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Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 1/31

  This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle. 
  The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
  The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 1/30

Bridge Is a Partnership Game
Assume you’re West, defending against four 

hearts. Choosing which suit to lead is far from 
clear, but let’s say you decide that the best chance 
of stopping the contract lies in leading your sin-
gleton spade, even though South bid the suit. 

This proves to be a lucky shot -- you find part-
ner with four to the A-K. He wins the spade with 
the king and recognizes your four as a singleton. 
But if, in his exuberance, he continues with the 
ace and another spade, he undoes all the good 
done by your opening lead. 

You would ruff the third spade, but that would 
be the last trick for your side. Declarer would win 
whatever you return, draw trumps, discard two 
diamonds from dummy on the Q-10 of spades 
and so make the contract. 

But if East is firing on all cylinders, he returns 
the spade nine, not the ace, at trick two, thereby 
retaining control of the spades while he gives 
you your ruff. This allows you to shift to a low 
diamond at trick three to force out the ace and 
establish the setting trick. 

East’s return of the nine of spades, rather than 
the deuce, is a suit-preference signal. By return-
ing the highest card he can spare in a ruffing 
situation, East is asking you to return the higher-
ranking of the two side suits -- which are, in this 
case, diamonds and clubs. 

It takes excellent defense to set the contract on 
this deal. West must find the spade lead at trick 
one, East must give him a spade ruff at trick two, 
and West must lead a diamond at trick three. If 
East-West surmount these three hurdles, they 
have every right to congratulate themselves on a 
noteworthy accomplishment.

(c)2013 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Q: I’d like some information about a rota-
ry egg beater I bought at an estate sale. It’s 5 
1/2 inches long and has a wooden handle. The 
wheel is marked with the letters “A & J” in 
a triangle, “Pat. Oct. 9, 1923,” and “Made in 
U.S.A.” Can you tell me if it has any value?

A: The patent was issued to Charles E. Kail 
of Binghamton, N.Y., assignor to A&J Manufac-
turing Co. of Binghamton. Kail’s patent was for 
“new and useful improvements in egg beaters.” 
He claimed his design made egg beaters more 
durable and less expensive to manufacture. A&J, 
founded in 1909, was bought by the Edward 
Katzinger Co. in 1929. Your eggbeater was made 
in the 1920s. Value today: $25 to $35.

 Q: I have a toy metal drum major that was 
given to my brother about 75 years ago. On 
the back it reads “No. 27 Drum Major, Made 
by Wolverine Supply & Mfg. Co., Pittsburgh, 
Pa.” Is this toy worth anything?

A: Yes. Several versions of your toy, with the 
drum major’s jacket in different colors, were 
made by Wolverine. Wind up the boy, and he 
beats his drum. The patent for the drummer boy 
was granted to Howard N. Barnum of Cleveland. 
Iin 1932 he assigned the patent to Wolverine, 
founded in Pittsburgh in 1903. It became a sub-
sidiary of Span Industries in the late 1950s, and 
its name changed to Today’s Kids in the 1970s. 
The company is no longer in business. 

The value of your drummer boy depends on 
its condition and the color of the jacket. Auction 
prices range from $40 to $125.

Q: I have a Lambert typewriter in a wood-
en case marked with the patent date, Oct. 21, 
1884. It has a felt inkpad. Is it valuable?

A: The Lambert Typewriter Co. was in New 
York City. Frank Lambert (1851-1937) immigrat-
ed to the U.S. from France in 1876. He worked 
on developing a “type writing machine” for 17 
years before being granted a patent in 1884. 

The first Lambert typewriters were sold in 
1902. They had a keyboard with an attached cir-
cular plate that was turned to print each letter. The 
keyboard on the earliest model could be turned in 
either direction to make letters that slanted like 
italics. The next model had a fixed keyboard and 
a shift key that made capital letters. 

Lambert made three typewriter models, and 
sold more than 8,000 in three years. The last was 
manufactured in 1904. After typewriters with 
movable type and qwerty keyboards were invent-
ed in about 1903, sales of “index” typewriters 
like Lambert’s declined, and Lambert’s machines 
were no longer made. At a sale that included oth-
er typewriters and vintage office equipment, your 
Lambert might sell for more than $1,000.

CURRENT PRICES
  Current prices are recorded from shows, flea 

markets, sales and auctions throughout the U.S. 
Prices vary.

Morris chair, adjustable back, turned spindle 
supports, cushions, 25 x 17 inches, $120.

Handcuffs, wrought iron, barrel lock, chain 
lug, links and turn-buckle, screw key, 9 1/4 inch-
es, $120.

(c) 2013 by Cowles Syndicate Inc.
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