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Cryptoquip

  This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle. 
  The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
  The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  
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Difficulty Level 12/27

Dear Heloise: Is there a difference between 
nonstop and direct flights? I am trying to book a 
flight and am a little confused. – Tanya in Texas

There is a BIG difference between nonstop and 
direct flights. 

Direct flights can have any number of stops, 
but you do not change planes.

Nonstop flights are just that. There are no stops 
between your departure city and your destination. 
Hope this helps making your plans! – Heloise

P.S.: A travel hint from a longtime road warrior: 
Never take the last flight out! If there is a weather 
delay or mechanical problem, you’re stuck.

SEND A GREAT HINT TO:
Heloise
P.O. Box 795000
San Antonio, TX 78279-5000
E-mail: Heloise@Heloise.com     

DECORATION PACKING
Dear Heloise: At the end of a holiday season, I 

make a list of things I need to replenish – for ex-
ample, wrapping paper and gift tags. I take my list 
the next time I go shopping and try to purchase 
everything I need during after-holiday sales.

If I am unable to purchase something, I make a 
new list and place it on my calendar for Novem-
ber of next year. – C.C. in New York

SPOT-PROOF TOWELS
Dear Heloise: I am writing in response to your 

follow-up column on “mystery bleach spots” on 
towels. I had this problem and discovered that 
it was from my teenager’s acne face cleanser. I 
bought some new towels and noticed a label on 
them claiming that they will not bleach out from 
benzoyl peroxide, so it must be a fairly common 
problem. – Mary A. in Centerville, Ohio

Mary, this is interesting, and you are right! 
Some manufacturers are now producing towels 
supposed to be benzoyl-peroxide-proof or -resis-
tant. If bleach spots are a problem, try looking for 
these kinds of towels. – Heloise

WIDE AWAKE
Dear Heloise: While driving between two cit-

ies, I found a new way to stay alert. I carry my 
lunch with me with a blue ice pack. I take off 
my left shoe and sock, and put the ice pack on 
the floor. When I get a little droopy, I press my 
foot on the ice pack. I also have one for my face. 
Works great! – Sharon P., via e-mail

We love your hint, as long as the ice pack 
doesn’t slip and cause a wreck. – Heloise

NAIL CLIPPING
Dear Readers: Have you ever wondered what 

is the best way to clip fingernails? Many people 
use curved clippers and trim in a single clip. This 
can damage the nails, because it flattens them 
out, which can cause cracking. 

Best is to use straight clippers and trim the 
nails in three to seven small clips, working from 
the outside in. When done, just smooth out using 
a nail file. – Heloise

(c)2012 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Nonstop flights
faster than direct

Family Circus • Bil Keane
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 12/28

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Bidding Quiz
1. Double. This is a takeout double, just as 

your previous one was. Basically, this double 
asks partner to bid hearts or clubs, the two suits 
the opponents haven’t bid. At the same time, the 
second double tells partner you have values well 
beyond those implied by the initial double.

A two-club bid, instead of a second double, 
would be wrong on two counts. First, it would 
understate your actual values. Second, it could 
also result in winding up in the wrong suit, clubs, 
instead of the right suit, hearts. The best way to 
find the proper contract is to double again and let 
partner choose the suit.

2. Pass. You have no extra values beyond those 
already indicated, so you should pass one spade. 
Your partner had a chance to bid voluntarily over 
one spade and turned it down. If you were to bid 
one notrump at this stage, you’d be looking for 
trouble. Besides, West might have difficulty mak-
ing one spade, since he will be playing the hand 
in your best suit.

3. Three clubs. This bid, in conjunction with 
your earlier double, indicates pretty closely the 
values you have. It shows that your hand was not 
only too good for a two-club bid on the previous 
round, but also too good for a two-club bid now, 
even after having doubled.

Three clubs urges partner to bid three notrump 
with a diamond stopper and very little more, 
since you’ve guaranteed a strong club suit and an 
excellent all-around hand.

4. One notrump. This might seem a gross 
underbid given your 20 high-card points, but 
you must face the realities of the situation. The 
chance of finding your partner with six or more 
points is almost nil; he is much more likely to 
be in the zero- to three-point range. You should 
therefore restrain yourself and try to reach the 
safest partscore contract possible.

Note that in the present case, as contrasted with 
the first problem, you don’t double for takeout 
a second time. This is because your distribution 
here is notrump-oriented rather than suit-orient-
ed. Besides, your partner still has the option of 
bidding a five-card (or longer) heart or club suit 
at this stage if he is so inclined.

(c)2012 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Bridge • Steve Becker

Hints from
Heloise
•

Heloise


