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Physician assistant joins clinic here

From “PROVIDER,” Page 1

“...It really came down to where we
wanted to be located. I like practicing ru-
ral health care, and Colby is close to my
husband’s family in Bartley, Neb. We have
found Colby to be a very welcoming, nice
town.”

Haag said her family is from West Point,
Neb.

“The areas of family medicine I enjoy in-
clude routine exams, chronic disease man-
agement, acute illnesses, pediatrics, diabe-
tes and female care. Patient education is a

Foundation invites everyone to benefit

great part of what I enjoy.

“Helping patients understand what and
why we are doing is an important part of
my practice. I practice prevention as much
as possible, with an emphasis on open re-
lationships. Relationships are important for
me and my patients.”

Haag and her husband, Lucas, were mar-
ried Nov. 24. Being a graduate of Kansas
State University, she said, she’s a Wildcats
football fan and enjoys reading, swimming,
walking and spending time with family and
friends.

Lucas is finishing graduate school at Kan-

sas State and will work at the Northwest Re-
search and Extension Center in Colby.

Haag and the clinic were matched through
the Kansas Recruitment and Retention Cen-
terr, which provides placement and retention
assistance to rural health organizations abd
help providers find a practice in Kansas.

The center is a nonprofit program of Ru-
ral Health Education and Services at the
University of Kansas Medical Center.

Haag is seeing new patients at the clinic.
To make an appointment, call (785) 462-
6184.

From “BENEFIT,” Page 1

cent increase, from 39 patients
in 2011 to 52 this year. To date,
the group has given 122 $74,000
to area cancer patients.

“$750 does not go far when
it comes to medical expenses,”
she said. “However, I know it
has helped people purchase gas
for trips to treatment, motel ac-
commodations, prescriptions,

nutrient supplements and other
needs.

“One elderly lady was need-
ing daily radiation treatments
for eight weeks, and the money
assisted her in paying her $10-
per-night lodging, since she was
unable to drive.”

The money can help patients
pay for medical bills, wigs,
medical equipment and other
living expenses for residents of

Thomas, Cheyenne, Decatur,
Gove, Logan, Rawlins, Sheri-
dan, Sherman and Wallace
counties.

“Along with monetary assis-
tance, cancer patients and their
families are remembered in our
thoughts and prayers,” Sloan
said. “We genuinely care about
each and every one. We are very
passionate and have vowed to
always provide assistance.”

For information, go to www.
nwks-hope.org, e-mail nwks-
hope@st-tel.net or contact an
of their board members: Sloan,
Brittney Johnson, Cathy Hawk,
Deanna Mallory, Nichole Dem-
pewolf, Sarah Laubscher, Dan-
ielle Freeman, Andrea Carpen-

ter, Carrie Bartlet, Christine
Mountford, Joyce Washburn
and Tisha Carter.

College hears community concerns

From “COLLEGE,” Page 1

pay all the bills, but there are times when it

“We’re trying to work with all the banks
in town,” he said, “and we want to get the

get low on cash.

“We’ve got a, basically, $14 million busi-
ness here in northwest Kansas,” he said.

flict of interest, especially with re-accredita-

tion coming up in 2014.

“We’re definitely for the college,” he
said. “We want things to work smoothly and

L . ﬂ]
Receptlon Sunday to

honor outgoing pastor
The First Presbyterian Church of Col-
by will have a retirement reception for
the Rev. Carol Rahn from 3 to 5 p.m.
Sunday at the church, 515 W. Fourth St.
Stop by and wish her well as she pre-
pares to move to Texas. Mrs. Rahn, pas-
tor of the church for 11 years, will retire

Monday. For information, call Wynn
Duffey at 462-6342.

No trash routes, landfill

closed on New Year’s

The Colby Sanitation Department will
not pick up trash on Tuesday for New
Year’s Day. People on Tuesday routes
should put trash out by 8 a.m. Wednes-
day. For questions, call Public Works
Director Omar Weber at 460-4420.

The Thomas County Landfill will be
closed Tuesday for New Year’s Day. For
questions, call supervisor Larry Jumper
at 462-8139.

District court will close

Monday for end of year
The Thomas County District Court
will be closing at noon next Monday,
New Year’s Eve, to finish end-of-the-
year accounting. For information, con-
tact Clerk Kim Schwarz at 460-4540.

Free adult classes

to begin in January
The Adult Education Department at

Colby Community College is offering
free General Educational Development
classes for anyone who needs to finish a

banks on board to possibly commit to (giv-
ing) $20,000 a year for five years.”
He said he hopes others will commit to

“Let’s don’t mess it up. And that means
working together, period.”
He continued by saying “we” need to stop

work in the right direction here.”
Alan Waites, chief financial officer and
vice president of business affairs, said

National Weather Service

Tonight: Mostly cloudy, with
a low around 6. Northwest wind
510 10 mph.

Friday: Partly sunny, with a
high near 25. Northwest wind 5
to 15 mph.

Friday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 10. West wind
510 15 mph.

Saturday: Sunny, with a high
near 34. West wind 10 to 15
mph becoming southwest in the
afternoon.

Saturday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 15.

Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a
high near 37.

Sunday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 15.

Monday: Mostly sunny, with a
high near 32.

Monday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 14.

New Year’s Day: Mostly sun-
ny, with a high near 36.

Tuesday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 18.

Wednesday: Sunny, with a
high near 40.

Wednesday: High, 18; Low -3
Precip: Wednesday None

Month: 0.53 inches
Year: 12.27 inches
Normal:  20.65 inches

(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset

8:04 a.m. 5:29 p.m.
Full moon at 4:21 a.m.
U.S. Naval Observatory)
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Saturday Evening
7:00

the same kind of effort, because the goal
is to get the college’s reserve back up over
$2 million. As it is, the college usually runs
out of cash by the end of the calendar year
and has to get an advance on the January tax

payment.

Over an entire year, it takes in enough to

pointing fingers and pull together to get the
job done, which unfortunately may include
raising the property tax levy.

Hines finished up by saying he’s con-
cerned about Foundation Director Nick
Wells being on both the foundation and col-
lege boards, which he said might be a con-

the college had a successful campaign for
selling state tax credits, pulling in about
$347,000 in two weeks. He noted that Hines
was instrumental in getting this done.

No comments were made from the board,
but those present applauded Hines when he
finished speaking.

Firemen’s killer mapped out plan for slayings

By George M. Walsh
The Associated Press

WEBSTER, N.Y. — The ex-
con turned sniper who killed
two firefighters wanted to make
sure his goodbye note was leg-
ible, typing out his desire to “do
what I like doing best, killing
people” before setting the house
where he lived with his sister
ablaze, police said.

Police Chief Gerald Pickering
said Tuesday that the 62-year-
old loner, William Spengler,
brought plenty of ammunition
with him for three weapons, in-
cluding a military-style assault
rifle, as he set out on a quest to
burn down his neighborhood just
before sunrise Christmas Eve.

When firefighters arrived to
stop him, he unleashed a torrent
of bullets, shattering the wind-
shield of the fire truck that vol-
unteer firefighter and police Lt.
Michael Chiapperini, 43, drove
to the house.

Fellow firefighter Tomasz

Kaczowka, 19, who worked as
a 911 dispatcher, was killed as
well.

Two other firefighters were
struck by bullets, one in the pel-
vis and the other in the chest and
knee. They remained in stable
condition and were expected to
survive.

Tuesday, investigators found
a body in the Spengler home,
presumably that of the sister a
neighbor said the killer hated:
67-year-old Cheryl Spengler.
Spengler’s penchant for death
had surfaced before. He served
17 years in prison for man-
slaughter for beating his grand-
mother to death with a hammer
in 1980.

But his intent was unmistak-
able when he left the flaming
home carrying a pump-action
shotgun, a .38-caliber revolver
and a .223-caliber semiautomat-
ic Bushmaster rifle with flash
suppression, the same weapon
used in the elementary school
massacre in Newtown, Conn.,

December 29, 2012
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that killed 26.

“He was equipped to go to
war, kill innocent people,” the
chief said of a felon who wasn’t
allowed to possess weapons be-
cause of his criminal past. It was
not clear how he got them.

The assault rifle was believed
to be the weapon that struck
down the firefighters. He then
killed himself as seven houses
burned on a sliver of land along
Lake Ontario. His body was not
found on a nearby beach until
hours afterward.

Residents of the suburban
Rochester neighborhood who
left their homes during the fire
were allowed to return Tuesday.
Police SWAT team members
had used an armored vehicle to
evacuate more than 30 people.

Spengler’s motive was left
unclear, Pickering said, even as
authorities began analyzing the
two- to three-page typewritten
rambling he left behind.

He declined to reveal the
note’s full content or say where

it was found. He read only one
chilling line: “I still have to get
ready to see how much of the
neighborhood I can burn down,
and do what I like doing best,
killing people.”

It remained unknown what
set Spengler off but a next-door
neighbor, Roger Vercruysse,
noted that he loved his mother,
Arline, who died in October
after living in the house in a
neighborhood of seasonal and
year-round homes across the
road from a lake shore popular
with recreational boaters.

Pickering said it was unclear
whether the person believed to
be Spengler’s sister died before
or during the fire.

As Pickering described it and
as emergency radio communi-
cations from the scene showed,
the heavily armed Spengler took
a position behind a small hill by
the house as four firefighters ar-
rived after 5:30 a.m., two on a
fire truck, two in their own ve-
hicles.

high-school degree beginning Monday,
Jan. 7, in the lower level of the library
on campus. The department also will
provide an “academic bridge” to pre-
pare those who want to enroll in health-
care programs. For information or to
enroll, call Director Nance Munderloh
at 460-4663.

Volunteers needed

to deliver home meals
The Colby Nutrition Site at the Senior
Progress Center needs volunteers to de-
liver meals to homes from 10:30 a.m. to
noon Tuesdays or Thursdays. Call Kaila
DeBoer at 460-2901 for information.

Group needs ‘bigs’

to work with children

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Thomas
County is looking for people able to
volunteer one to two hours a week as
mentors for kids who need a “big.” You
could make a difference in a child’s
life, working with the largest mentoring
organization in Kansas. For questions,
call Orvella Romine at 460-9125.

Colby Scouts selling

popcorn to raise money

Colby Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts are
selling popcorn to help raise money to
support their activities. If you want to
help, and haven’t been contacted, call
Chris Trundle, 462-6904, or Mary Zerr,
460-9757. They will arrange to have a
Scout contact you.
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