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Weather:

. COunNnTRY |

National Weather Service
Tonight: A 20 percent chance
of snow after midnight. Mostly
cloudy, with a low around 28.
South wind 10 to 15 mph becom-
ing northwest after midnight.

Tuesday: A 30 percent
chance of snow, mainly before
noon. Mostly cloudy, with a high
near 39. Breezy, with a north-
west wind 15 to 20 mph, with
gusts as high as 30 mph. New
snow accumulation of less than
a half inch possible.

Tuesday  Night:  Mostly
cloudy, with a low around 16.
Blustery, with a northwest wind
15 to 20 mph, with gusts as high
as 30 mph.

Wednesday: Scattered flur-
ries. Partly sunny, with a high
near 37. Breezy, with a north-
west wind 10 to 20 mph, with
gusts as high as 30 mph.

Wednesday Night: Scattered
flurries before midnight. Mostly
cloudy, with a low around 19.

Thursday: Partly sunny, with
a high near 40.

Thursday Night: Partly
cloudy, with a low around 20.

Friday: Mostly sunny, with a
high near 47.

Friday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 26.

Saturday: Sunny, with a high
near 53.

Saturday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 26.

Sunday: Sunny, with a high
near 58.

Friday: High, 55; Low 22
Saturday: High, 59; Low 27
Sunday: High, 56; Low 25

Precip: Friday 0.05 inches
Saturday None
Sunday Trace
Month: 0.15 inches
Year: 0.15 inches
Normal:  0.42 inches

(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset
Tuesday 7:54 am. 6:01 p.m.

Moon: waning, 93 percent
Wednesday 7:53 a.m. 6:03 p.m.
Moon: waning, 87 percent
(U.S. Naval Observatory)

College board goes electronic

From “COLLEGE,” Page 1

Leiker said it would.

Trustee Cindy Black asked if
the information would be sent
all at once or at different times.
Waites said that the practice in
the business office is to send
something out when it is ready.
The members decided they
would prefer that to avoid issues
with e-mail capacity limits.

The board decided to have
the whole thing set up and try
out the electronic packets next
month and make adjustments as
they go along.

In other business, the board:

* Approved adding a section
to the policy manual about cred-
it card use. Dr. Stephen Vacik,
college president, said this was
a suggestion of the auditors be-
cause there was no policy about
this topic.

 Approved canceling the col-
lege’s contract with the Hays
Area Children’s Center in Feb-
ruary. Vacik said the center was
on campus for a few years, but

due to budget cuts, they had cut
back to one part-time person this
year. The office was called the
Child Care Resource and Refer-
ral Center; it provided informa-
tion for child care providers and
served as a clearing house for
them. Vacik said that when Re-
esa Stoll, resource and referral
infant-toddler specialist, quit,
the center said it could no longer
afford to have a person here.

Vacik said they are still talk-
ing about leaving some or all of
their materials in the library so
they could be checked out.

e Approved suspending the
Goodland nursing program for
the coming academic year, with
plans to revisit the issue in the
fall. Vacik said Northwest Kan-
sas Technical College in Good-
land asked Colby to vacate the
building the college has been
leasing from them back in June,
and they haven’t been able to
find a new place to move into.
They looked at a couple, he
said, but they weren’t suitable.
He said right now, there has not

been interest in the program.

* Received board self evalua-
tions and a presidential evalua-
tion to fill out. Vacik was given a
self-evaluation as well and attor-
ney John Gatz was given copies
of the evaluation forms. Leiker
asked them to return the evalua-
tions by Sunday, Feb. 10.

e Heard the December finan-
cial report from Waites, who said
expenses through the first half
of the year are on track. He said
the annual budget forecast has
changed to $13.88 million after
the beef program budget was
increased. He added $235,900
worth of encumbrances were
outstanding Dec. 31, budget re-
ports indicate about $7.2 million
remaining and the cash balance
was $160,000.

The good news, Waites said,
is that in the past three weeks,
the college has received about
$2.9 million from the state oper-
ating grant and county taxes.

“But that has to last us a
while,” he added.

In other items, he said they

are still watching cash flow and
enrollment and student reten-
tion remain critical. Waites said
the audit firm is waiting for the
release of guidelines for a re-
cent Office of Management and
Budget order on federal money.
He said the guidelines were sup-
posed to come out before Dec.
31, but Hurricane Sandy delayed
the process. They are expecting
them any day now, he said.

Lastly, Waites said a Higher
Learning Commission followup
as well as finishing W-2 forms
and the 2013-14 budget are all
priorities in the next few weeks.

At the end of Waites’ report,
Vacik added that starting Tues-
day, the administration institut-
ed an austerity policy and said
the college will cut spending
this spring.

* Approved changing the date
of the February board meeting
from Monday, Feb. 18, which
is Presidents Day, when the col-
lege will be closed, to move the
meeting to 5:30 p.m. Monday,
Feb. 25.

School board hears about computer use

From “SCHOOL,” Page 1

“Kids like it and they love making stuff

She said she also uses a website called
“Mangahigh,” in which kids play games

based on math skills.

Murdock talked about a website his stu-
dents used called “GoAnimate.” He showed
the boards some of the videos his kids used
to explain actual Supreme Court cases.

“Most of the students picked ones about

student issues,” he said.

He showed several other videos about
court cases that had been made without the

website.

Because of a shortage of iPads and com-
puter access, kids made these by filming
puppets made out of popsicle sticks. Mur-
dock said later that his class also had access
to five iPads which were a third option for

making videos.

said.

called “Mixbook.”

story.”

She said she chose her students’ best-
designed books and had them printed out
and mailed to the school for about $20 each.
The books are displayed in the library. Her
students’ books include their own drawings
and photographs, along with backgrounds
you can choose on the website.

“It’s actually a website for making scrap-
books,” Collins said, “but you can type in
there and it’s very user friendly.”

using the animation and things like that,” he

Collins showed the board a small book
her math students made using a website

“They make their own pictures,”
explained after the meeting. “The concept
has to be a math concept worked into the

She said the money for the books came
from two $250 grants she got from Midwest

Energy last fall and spring to help kids cre-

ate or make something.
Ostmeyer uses a website called Kidblog to

let kids comment on something they learned

she

the site.

or read in class. He said that he has the abil-
ity to decide what the kids have acess to on

During the science section of his classes,

he said, kids used a compass application in
one of the school’s iPads to find out if met-
als are magnetic.

Rall noted that he just got back from a
year of duty in Kuwait with the National
Guard, so he had less to talk about, but he
did take a 40-hour Microsoft Excel class
while deployed which he said “blew my
mind away,” and feels he learned a lot about
collecting and organizing data.

Newcomers will fight for council spots

From “COUNCIL,” Page 1

said his responsibilities include
finding someone to serve if an
elected candidate cannot fulfill
their duties.

“I feel like it’s every citizen’s
job to put their name in there and
serve when they can,” he said.

Faber started his job at the
school last year after completing
a degree in elementary educa-
tion at Fort Hays State Universi-
ty. He ran his own construction

business before that. He grew
up on a farm in Rawlins County
north of Brewster and has lived
in Colby since 1999. His father,
John, was a state representative
for several years in the district
that now includes Colby.

Mariman is the highway fore-
man for the county Road and
Bridge Department.

He said he started with the
county as an equipment opera-
tor and has been foreman for the
last 10 years.

Contacted before the filing
deadline, he said, “I’ve been
working for the county for 21
years and I kind of know streets
and asphalt and equipment.”

He said his kids are out of the
house, and he felt this would be
a good time in his life to run.

Britton, recently retired from
Road and Bridge, said he was on
the council from 1991 to 2001
and he thinks it’s an interesting
job.

Bolyard, a volunteer firefight-

er, is a branch manager for the
Decatur Co-op Association in
Lenora, a job he says requires
problem solving and balancing
a budget.

“My main thing is to get on
the City Council and I wanted to
get people interested in Colby,”
he said.

He said he has three young
children. He grew up in Bird
City, moving to Colby eight
years ago to be closer to family.

Barge hits Mississippi River bridge, spills oil

From “BARGE,” Page 1

About 10 to 12 northbound vessels and

was stretched across part of the river down-
stream from the barge, and a small boat ap-
peared to patrol the area.

10 to 12 southbound vessels were waiting to
pass today, Breazeale said.

Coast Guard spokesman Lt. Ryan Gomez
said investigators reported that a towboat or

Wednesday Evening

tug was pushing two tank barges when the
collision occurred about 1:30 a.m. Sunday.

The second barge was damaged, Gomez
said, but officials inspected and cleared the
railroad bridge afterward.

L . ﬂ]
Fire district to hold

board meeting Tuesday

The Thomas County Rural Fire Dis-
trict No. 3 board will meet at 7 p.m.
Tuesday at the Colby Fire Department,
1125 S. Country Club. The public is
welcome. For information, call Chief
Bob McLemore at 460-4454.

Community Foundation
to serve pulled pork

The Thomas County Community
Foundation will be having a pulled-pork
meal starting at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday at the
Colby Community Building during the
Colby High-Ulysses basketball games.
Donations will go to the foundation. For
information, contact Executive Director
Melinda Olson at 460-9152.

Fifth graders to give

musical at school

The Colby Grade School fifth grad-
ers will present a free musical, “Desti-
nation America,” featuring songs from
different American genres and “Give Us
a Home,” commissioned for the Colby
Public Schools, at 2 and 7 p.m. Tues-
day at the grade school auditorium. For
information, call music teacher Jennifer
Koel at 460-5100, ext. 1104.

Red Cross plans blood

drive here this week

The American Red Cross will hold a
blood drive from noon to 6 p.m. Tuesday
and 7:45 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Wednesday
at the National Guard Armory, 470 S.
Range Ave. Call (800) RED CROSS or
go to www.redcrossblood.org to make
an appointment, but walk-ins are wel-
come. All blood types are needed. Bring
a blood donor card or driver’s license
or two other forms of identification.
Anyone who is 17, weighs at least 110
pounds and is in generally good health
may be eligible to donate.

Emergency Services

to hold Business After 5

The Colby-Thomas County Area
Chamber of Commerce’s Business After
Five will be from 5 to 7 p.m. Wednesday
at the Thomas County Emergency Med-
ical Services office, 1275 S. Franklin.
Drop in for hors d’oeuvres, beverages
and the chance to see the new equipment
and ambulance and meet the emergency
medical staff. For information, call Di-
rector Joe Hickert at 460-4585.

Conservation District
to hold annual meeting

The Thomas County Conservation
District will hold its annual meeting at
noon Wednesday, Feb. 13, at the Colby
Country Club. Chili, chicken-noodle
soup and cinnamon rolls will be served
in a “come-as-you-are” appreciation
lunch. Make reservations by Wednes-
day at (785) 462-7482. Kansas Bank-
ers Association Awards will be given
out for soil conservation and windbreak
establishment. An election will be held
for one supervisor and the district will
report on the year’s financial activity.
For information, call Manager Debbie
Potter at 462-7482.
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