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Area/State

Weather:

National Weather Service

Tonight:

night.

Thursday: Patchy fog before
10 a.m. Otherwise, partly sunny,
with a high near 38. South wind

10 to 15 mph.

Thursday  Night:
cloudy, with a low around 23.
South wind 10 to 15 mph be-

coming north after midnight.

Friday: Sunny, with a high
near 50. North wind 5 to 10
mph becoming south in the af-
ternoon.

Friday Night: Partly cloudy,

with a low around 23.

Saturday: Partly sunny, with

a high near 52.

Saturday Night: A 40 percent
chance of rain. Mostly cloudy,

Patchy fog after
midnight. Otherwise, increasing
clouds, with a low around 11.
Northeast wind around 10 mph
becoming southeast after mid-

Partly

From “SCHOOL,” Page 1

Monday night’s resolution
and the one from 2010 — which
could raise the levy under capi-
tal outlay to the eight total mills
allowed by law — both will ex-
pire after the 2015-2016 fiscal
year.

“It will keep our community’s
taxes relatively the same,” Har-
rison said.

The district plans to publish a
notice of the increase in the Col-
by Free Press for two weeks. It
will go into effect unless a peti-
tion signed by 10 percent or more
of district voters is filed with the
county election officer within 40
days of the second publication.

Harrison said after the meet-
ing the district expects to spend
$1 million to $1.2 million on
the project over the next two
years. She said work over the
summer includes replacing the
heating and cooling system and
roof at the middle school. New,
more efficient lighting in district
buildings should be completed
during the next school year. The
project could save $61,000 a
year in energy and maintenance
costs, she said.

Scott Strom and Aaron Etz-
korn, engineers from 360, were
at the meeting to present their
plans for improvements to the
buildings. Strom, business de-
velopment manager for the firm,

From “INSTRUCTOR,” Page 1

asked the board to review the
presentation to make changes.

The project they suggested
included:

* Replacing heating and cool-
ing machinery in the middle
school would be the first order
of business. Etzkorn said three
heating units would be placed
on the middle school roof, and
some of the piping now used to
take hot water out of the base-
ment would then send it in the
opposite direction. The units
have a lifespan of 25 to 30 years,
he said, and two would be used
to heat the school, with the other
one used as back up. Strom said
two 1960s-era steam boilers in
the elementary school basement
provide all the heating for the
kindergarten, elementary and
middle schools today.

* A cooling system with a
total of four airhandlers would
replace 1960s gas-absorbtion
chillers, Strom said, and also go
on the roof. These units would
last 15 to 20 years but are much
cheaper than new chillers, which
would last 20-25 years.

 Lighting would be retrofit-
ted to all the district buildings,
including lights on the building
exteriors and the gyms. This
project will include motion-
control sensors in the buildings
that would turn the lights off if
rooms are unoccupied.

e For the high school, they

she says, “I ask questions like what is it,

America. The artifacts which

others found in Canada and Siber

those left by the “Clovis” people who arch-
aeologists think were the first to live in North

found, however, bore close resemblance to
the first people would have migrated from.

She said the artifacts have a resemblance
to “Mousterian” tools made by Neandertals

Schlesier

ia, where

where is it, why is it there.”

Archaeologists often use radio carbon
dating, testing organic material they dig up
in a lab to tell how old it is, Davis-Stephens
said, but the conditions in the arctic made
this testing ineffective, so they had to rely
on the team geologist. The report said he
studied the steam bed to decide that the arti-
facts were 18,000 years old.

suggested adding air and dirt
separators to clean water in
the heating and cooling piping.
Strom said the firm found depos-
its of iron in the piping, which
indicates corrosion. Filtering
out dirt will reduce corrosion to
extend the life of the expensive
piping, he said, while removing
air will make it more efficient.

e Strom said that a custom-
made drain pan should go under
an air handler in the roof over
the high-school gym to stop con-
densation from forming under it.
The firm said at an earlier board
meeting that water once dripped
from this handler onto the gym
floor, which cost $100,000 to
replace.

* The vinyl roof on the middle
school would be replaced with
a black synthetic rubber mem-
brane. Etzkorn said the roof
would be fully attached, applied
after all the old roofing is torn off
down to the concrete. Attached
this way, he said, it should with-
stand winds of up to 120 mph.
The current roof is covered with
tarp and egg rock, and board
member Brice Barton said at an
earlier meeting it has started to
rip away from the walls, leaving
gaps up to a foot wide.

¢ Pipes running from the steam
boilers under the middle school
gym provide a bit of heat, Strom
said, so when the new heating is
added, and infrared or gas-fired

the past.

School board to raise capital levy

heating system will be added
there. Other improvements add-
ed to the middle school include
and air handler and condensing
unit to heat or cool the middle
office, but not the rest of the
building. A number of changes
would be make to the building’s
plumbing.

e The representatives also
recommended upgrading the
single-pane windows and door-
ways at the elementary school,
especially the south side. During
the audit, the firm noticed con-
densation and even mold near
the windows of the intermedi-
ate school, and said a single sets
of doors is doing a poor job of
providing insulation. Strom said
this project could be done in
the future, but is not part of the
initial plan, and would be over
and above the $1.2 million price
tag. Strom said his firm could let
bids out starting in March, and
all bids for the project would be
competitive. Invitations would
also be sent to area contractors,
he said and to more experienced
companies they trust to take on
larger projects, which might
subcontract to locals.

Board Vice President Tracy
Rogers asked who would ap-
prove the bids, and Strom said
the board would have oversight
of all approvals. Harrison said
360 would set the specifica-
tions.

Instructor speaks about researchers

his assistant as an undergrad and a gradu-
ate student. She still works with him, doing
anthropology with the Southern Cheyenne
in Oklahoma. She and her husband Bryce,
who said he also works with Schlesier, have
traveled with him to his native Germany in

Nancy Arendt, President of the Kansas
Anthropological Association, said that asso-
ciation members are available to give talks

with a low around 31.
Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a

until 30,000 years ago in Europe.
When Davis-Stephens teaches classes,

Davis-Stephens said she met Schlesier in

1972 as a student at Wichita State. She was groups.

to schools 4-H clubs, scouts and other civic

high near 52.

Sunday Night: Partly cloudy,

with a low around 28.

Monday: Partly sunny, with a

high near 54.

Monday Night: Mostly cloudy,

with a low around 27.

Tuesday: A 30 percent
chance of rain. Mostly cloudy,

with a high near 40.

Friday: High, 60; Low 22
Saturday: High, 58; Low 19

Sunday:

High, 42; Low 21
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Thursday at 8 p.m. and a poker
tournament Saturday at 1 p.m.
The grill will be offering $8
pulled pork sandwiches all day
Saturday. The money from the
sandwiches and some from the
poker tournament will also go to
the Wessels.

McDonald has been promot-
ing the event on Facebook, the
radio and by word of mouth.

“I anticipate a pretty good
turnout,” he said. “We’ve got
quite a lot of response. A lot of
people know the Wessels.”

One of those people is Dana
Moss, a neighbor of the family,
who said she will put out buckets

at the bar during the concerts for
people to drop donations into.

“I’ve known the kids since
they were tiny and I’ve known
them many, many years,” she
said.

Klint Wessel graduated from
Golden Plains High School in
2008 and started working on a
farm with this father and grand-

Concerts planned for disabled Hoxie man

father, Lori Wessel said. He lives
on his own near Hoxie. She said
her sister, Brenna Crandall, is
working on another concert for
Klint in Colorado, but was not
sure about the details.

“I’'m just trying to get my son
going,” she said. “I’m not really
thinking about anything else.”

Monday: High, 45; Low 13
Tuesday: High, 55; Low 14

Keystone pipeline decision still months away

Precip: Fri.-Tues.  None
Month: 0.10 inches
Year: 0.10 inches « »
Normal:  0.42 inches From "PIPELINE,” Page 1
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Thursday ~ 7:58 a.m. 5:56 p.m. many jobs in limbo, he should find a way to
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say yes.”
White House spokesman Jay Carney said
the State Department was reviewing the

project and he did not want to “get ahead of
that process.”

Environmental groups have been pressur-
ing Obama to reject the pipeline, which they
say would transport “dirty oil” and produce
heat-trapping gases that contribute to global
warming. They also worry about a possible

spill.

the pipeline.

Even as they cheered Obama’s vow dur-
ing his inaugural address to respond to cli-
mate change, some of the president’s stron-
gest supporters say they fear his legacy on
the issue could be damaged if he approves

Briefly
Cemetery decorations
need to be picked up

All Christmas and nonpermanent
grave decorations at Beulah Cemetery
should be picked by Friday, Feb. 1, to
allow for routine maintenance. Call
caretaker Deb Henry at 462-3188 with
any questions.

Free lunch offered
Saturday at First Baptist

Everyone is invited to a free Joyful
Blessings lunch from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Saturday at the First Baptist Church on
the corner of Webster and Grant. Bring a

friend. For information, call the church
office at 462-2867.

Pets ready for adoption

at Colby Animal Clinic
Looking for a pet? Colby Animal
Clinic has two dogs available for adop-
tion: and a 4-year-old female blue heel-
er and a 3-year-old male black and tan
pug mix. Call or stop by 810 E. Fourth
St. All animals have current shots, and

costs are minimal. For questions, call
460-8621.

Soup fellowship to raise
money for treatment

A soup-and-dessert fellowship will
be held from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sun-
day at the Brewster United Methodist
Church, 202 Nebraska Ave. A “we care”
offering will be taken to help April Al-
britton with her cancer treatments. For
information, call Bonnie Reid, (785)
694-2775.

Fire district to hold

board meeting Tuesday

The Thomas County Rural Fire Dis-
trict No. 3 board will meet at 7 p.m.
Tuesday at Colby Fire Department,
1125 S. Country Club. The public is
welcome. For information, call Chief
Bob McLemore at 460-4454.

Community Foundation
to serve pulled pork

The Thomas County Community
Foundation will be having a pulled-pork
meal starting at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday at the
Colby Community Building during the
Colby High-Ulysses basketball games.
Donations will go to the foundation. For
information, contact Melinda Olson at
460-9152.

Fifth graders to give

musical at school

The Colby Grade School fifth grad-
ers will present a free musical, “Desti-
nation America,” featuring songs from
different American genres and “Give Us
a Home,” commissioned for the Colby
Public Schools, at 2 and 7 p.m. Tues-
day at the grade school auditorium. For
information, call music teacher Jennifer
Koel at 460-5100, ext. 1104.

Volunteers needed

to deliver home meals
The Colby Nutrition Site at the Senior
Progress Center needs volunteers to de-
liver meals to homes from 10:30 a.m. to
noon Tuesdays or Thursdays. Call Kaila
DeBoer at 460-2901 for information.
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