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Legally sold restricted guns boom in Texas

By Dane Schiller

Houston Chronicle

HOUSTON (AP) — In a heavily guarded store just
southwest of Houston, twin .50-caliber “Ma Deuce”
machine guns rise up side by side from a mount that
could be bolted to the deck of a warship or truck
bed.

The guns can fire about 1,200 rounds a minute and
take down a plane.

The price tag reads $75,000.

They are among an arsenal of “restricted” or Class
3 weapons, all legal and for sale at Houston Armory,
a company that caters to the elite of the gun world
and specializes in machine guns, silencers and other
weapons required to be registered with the U.S. gov-
ernment.

A few feet away is a fully operational M-60 ma-
chine gun, similar to the one carried by “Rambo”
through the jungle. There also is a pristine-condition
Tommy gun modeled like those used in the Al Ca-
pone days.

About 28,690 machine guns are legally owned
and registered in Texas, according to the Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives. That in-
cludes thousands of such guns believed to be in Har-
ris County and the surrounding area and owned by

private citizens, as well as corporations and police
departments.

The weapons are cherished by enthusiasts, collec-
tors and investors who can own them and use them
if they are willing to wait and pay. A fully automatic
12-gauge shotgun goes for $150,000 — the price of a
house or high-end sports car.

What would a wealthy, law-abiding person do with
a pair of machine guns worthy of a frigate?

“It is a trophy, a piece of artwork. Why do you
want a Mona Lisa?” said Cris Parsons, general man-
ager of Houston Armory. “People get off on having
things others don’t have.

“Odds are that the CEO of a major corporation
will buy this,” said Parsons, who has fired the guns
and can imagine them perched as a centerpiece at a
hunting lodge.

Despite the discomfort some might have over pri-
vate citizens owning guns that were made for sol-
diers, law enforcement authorities say they can’t
point to a specific instance in which a legally regis-
tered machine gun was used by a private citizen to
commit a violent crime.

The weapons used in Connecticut, at Sandy Hook
Elementary School, and in Colorado, at an Aurora
movie theater, for example, were lesser weapons,
semiautomatics that are quickly and more easily pur-

Workshops to cover marketing

Changes in farm legislation,
coupled with volatile crop prices
have many agricultural produc-
ers considering different methods
for managing yield and price risk.
Kansas State University will hold
Risk-Assessed Marketing work-
shops during February to address
those different methods, including
two in Hays. The first covers ba-
sic information and the second is
more advanced.

The workshops, presented by
K-State Research and Extension
agricultural economists Art Barn-
aby and Dan O’Brien, will intro-

duce producers to an integrated
marketing and production man-
agement approach that combines
government programs, crop in-
surance and alternative marketing
techniques.

Among the topics to be ad-
dressed are details of crop in-
surance programs, agricultural
futures, put and call options, for-
ward contracts, marketing loans
and basis contracts.

The basic workshop will be
Wednesday, Feb. 6, and the ad-
vanced workshop will be Thurs-
day, Feb. 7. To sign up, contact

KU grads announced

Several northwest Kansas stu-
dents were among the 1,440 can-
didates for degrees for the fall
2012 semester at the University of
Kansas. They were:

e Jordan Carroll of Atwood,
son of Craig and Tina Carroll,
Atwood. A graduate of Rawlins
County High School, he received
a bachelor of science in atmo-
spheric science.

e Tessa Reuber of Atwood,
daughter of David Reuber and Pa-
tricia Horine, both of Atwood. A
graduate of Rawlins County High
School, she received a bachelor of
fine arts in design.

e Katelin Neuenschwander of
Hoxie, the daughter of Karl and

The “It’s Only Another Beer”
Black and Tan

8 oz. pilsner lager

8 oz. stout lager

1 frosty mug
1icy road

1 pick-up truck
110-hour day

1 tired worker

A few rounds with the guys

Mix ingredients.
Add 1 totalled vehicle.

Never underestimate ‘just a few.”
Buzzed driving is drunk driving.
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Marie Neuenschwander, Hoxie.
A graduate of Hoxie High School,
she received a bachelor of science
in business in accounting.
Degrees are conferred in De-
cember based on work completed
during the fall semester. Because
KU conducts only one formal
commencement each year, many
students graduating in the fall or
summer terms will return on Sun-
day, May 19, for the ceremony.

$5555%

If you’re looking to:

Buy, Sell,
or Trade,

start with

The Colby

Free Press

CLASSIFIEDS
785-462-3963

Stacy Campbell at (785) 628-9430
or scampbel @ksu.edu.

Information, including links to
brochures for each site, is avail-
able at www.agmanager.info and
click on RAM workshops, or con-
tact Rich Llewelyn at (785) 532-
1504 or rvl@ksu.edu.

chased at sporting-goods stores, whereas obtaining a
license for a machine gun takes six months.

Larry Karson, an assistant professor of criminal
justice at the University of Houston-Downtown and
a retired federal agent, said regulations and culture
surrounding fully automatic weapons are an example
of successful gun control, with respect to safety.

“You haven’t had any violations of consequence to
make it a front-page story to change the law,” he said,
adding that the government can confirm the where-
abouts and ownership of machine guns through a
home visit, if needed.

“A gun dealer who handles these types of weapons
is as concerned about the safety of a community as
any law-enforcement officer,” he said.

The number of such guns was limited after Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan signed a law stipulating no
more new machine guns, starting in 1986, could be
produced for civilian ownership. The move was born
from a 1934 law that first required machine guns be
registered with the government and established a
$200 tax. The restriction was meant to rein in Tom-
my guns from the gangster days.

The tax was a purposely stifling amount back in
the day, but remains the same even now, although
if it were adjusted for inflation, it would equate to
$3.436, today, according to the Department of La-
bor.

Every year, there are slightly fewer guns circulat-
ing, so their price climbs and with time, more col-
lectors seek them. The price of an M-16 before 1986
cost about $800, and now goes for about $20,000.

Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms spokeswoman
Ginger Colbrun said the agency keeps track of ma-
chine-gun owners, but the exact number of civilian
owners in the region was not readily available.

“There are lots of opinions out there on firearms.
We are not here to weigh in on any of them,” Col-
brun said, “just to enforce the laws on the books.”

Requirements are about the same as buying a regu-
lar gun. Owners generally cannot be felons, must be
a U.S. citizen or legally residing in the United States
and must promise to keep the gun properly secured.

They also have to provide to authorities the exact
address of the guns’ owner and be amenable to in-
person visits by inspectors. The six-month waiting
period is also seen as a possible deterrent to crimi-
nals.

A Department of Justice-issued application states
that the “chief law-enforcement officer” in the com-
munity where an individual gun owner lives must
sign a form to confirm he or she has been advised
the gun will be in their area and that they have no
objection.

Authorities have witnessed the wrath of machine
guns in the wrong hands. In an especially infamous
1997 attempt to rob a bank in North Hollywood, Ca-
lif., two men in full body armor sprayed bullets at
police while using illegal machine guns.

In 2005, five machine guns were stolen from an
unlocked vehicle belonging to a gun dealer in The
Woodlands who had been at the shooting range and
left them when he parked in front of his home. They
were later found.

Houston Armory founder Bill Pace said he and
other dealers were outraged by the carelessness.

So much firepower in one specialty weapons shop
might entice criminals, but the weapons are kept in
vaults within a large bank-style vault, protected by
security cameras and alarms. Pace’s employees are
armed and trained, and the police say they can re-
spond to any alarm from the business in less than a
minute.

“Any sane person would not try it,” he said of po-
tential attackers.

He added, “We observe everyone, and if we don’t
feel comfortable with the transaction, we won’t do
business with them.”
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January 26, 2013

KANSAS PIONEER CHAPTER
29th ANNUAL BANQUET
PROGRAM

Comfort Inn
Convention Center
Colby, Kansas

5:00 - 6:00 p.m. Social Hour & Preview
6:00 p.m. Dinner
Auction and Prize Drawings Follow Dinner

SPECIAL DRAWING

F&M Insurance Store

We will be closed Friday,
January 25th to relocate our office
to 1675 W. 4th St., Colby

If you need service, please stop
by our 370 N. Franklin location
(formerly Cersovsky Ins) or we
can be reached at 785-462-6779

ATTENTION:

Customers

DRAWINGS INCLUDE:

Edition
Rifle

e CZ Ringneck 20 ga. Side-by-Side
Shotgun

and Mike’s Locker of Oakley
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e Henry Golden Boy 22 Long Rifle PF

¢ Benelli Nova 12 ga. Pump Shotgun
¢ Ruger Varmint/Target 223 Bolt Action

e Winchester SX-3 3.5” 12 ga. semi-auto

* Flatscreen TV - Donated by: F & M Bank

e $250 Cash by Pheasants Forever Board

¢ Whole Hog with Processing - Donated
by: NW KS Telecom, Colby Livestock

Ticket Donations: $5.00 per ticket,
3 tickets for $10 or 10 tickets for $20

For Banquet T|ckets, Contact:
Van Koon 460-6598, Jared Johnson 443-3373 or
Buddy Van Horn 460-2181or write P.O. Box 205,
Colby, Kansas 66701

Firearms
Prints
Merchandise

Kids’ Special Prize

Drawing Table
Youth Gun Drawing &
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1 Lifetime Hunting License
: For kids under 16 years of age
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Ladies’ Table

AUCTION ITEMS INCLUDE:
Guns
Framed Wildlife Prints
Knives
Plus Lots More

155 W. Fifth  Colby, Kan. 67701 * (785)-462-3963

and club items, features and other
news of interest to the town. This
is a great way to be in touch with
the pulse of your town and get to
know a lot of people. It requires
accuracy, speed and attention to

detail.

Society Editor

The Colby Free Press is looking
for a part-time society editor
to do social notes, weddings,
engagements, obituaries, church

Work week would be 10-
15 hours.
with experience and ability. Send
a letter and resume to Sharon
Friedlander,
W. Fifth St., Colby, Kan., 67701,
sfriedlander@nwkansas.com or
apply in person at the address
above. No calls please.This could
be the job you’ve been looking
for. EOE m/f/h.

40" Anniversary of

R.e Vwa‘e Jan. 22", 1973
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IN MEMORY OF
ALL INNOCENT VICTIMS
OF ABORTION

Pay commensurate

Publisher, at 155

Looking for
enthusiastic,
dependable
individuals to

join our team of
newspaper
carriers!

Check out all these
GREAT Incentives!

This is an independent contractor opportunity.
If you are looking to earn a little extra money
please call or come in today!

785 462. 3963 155 W. 5th Street

NEED EXTRA

* Sign on bonus after 3 mo.
* Bonus for new subscribers
* 1-2 hrs, 4 times a week

* Weekends always off

* Friendly customers

* Various sized routes




