1850s he was riding in
a sleigh. Rein-
deer  pulled
the sleigh in
snowy coun-
tries,  flying
through the air
or running on
wooded trails.
The legend of
Santa  Claus
bringing toys
at  Christmas
is now world-
wide, so San-
ta’s sleigh has
been changed
to suit differ-
ent  cultures
and weather.

A child in
a tropical cli-
mate probably
wouldn’t rec-
ognize a sleigh
or reindeer. Vintage pictures, figures, candy con-
tainers and even ornaments can be found with
Santa riding more modern vehicles. Horses re-
placed reindeer. Airplanes, trains, cars and even
airships replaced sleigh and reindeer. Toys are
carried in a bag or box. There are even candy
containers shaped like a baby elephant with a
large Santa riding on his back. Some containers,
known as “nodders,” depict an elephant with a
head that bobs up and down. They are favorites
of Christmas collectors. The nodders, most made
in Germany in the 1930s, sell for about $700.

Q: I have a tapered jar with printing on the
bottom that has to be read from the inside out.
It says “No. 72, Pat. in U.S., Dec. 22, 1903,
July 17, 1906, M 29.” It’s 4 inches high, 2 1/2
inches wide at the top and 2 inches wide at the
bottom. The top is grooved, as though it was
meant to screw into something.

A: Your jar was part of an old Arcade wall-
mounted coffee grinder. There were three parts to
the grinder. A different glass jar at the top held the
coffee beans and the middle part ground them.
The ground coffee emptied into your jar, which
screwed into the bottom of the grinder. We found
the answer by checking the patent numbers.

Tip: Some people say you can shine the chrome
on a 1940s toaster with club soda or lemon juice.

(c) 2012 by Cowles Syndicate Inc.

This Santa’s face and hands
are made of a composition
material. Santa holds a fir
tree, and the elephant’s head
and tail nod. The 8-inch toy
sold for $720 at a Dan Mor-
phy auction in Denver, Pa.,
this past September.

Bridge ° Steve Becker

West dealer.
North-South vulnerable.
NORTH
M#KQB842
¥Q97
¢
®A10642
WEST EAST
N®Jj75 MA10963
Y652 v4
*Q5 ®AK1094
S#KQJI53 #9008
SOUTH
®_
YAKJ1083
®J87632
*»7
The bidding:
West North  East South
Pass 1 1 29
26 39 4 6 5%
Pass Pass Dble Pass
Pass Redble

Opening lead — king of clubs.

Famous Hand

The top players play well, but they don’t play
perfectly. Bridge is too tough a game for anyone
to play without occasionally making a mistake,
so experts are judged largely by their infrequency
of error.

This deal was played in 1955 in a match be-
tween Great Britain and the United States. Brit-
ish star Terence Reese was seated North when the
bidding unfolded as shown. When East bid four
spades, Reese had the opponents right where he
wanted them, but one can hardly blame South,
Boris Schapiro, for continuing on to five hearts.
Reese then redoubled East’s double, no doubt
partly in the hope that one of the opponents might
reconsider and retreat to five spades.

The American West led the king of clubs. De-
clarer won with the ace and played the king of
spades, covered by East with the ace and ruffed.
Schapiro then made 11 tricks easily, ruffing three
diamonds in dummy and discarding one on the
queen of spades. He lost two diamond tricks at
the end, but made five hearts redoubled for a
score of 1,250 points (including 100 honors).

The outcome would have been different if West
had chosen a trump as his opening lead. In that
case, Schapiro would have gone down one, and
the Americans would have been 1,650 points bet-
ter off!

At the other table, with the U.S. North-South,
the bidding went:

West North  East South
Pass 1 1 & 2%
26 39 3 4 &
Pass 5 Pass 59

Here, too, West did not lead a trump, and de-
clarer finished with 11 tricks. A good case can be
made for a trump lead by West at either table, but
the fact remains that neither West came up with
the killing lead.

(c)2012 Kine Features Svndicate Inc.

Family Circus * Bil Keane

© 2012 Bil Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd
www.familycircus.com

“Don’t you think it’s time to put PJ in

his swaddling clothes and
lay him in his manger?”

Conceptis Sudoku ¢ Dave Green
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Difficulty Level % 12/24
This is alogic-based num- |6]9|3]|8|5]4|1|2|7

ber placement puzzle. 8/2]716]/3/115/9/4|:

The goal is to enter a num- 1514171921816/ 3}
ber, 1-9,ineach cellinwhich i ; g ? 2 g ; g 2
each row, column and 3x3 6l8lol2 713 51
regionmustcontainonlyone 3777528164 119
instance of each numeral. >lgl1l4/7 9|6 35

The solution to the last |9la|6|5|1|3|2|7/8]

Sudoku puzzle is at right.
Cryptoquip

[KITWWRI

WLJWMEJK WMEYV

JPMSQ J KRQQKL NLKKMF FBM

LIQW KIXP:

“R'X VLQQRE"

XSQQME NMH IBHRWQXIW.’

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN ACTRESSES
WHITE AND BUCKLEY HIT THE SACK AT NIGHT,

ONE WOULD THINK THEY GO BETTY-BYE.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: X equals M

Crossword ° Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 38 Urban DOWN 21 One of
1 Fetch trans- 1 Talk on the Three
4 Cheek- port and on Bears
related 40 Lead-in 2 Before 22 Novelist
9 Distant to “plop” 3 Afternoon Ambler
12 Exist or “plunk” drink 23 Keeps
13 Remark 41 Get wind 4 “Das Lied (from)
to the of von der 27 Symbol
audience 43 Pushed Erde” of
14 Hockey up composer intrigue
surface 45 Candle 5 Place 29 Geneal-
15 Troops’ holder for your ogy
landing 47 Former butt chart
site transp. 6 Whopper 30 Cattle
17 Spanish org. 7 Second group
Mrs. 48 Ailing president 32 Adoles-
18 Cirl’s 49 Thumb a 8 Starts cent
keyboard ride over 34 Heart
neighbor 54 Cover 9 Tackle chamber
19 Partook 55 Spry box items 37 Summer
in a slam 56 Ump 10 Land houses,
dance 57 Special measure in Russia
21 Loud — 11 Peruse 39 — torte
kitten, 58 Villain’'s 16 Western 42 Rule
maybe look st. 44 German
24 Adam’s 59 Pismire 20 Halt pronoun
third son 45 Missile
25 “Entou- NG BEE B shelter
rage” role AT EMMREVEN | 46 Paper
26 Un- AN BN E!G holder
cooked AIMIPgPIAIGIAIN 50 Dead
28 Reality, gSC a heat
old-style 51 Play-

31 Loser to B B wright
Barack A|GIA o i E Levin
33 Verily SO HEEE A 52 Barbie's
35 Skin 2 EBERN PR compan-
opening EiA N[YIlA[N[T ion
36 Needed 53 Small
liniment Saturday’s answer 12-24 newt
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