Page 2 Colby Free Press Monday, January 14,2013

Area/State

Weather:

National Weather Service
Tonight: Cloudy, then gradu-
ally becoming partly cloudy, with
a low around 9. Southeast wind
5 to 10 mph becoming south-
west after midnight.

Tuesday: Mostly  sunny,
with a high near 35. West wind
around 10 mph.

Tuesday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 22. West wind
10 to 15 mph.

Wednesday: Sunny, with a
high near 50. Northwest wind 10
to 15 mph.

Wednesday Night: Mostly
clear, with a low around 22.

Thursday: Sunny, with a high
near 47.

Thursday Night: Mostly
clear, with a low around 22.

Friday: Sunny, with a high
near 50.

Friday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 23.

Saturday: Sunny, with a high
near 47.

Saturday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 21.

Sunday: Sunny, with a high
near 43.

Friday: High, 56; Low 11
Saturday: High, 22; Low 2
Sunday: High, 23; Low 0

Precip: Friday None
Saturday None
Sunday None
Month: 0.10 inches
Year: 0.10 inches
Normal:  0.42 inches

(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset
Tuesday 8:02 a.m. 5:45p.m.
Moon: waxing, 19 percent
Wednesday 8:02a.m. 5:47 p.m.
Moon: waxing, 28 percent
(U.S. Naval Observatory)

Colby native writes new book

From “BOOK,” Page 1

in the 1890s, and a story about him won
Larsen-Sanders second place this year at the
Beech Kansas Factual Story Essay Contest,
her husband John said.

She was born on a Rawlins County farm
at the end of that era, the last of James and
Pearl Larsen’s nine children, and the only
one to go to a four-year college.

“It struck me what my forebears went
through and what they had to tolerate and
struggle with,” she said.

Despite the difficulties, she said, her par-
ents made sure all of the kids at least got
through high school, and several went to
technical colleges.

“If they were poor, they didn’t know it be-
cause everybody else was poor,” she said.

Emergency director: ambulances busy

The author said she appreciated the
chance for a better education that none of
her siblings got.

“I had gotten a good education in Colby
High School,” she said, “but that was just
the beginning.”

She earned a bachelor’s degree in litera-
ture and creative writing in 1961 from Kan-
sas Wesleyan University in Salina, where
she met her husband John.

The two married before she went to Kan-
sas State and then Fort Hays State Univer-
sity to earn a master’s degree in learning
disabilities.

She said she taught literature and cre-
ative writing at Kansas State University,
and English from 1966 to 1969 at Pittsburg
State University, then started teaching at the
junior high school in Colby in 1970. She

shifted to special education in Colby.

Larsen-Sanders said she worked a lot on
literature while in college.

“I like to see if I can express on paper
what I think and what I see and hear,” she
said. “I like to share with other people and I
like to create the lives of people that I imag-
ine in my head.”

“The Mourning Dove’s Message” is on
sale at the Prairie Museum of Art and His-
tory, she said, and will soon be available at
the Colby Community College bookstore.
The second book in the series, “Women
With Backbone,” will be available in about
two weeks, she said.

She has written one other book, “All Stub-
borned Up,” about a woman whose brother
has Alzheimer’s disease who fears she will
get it.

From “DIRECTOR,” Page 1

She told commissioners she
is doing well in her new job,
but since she does not have an
assistant, Finley agreed to be
her alternate as volunteer to fill
in at emergency management
as needed. Commissioner ap-
proved the appointment.

* Named seven banks in Colby
and Brewster as official deposi-
tories for 2013.

e Appointed Clerk Shelly
Harms as the county freedom of
information officer.

e Appointed Commissioner
Mike Baughn as a county of-

ficial to the Local Emergency
Planning Commission and as a
member to the Northwest Kan-
sas Planning and Development
Commission board.

e Appointed Commissioner
Byron Sowers to the Northwest
Kansas Local Environmental
Protection Group.

* Approved 2013 Appointees:
Health Director Kasiah Roth-
child; emergency management
director and local emergency
planning commission coordi-
nator, AraSmith; Coroner Dr.
Darren Matchell; noxious weed,
prairie dog and road supervisor,
Clair Schrock; household haz-

ardous waste and landfill super-
visor, Larry Jumper; emergency
medical services and 911 direc-
tor, Hickert; emergency medi-
cal services medical advisor,
Dr. Brewster Kellogg; county
health officer, Dr. John Dygert;
and radiological officer, Scott
Hilbrink.

e Named the Colby Free Press
as the official county newspa-
per.

e Approved 2013 Fair Board
members: President Austen
Moser, Vice President Schrock,
Secretary Audrey Hines, Mark
Bredemeier, Tom Chain, Dar-
rell Dible, Nancy Rundel, Bill

Shields, Brad Skolout, Stan
Strange, Kathi Wright, Karla
Haggard, Janet Hopson, Sam
Bienhoff, Brett Mariman, Bryce
Mariman and Leland Jones.

* Reviewed the county land-
fill totals for 2012. The average
intake was 14.12 tons per day
for the first quarter; 17.05 for
the second quarter; 16.63 tons
the third quarter; and 15.03 the
fourth. Low averages were in
January and December, 13.6 and
12.66 tons per day respectively.
Highs were recorded for May
and August, 1747 and 17.89
tons. The average for the year
was 15.65 tons per day.

Man here pleads guilty to motel theft

Fiscal issues dominate Kansas Legislature’s agenda in session

From “AGENDA,” Page 1

fiscal year beginning in July, a
shortfall tied to aggressive in-
come tax cuts approved last
year.

Senate Minority Leader An-
thony Hensley, a Topeka Demo-
crat, called it a “self-inflicted
crisis.”

The state’s sales tax also is set
to drop in July, and GOP lead-
ers expected to consider cancel-
ing the decrease and tightening
spending to allow for additional
income tax reductions.

But last week, a three-judge

From “GUILTY,” Page 1

in his press release that he graduated from
Colby High School in 1995 and from the
college, where he studied radio and televi-
sion communications, in 1999.

“We met when I was 24, and I'm 42,”
Goodwin said. “I was a teacher and he was
a college kid, and he came over and judged
a forensics tourney for me.”

He added that Robert has both performed
in plays he wrote and written plays that he
directed.

“We quickly found out we both liked to

write and we’ve been writing buddies ever
since,” Goodwin said.

He said Robert wrote the one-act “Becky
Thatcher” play over a period of 12 hours on
his back porch while Goodwin grilled burg-
ers for his friend.

“He wrote it and it went on stage within a
30-hour period,” Goodwin said.

Robert said in his press release that he has
written and performed plays in Hill City,
Colby, Hoxie, Cincinnati and Davao City in
the Phillippines, where he did street theater.

Goodwin said he did not know the full
story of the thefts until Robert was arrested.

When the police came to his door, Good-
win said, Robert “was as surprised at least
as everybody.

At first, he said, he just knew that his
friend had been fired by the motel and did
not ask for details until later. He said he
understood that Robert had wanted to pay
Quality Inn restitution to make up for the
thefts.

“He thought he was done,” Goddwin said.
“He thought that was the end of it.”

An employee at the Quality Inn could not
find anyone who worked there at the same
time as Robert did.

panel hearing a school funding
lawsuit in Shawnee County Dis-
trict Court ruled that the state’s
per-pupil aid didn’t meet re-
quirements under the state con-
stitution because it has dropped
since 2008. If legislators com-
plied with the court order, they’d
increase annual spending on
schools at least $440 million.
The state is already planning an
appeal, and Republican leaders
denounced the decision, sug-
gesting they’ll defy it.
Republicans hold majorities
of 32-8 in the Senate and 92-33
in the House. Those are the same

L o, o
/_I_Ls"bm o)

as the margins before last year’s
elections, but with Wagle and
other conservatives running the
Senate after their allies ousted
GOP moderates in primaries.

Political redistricting last year
also helped raise a crop of new
faces. The 125-member House
has 49 members who have never
served in the Legislature.

Sixteen of the 40 senators are
new to the chamber, though a
dozen previously served in the
House.

The turnover has many con-
servatives eager to try again to
pass proposals that previously

stalled in the Senate. That’s
true for proposals to change
the selection process for appel-
late court members, in which a
commission with an attorney
majority screens applications
and nominates three finalists for
the governor, with no role for
legislators. The Senate Judiciary
Committee plans hearings on the
issue Wednesday and Thursday.

But GOP leaders aren’t sure
how the new members will feel
about keeping the state’s sales
tax at its current 6.3 percent rate
rather than letting it drop to 5.7
percent as planned in July. Leg-

islators and Brownback’s prede-
cessor as governor raised the tax
in 2010 to help close a previous
budget shortfall but promised
most of the increase would be
temporary.

Brownback pushed unsuccess-
fully last year to keep the sales
tax rate in place to offset aggres-
sive income tax cuts designed
to stimulate economic activity.
While there’s support among
Republicans for canceling the
sales tax decrease, it’s been
mostly in the context of linking
that change to further income tax
reductions.

Wednesday Evening
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Wesleyan Church

to hold Bible study

The Colby Wesleyan Church will be-
gin a women’s Bible study Wednesday,
from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. at the church,
320 W. Pine St., and from 6:30 to 8:15
p.m. at the Pioneer Memorial Library.
Both groups will read “The Girl’s Still
Got It” by Liz Curtis Higgs, a study of
the book of Ruth. For information, or to
register, call Joy Rothfuss at 462-8391,
or e-mail wesleyan@st-tel.net.

Hospital offering
childbirth classes

Citizens Medical Center will have
the second of four weeks of childbirth
classes from 7 to 9 p.m. Thursdays
this week. Women due to deliver be-
fore May should attend with their labor
support partner, since the next classes
won’t begin until April. For informa-
tion or to register, call Jeanene Brown
at the hospital’s Education Department,
460-4850.

College auditioning
acts for talent show

The Student Government Association
at Colby Community College plans a
community talent show at 7 p.m. Thurs-
day, Jan. 31, at the Cultural Arts Cen-
ter on campus as part of Homecoming
Week. Auditions will be from 7 to 9 p.m.
next Monday and Tuesday, Jan.22, at the
center. Entry forms are available at the
college bookstore, the admissions office
and the student affairs office. Prizes will
be awarded to the winners; there is no
charge to participate. For information
or to schedule an audition, call Brittney
Squire at 460-5495 or Gunnar Hays at
(785) 202-1218.

Rotary cooking soup

at ball games next week

The Colby Rotary Club plans a soup
supper from 5 to 8 p.m. Tuesday, Jan.
22, during the Colby-Goodland basket-
ball games at the Community Building.
Cost is $5 for adults and $3 for children
3 to 7, with children under 3 free. Come
support the club and its many civic proj-
ects. For information, call Gary Adrian
at 460-2931.

Pets ready for adoption
at Colby Animal Clinic

Looking for a pet? Colby Animal
Clinic has two dogs available for adop-
tion: a 7-month-old female purebred
red heeler and a 4-year-old female blue
heeler. Lost or strayed animals are often
brought to the clinic. Call or stop by 810
E. Fourth St. All animals have current
shots, and costs are minimal. For ques-
tions, call 460-8621

Fifth graders to give

musical at school

The Colby Grade School fifth grad-
ers will present a free musical, “Desti-
nation America,” featuring songs from
different American genres and “Give Us
a Home,” commissioned for the Colby
Public Schools, at 2 and 7 p.m. Tuesday.
Jan. 29, at the grade school auditorium.
For information, call music teacher Jen-
nifer Koel at 460-5100, ext. 1104.
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