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Area/State

Weather

National Weather Service
Tonight: Snow with areas of
blowing snow. The snow could
be heavy at times. Low around
17. Breezy, with a southeast
wind around 20 mph, with gusts
as high as 30 mph. Chance of
precipitation is 100 percent.
New snow accumulation of 4 to
6 inches possible.

Thursday: Snow with areas
of blowing snow. The snow
could be heavy at times. High
near 18. Blustery, with a east
wind 20 to 25 mph becoming
north in the afternoon. Chance
of precipitation is 100 percent.
New snow accumulation of 3 to
7 inches possible.

Thursday Night: A 30 per-
cent chance of snow before 9
p.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low
around 1. Wind chill values as
low as -12. North wind 10 to 15
mph becoming west after mid-
night.

Friday: Mostly sunny, with a
high near 25. West wind 5 to 10
mph.

Friday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 13.

Saturday: Mostly sunny, with
a high near 33.

Saturday Night:  Mostly
cloudy, with a low around 20.

Sunday: A 20 percent chance
of snow. Mostly cloudy, with a
high near 32. Breezy.

Sunday Night: Patchy blow-
ing snow and a chance of snow.
Mostly cloudy, with a low around
20. Windy. Chance of precipita-
tion is 40 percent.

Monday: High, 46; Low 11
Tuesday: High, 42; Low 13

Precip: Monday None
Tuesday Trace
Month: 0.31 inches
Year: 0.47 inches
Normal: ~ 0.51 inches

(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset
Thursday 7:28 a.m. 6:28 p.m.
Moon: waxing, 84 percent
(U.S. Naval Observatory)

Storm could drop 14 inches here

From “STORM,” Page 1

before going on the road,”
Brands said.

She said they have crews on
standby to start plowing the
roads, as well as big snowblow-
er.

Brands said they are sending
some plows to other districts
that are low on equipment. The
department coordinates with
Colorado and Nebraska on road
closures, she said, and keeps in
close contact with the Highway
Patrol and county Emergency
Management directors, who
can tell them about some of the
bigger accidents and hotel con-
ditions. She said accommoda-
tions factor in with deciding on
whether to close parts of I-70.
When the hotels in one town fill
up, the closure point typically
moves east.

School has already canceled
classes for Thursday because of
the storm.

“We’re closing at 12:30 p.m.,
and no school Thursday,” said
Colby Public Schools Super-
intendent Terrel Harrison. “We
just decided that after a webi-
nar with the Weather Bureau.
(Other schools) are closing, too,
so we’re right in line with every-
body.”

At Sacred Heart Catho-
lic School in Colby, secretary
Kathy Elliott said the school
will do the same thing as the
public schools.

Heartland School in Colby

first to close, calling the station
around 6:05 a.m.

Mary Ellen Welshhon, super-
intendent of schools at Golden
Plains, said the school would
close at 12:30 today. The buses

expected blizzard:

hoping to beat the storm.

munity Building.

in Des Moines.

Storm postpones
events, activities

Several events and activities have been postponed due to the

* The Colby High School wrestling team left at 9 a.m. for
the state tournament in Salina, a day earlier than scheduled,

* Colby Community College basketball games scheduled for
tonight were postponed to 5 and 7 p.m. Sunday at the Com-

* The college wrestlers left early for the national tournament

* A Food for Thought program featuring Angela Bates set for
noon Thursday at the Prairie Museum of Art and History has
been put off to noon Friday, March 1.

* A Colby High FFA breakfast set for 6:30 to 8 a.m. Thurs-
day has been postponed a week until Thursday, Feb. 28.

closed at noon Wednesday and
canceled school Thursday, Sec-
retary Deena Bandy said.
According to KXXX radio,
the Oakley schools were the

would run then, she said, and
there will be no school Thurs-
day.

Brewster Public Schools dis-
missed school at 10 a.m. today.

Superintendent Janci Mills indi-
cated she will be in contact with
the transportation director later
today to decide what to do for
Thursday.

Triplains Superintendent La-
mar Bergsten said the district
had classes from 8 to 10 a.m.
this morning.

“Our decision has to be made
at 6 in the morning because
that’s when the first bus leaves
and we thought we were OK.
Now, it’s snowing and blowing
hard. Just started maybe half
an hour ago,” Bergsten said at
about 10 a.m.

Colby Community College
had no plans as of this morning
to close, since many students
live on campus, said Public
Information Director Debbie
Schwanke.

“We will have lunch today,”
Director Kaila DeBoer of the
Senior Progress Center in Colby
said. “Tomorrow we won’t be
open if the school’s closed.”

Schools also canceled games

and others canceled some
events; for a list, see the box on
Page 2.

This story was compiled by
Kayla Cornett, Sam Dieter and
Marian Ballard of the Colby
Free Press and assembled by
Dieter.

Four sent to hospital after car crashes

From “CRASHES,” Page 1

median, hit a concrete crossover and went

had to swerve into the median to avoid a
semi rig that suddenly changed lanes.

Gove County Sheriff Allen Weber said
Deputy Shawn Ray Mesch, 36, Quinter, was
on his way to help the Highway Patrol with
a felony warrant arrest, Weber said, when
the trucker pulled in front of him, unaware
of how fast the deputy he was going.

The patrol, which worked the accident,
reported that it happened 6:12 p.m. Thurs-
day. Mesch was driving a 2010 Ford Expe-
dition westbound and swerved to avoid the
truck at mile post 100.1, about a mile east
of the town of Park. His truck went into the

a seat belt.

get a ticket.

airborne, coming to rest in the median.
Mesch was taken to the Gove County Medi-
cal Center, and Weber said he was released
Friday. The patrol said he had been wearing

He said Tuesday morning that Mesch’s
dog, a German shepherd named Kilo, was
“probably in surgery right now” for a dis-
locted hip. Weber said troopers caught up
with the trucker, Angel T. Villicana, 59,
Albuquerque, at Mitten’s Travel Center in
Oakley. He said Villicana told the patrol he
thought he had time to pull out and did not

In another crash which the Highway Pa-

trol worked on Sunday, a Nebraska woman
went to the hospital along with her passen-
ger, apparently a relative, after she rolled
her car off the road just south of Oakley
on U.S. 83. Marilyn B. Brown, 59, Sidney,

missed a turn and was driving a 2002 Chev-

Brown

Carter A.
taken to the Logan County Hospital. No one
at the hospital would comment on their con-

rolet southbound about 6:20 p.m. Sunday.
She was a tenth of a mile south of U.S. 40
when her truck went out control and rolled
once before coming to rest in the west ditch.

and her passenger, 23-year-old
Brown of Chadron, Neb., were

dition by Wednesday. Both were wearing

seat belts,

the patrol said.

Grocery store here will collect food for the needy

From “FOOD,” Page 1

“What we’re really hoping is
that we can put our name out
there,” she said, “and folks will
donate knowing the food is go-
ing to stay local.”

She added that five items es-

pecially sought after during food
drives are peanut butter, cereal,
soup, canned fruit and canned
meat, such as tuna or chicken.
She added that the latest Cen-
sus data showed that 11 percent
of people in Thomas County are
“food insecure,” meaning they

either do not have the money to
buy food or do not know where
their next meal is coming from.

“It may mean that they’ve had
to make the choice to pay the
electric bill or put food on the
table,” Kreutzman said.

The Kansas Food Bank has

never done a drive like this one
in Thomas County, she said, but
there have been similar, suc-
cessful drives in Wichita, where
the bank is based. Statewide,
the agency hopes to get 50,000
meals, or 1.2 pounds of food, out
of the drive.

The bank operates distrib-
utes food to over 500 partners
— including food pantries, soup
kitches, home shelters, domestic
violence shelters and schools —
in 85 Kansas counties. It distrib-
uted 12 million pounds of food
to 137,300 Kansans last year.

Music competition will hold last show in Colby in April

From “COMPETITION,” Page 1

but no more than 10 can enter at any one
place. A panel will pick the top 10 acts
if there are more entries. Judges at each
competition will include two festival rep-
resentatives and music professionals cho-
sen by each station. Entry fee is $20 for

each group.

Salina Arts and Humanities says the
showcase will be open to any act of up to
seven people. Acts can perform any type
of music that matches the family-friendly
atmosphere of the festival. No medleys,
recordings or soundtracks to accompany
a group are permitted. Groups have up to

D22 |i5tings

Sponsored by the

CoLy

eight minutes to play, and points will be
taken away if a band goes over the limit.

The first-place band will get a 45-min-
ute slot to play at 1 p.m. Sunday, June 9,
the last day of the festival, which starts
Thursday, June 6.

The group will also get $500 per day
and two hotel rooms to offset the cost.

First- to third-place acts will get prize
packages worth $150 or more.

For information or to get a registration
form, go to the Rocking M site www.to-
dayinkansas.com and click on the High
Plains Showcase button on the lower
right.

riefly
Weather Service to hold
storm spotter class

The National Weather Service in
Goodland and Thomas County Emer-
gency Management will hold a free
storm spotter class at 6:30 p.m. Wednes-
day,March 6, downstairs at the Commu-
nity Building, 285 E. Fifth St. It’s open
to anyone with an interest in weather.
For information, call the Goodland
weather office at (785) 899-7119.

Gem Lions Club plans

annual winter soup day

The Gem Lions Club will have its an-
nual winter soup day from 11 a.m. to 7
p.m. Saturday, March 2. Your donations
and recycled eyeglasses and hearing
aids go to help people in need. Serving
homemade veggie, chili or potato soup
and good conversation. For informa-
tion, call Ken Poland at 462-7809.

Genesis-Thomas
County meeting set

The annual meeting of Genesis-
Thomas County Inc. will be held at 6:30
p.m. Thursday, Feb. 28, in the meeting
room of the Thomas County Office
Complex, 350 S. Range in Colby. The
public is invited. For information, call
Wynn Duffey at 462-6342.

Sacred Heart carnival
set for this weekend

The Sacred Heart School carnival
will be from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sunday
at the school in Colby. Come for bi-
erocks, games, fellowship and to enter a
drawing for many prizes. For informa-
tion, call Principal Laura Krejci at the
school, 460-2813.

Seminar offers help on
starting own business

Thinking of starting your own busi-
ness? Come to a free Business Startup
Workshop, facilitated by the Kansas
Small Business Development Center
and sponsored by Thomas County Eco-
nomic Development, from 4:30 to 6:30
p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 26, at the Thomas
County Office Complex, 350 S. Range
Ave., Colby. Call Christy Rocca at 460-
4511 to register.

Head Start here looking
for kids to fill classes

Head Start, a tuition-free preschool,
is looking for a few good kids. Services
include education, nutrition, health, dis-
ability services and family support. The
school accepts applications all year long
for children 3 and 4, but they must be
3 by Aug. 31. For information or to get
an application, call Janell Griffin at 460-
6067.

Program needs
volunteer for tax help

The American Association of Retired
Persons program to provide free tax
help in Colby needs a volunteer who
understands basic taxes and is willing
to commit about four hours a week to
help senior citizens. Volunteers work in
the Pioneer Memorial Library meeting
room on scheduled days. For informa-
tion or to volunteer, call Eddleman at
(785) 821-1827.
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