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Area/State

Weather

National Weather Service
Tonight: Patchy fog after 1
a.m. Otherwise, partly cloudy,
with a low around 16. Northeast
wind 5 to 15 mph becoming
south after midnight.

Friday: Patchy fog before 7
a.m. Otherwise, mostly sunny,
with a high near 52. Southwest
wind 5 to 10 mph.

Friday Night: Scattered
sprinkles and flurries between
7 p.m. and 1 a.m. Partly cloudy,
with a low around 20. West wind
5 to 10 mph becoming north-
west after midnight.

Saturday: Sunny, with a high
near 54. Northwest wind 10 to
15 mph.

Saturday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 23.

Sunday: Sunny, with a high
near 55.

Sunday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 26.

Monday: Sunny, with a high
near 56.

Monday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 25.

Tuesday: Sunny, with a high
near 55.

Tuesday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 25.

Wednesday: Sunny, with a
high near 60.

Wednesday: High, 38; Low 14
Precip: Wednesday: Trace

Month: 0.16 inches
Year: 0.16 inches
Normal: 0.42 inches

(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset
Friday 7:51 a.m. 6:05p.m.
Moon: waning, 70 percent
(U.S. Naval Observatory)

Saturday Evening

300
attend
banquet

From “BANQUET,” Page 1

bee said.

He also listed youth involve-
ment as a favorite part of the
fund raiser.

“In the last 15 years, I’ve seen
the kids develop and grow up to
help us on this board,” he said.

Bugbee said that the chapter
was founded 29 years ago and
is one of the first-ever chapters,
which is why it’s called the Pio-
neer Chapter. He thinks that he
has been doing the auctions for
about 15 years.

Bugbee said the chapter’s
youth trap shooting team has
a trailer which can be used for
shooting events and can be rent-
ed out by others. The team was
introduced at the beginning of
the auction. They sold pheasant
tail feathers and help run a dice
game and square board.

Alex Heeger, farm bill wild-
life biologist for the area, intro-
duced himself to the crowd that
night to explain a new habitat
improvement incentive program
offered through Pheasants For-
ever.

“You plant a similar type of
grasses as CRP,” he said, adding
that the program is not as strict
since it is not connected to the
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Josie Bergren (left) posed with Jolene Olsen and the German shorthair pointer puppy she
won at auction at the Pheasants Forever banquet Saturday night.

government.

Under the program, farmers
will be given between $15 and
$50 an acre each year for plant-
ing grasses, legumes and shrubs,
he said.

“Farming is such a big busi-
ness nowadays that we got to
provide some kind of incentive
to provide some habitat instead
of just farming,” he said. “That’s
kind of my goals tonight is to

get those producers interested in
those programs.”

He pointed out that the money
being raised for Pheasant For-
ever stays in this area.

Fund raiser set for woman with cancer

From “WOMAN,” Page 1

best to carry on with her life as normal as

to deteriorate her hips. Ruby is so strong
and we all care about her very much. We
hope that we can raise as much as we can on
Saturday to help her out. She really deserves

the best.”

“She’s a very strong-willed person. Very
caring and will do anything for anybody
at the drop of a hat,” Schmid added. “She
continues to work full time and is doing her

possible.

“Dale, John and I are very appreciative
for all the support and help we’ve received
to help make Saturday a success and busi-
nesses in Colby have been especially gen-
erous for donating items for the auction.
We have over 50 awesome donations ready
to auction off ranging from $5 to $150 for
kids, women and men.”

Schmid said that although Brungardt’s

family was surprised about the diagnosis

“everyone immediately pulled together to

coordinate this fund raiser. We’ve all been
hoping for the best and praying for a huge
crowd so we can show Ruby how much
support she has. There are a lot of people
who care about her and her family.”

People interested in making a donation
who cannot attend the fundraiser can call
Schmid at 462-0524; Dale Brungardt at
443-1412; or Schmidt at 443-2211.

U.S. challenges deal to merge Budweiser, Corona

By Pete Yost
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON - The Jus-
tice Department on today filed a
lawsuit to stop Anheuser-Busch
InBev’s proposed $20.1 billion
purchase of Mexican brewer
Grupo Modelo, which would
unite the ownership of popular
beers like Budweiser and Co-
rona.

The government said the deal
could lead to higher beer prices
in this country because it would
substantially reduce competition
in the U.S. beer market, particu-
larly in 26 metropolitan areas. It
said the merged firm would con-
trol nearly half the beer sales in

the U.S.

In response, Anheuser-Busch
InBev (ABI) promised a court
fight to preserve its deal.

Americans spent at least $80
billion on beer last year. ABI’s
Bud Light is the best-selling
beer in the nation and Modelo’s
Corona Extra is the best-selling
import.

The Justice Department’s
lawsuit in federal court in Wash-
ington, D.C., seeks to prevent
the merger and to continue com-
petition between the firms.

Bill Baer, the assistant at-
torney general in charge of the
department’s antitrust division,
says Anheuser-Busch InBev
would be able to increase beer
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prices to U.S. consumers if the
merger were to go through.

ABI is the largest U.S. brew-
er and Modelo is the third and
together, the two firms control
about 46 percent of annual sales
in the U.S.

MillerCoors, the second-larg-
est beer company, accounts for
29 percent of nationwide sales.

“What we saw was a pattern
of behavior” in which the “big
folks were working hard to get
price increases and Modelo was
a significant constraint” on that
behavior, Baer said in an inter-
view with reporters.

Baer said that in the runup to
today’s action, the two sides en-
gaged in “frank and candid dis-
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cussions” but “at the end of the
day, we were just too far apart.”

Anheuser-Busch InBev said
the government’s bid to block
the proposed merger is inconsis-
tent with the law, the facts and
“the reality of the market place.”

According to court papers
filed in the case, ABI acts as
the industry price leader, with
MillerCoors and other brewers
typically joining the price in-
creases set by ABI. Modelo, in
contrast, has not joined.

By pricing aggressively,

Modelo — through its importer,
Crown Imports — puts pressure
on ABI to maintain or lower
prices.
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Briefly
Girls Scouts start selling

cookies Saturday

Colby Girl Scouts will be out in full
force selling cookies, starting Saturday
through March 10. This year is the first
year the girls will have the cookies as
they sell; no more ordering and waiting
for the cookies to arrive, said Leader
Penny Cline. Price per box is $3.50
and the new cookie this year is “Mango
Créme.” For information or questions,
call Cline at 460-5404.

Program needs

volunteer for tax help

The AARP program to provide free
tax help in Colby needs a volunteer
who understands basic taxes and is will-
ing to commit about four hours a week
during the tax season. Regional director
and volunteer Cathy Eddleman would
provide a day of training in Colby. The
tax service is for the elderly with lim-
ited income. Volunteers usually work in
the Pioneer Memorial Library meeting
room on scheduled days. For informa-
tion or to volunteer, call Eddleman at
(785) 821-1827.

Public dance planned
at American Legion

There will be a public dance from 6
to 10 p.m. at the American Legion Sat-
urday. Craig Stevens will be the musi-
cian — that always makes a fun evening.
For information, call Lue Duffey (785)
269-7057.

College trustees will

hold special meeting

The Colby Community College board
of trustees will hold a special meeting
at 5:30 p.m. Monday to discuss dining
service bids with two company repre-
sentatives. For information, call Debbie
Schwanke, public information director,
at 460-5411.

Colby Schools will have

book fair next week

Colby Public Schools will hold spring
Scholastic Book fairs next week from
Monday to next Thursday. Hours will
be 4 to 8 p.m. Tuesday and 2 to 8 p.m.
Thursday in the Colby Grade School li-
brary and during school hours and par-
ent/teacher conferences in the Colby
Middle School library. For information,
call Media Clerk Kelly Draper at the
middle school, 460-5200.

Evangelist will lead

meetlngs on marriage

Evangelist Matt Pringle will be lead-
ing a series of meetings on marriage and
the family at 7 p.m. Wednesday through
Friday, Feb. 8, and at 9:30 a.m., 10:30
a.m. and 6 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 10, at the
Colby Independent Baptist Church, 730
E. Second St. The public is invited. For
information, call Pastor Bernard Heinz
at 460-0313.

Volunteers needed

to deliver home meals
The Colby Nutrition Site at the Senior
Progress Center needs volunteers to de-
liver meals to homes from 10:30 a.m. to
noon Tuesdays or Thursdays. Call Kaila
DeBoer at 460-2901 for information.
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