
Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 1/07

  This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle. 
  The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
  The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 1/04

Famous Hand
This deal occurred in the 1977 world champi-

onship match between the United States and Ar-
gentina. At the first table, with Bobby Wolff and 
Bob Hamman North-South for the U.S., the bid-
ding went as shown. An opening one-club bid by 
Wolff would have promised at least 17 high-card 
points, so he opened two clubs, indicating six or 
more clubs and 12 to 16 high-card points. 

The Argentine West led the king of diamonds 
and shifted to a club. Hamman cashed the A-K of 
clubs, discarding a heart, and when the queen of 
clubs fell, he continued with the jack. When East 
ruffed, Hamman overruffed and led the queen of 
diamonds. 

West covered the queen with the ace, ruffed 
in dummy. Hamman then led a low trump to the 
jack, ruffed his six of diamonds with dummy’s 
ace, ruffed a club with the nine, cashed the K-Q 
of trumps and jack of diamonds and conceded the 
last two tricks to make four spades for a score of 
620 points. 

At the second table, the Argentine North-South 
pair also got to four spades, but the outcome was 
altogether different. At this table, John Swan-
son, West for the U.S., led the king of diamonds 
and shifted to the jack of hearts! This sounded 
the death knell for the contract. It did not mat-
ter whether declarer covered with the queen or 
allowed the jack of hearts to win; either way, he 
would lose three heart tricks in succession. 

After taking the first trick and viewing the dum-
my, Swanson decided that by far his best chance 
was to find his partner with the A-10-x-(x) or A-9
-x-(x) of hearts, and this hope materialized. Had 
Swanson instead led the king or eight of hearts at 
trick two, South would have gotten home safely 
with correct play. Only the lead of the jack could 
kill the contract.
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Roseville Pottery was founded in Roseville, 
Ohio, in 1890. A second Roseville plant opened 
in nearby Zanesville in 1898. 

Early Roseville pieces were decorated with 
handwork, including sgraffito designs. Sgraffito 
is a method of scratching or carving a design into 
wet clay. Roseville 
vases with sgraffito 
designs are the most 
expensive Roseville 
vases today. 

Later pieces were 
molded, and many 
were made with 
raised decorations 
of flowers and fruit. 
Almost every piece 
was marked with 
some form of the 
word “Roseville” or 
“Rozane” (a combi-
nation of the names 
of the two cities 
where the pottery’s 
plants were locat-
ed). 

But be careful. 
Other potteries in 
Roseville used the 
word “Roseville” 
in their marks, and 
there are modern 
fakes of old Ro-
seville vases. 

A vase covered 
with raised fish de-
signed in 1906 by 
Frederick Hurten Rhead, the company’s art direc-
tor, sold for $3,125 at a June 2012 Rago Arts auc-
tion in Lambertville, N.J. It was marked “GA” 
by the unknown artist who carved the fish. An 
almost identical vase marked “ED” is known. 

There was a set pattern for the artists to fol-
low for these vases, part of a Roseville line called 
“Della Robbia.”

Q: I’m trying to find information on the 
C.M. Bott Furniture Co. of Buffalo, N.Y. I 
have a piece by the company and can’t find 
any information. Can you help? 

A: C.M. Bott Furniture Co. was founded by 
Charles M. Bott and was in business in Buffalo, 
N.Y., from 1914 to about 1931. The company 
specialized in making moderately priced dining-
room furniture.

Tip: Never wash a tobacco “felt.” The small 
flannel flags and other flannel premiums were 
packed with cigarettes in the early 1900s. They 
lose value if washed.

Need prices for collectibles? Find them at Kov-
els.com, our website for collectors. More than 
84,000 prices and 5,000 color pictures have just 
been added. Access to the prices is free at Kovels.
com/priceguide.

   (c) 2013 by Cowles Syndicate Inc.

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Bridge • Steve Becker

‘Sgraffito’ used
to engrave clay

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Antiques and 
Collecting

•
Terry 
Kovel

This vase is decorated 
with fish carved into the 
clay, so the designs are 
raised. It was estimat-
ed at $1,000-$1,500, 
but sold for more than 
$3,000 at auction last 
June. Early Roseville 
with hand decoration 
sells for more than later 
pieces.
 


