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Area/State

Weather

National Weather Service

Tonight: Partly cloudy, with a
low around 17. Northwest wind
10 to 15 mph.

Thursday: Sunny, with a high
near 38. Northwest wind 10 to
15 mph.

Thursday Night:  Partly
cloudy, with a low around 17.
Northwest wind around 10 mph.

Friday: Mostly sunny, with
a high near 36. Breezy, with a
northwest wind 10 to 20 mph,
with gusts as high as 30 mph.

Friday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 18.

Saturday: Mostly sunny, with
a high near 44.

Saturday  Night:  Partly
cloudy, with a low around 23.

Sunday: Sunny, with a high
near 51.

Sunday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 29.

Monday: Mostly sunny, with a
high near 50. Breezy.

Monday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 26. Blustery.

Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with
a high near 45. Breezy.

Monday: High, 34; Low 8
Tuesday: High, 36; Low 10

Precip: Monday None
Tuesday None
Month: 0.64 inches
Year: 0.80 inches
Normal: ~ 0.51 inches
(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset
Thursday 7:18 a.m. 6:36 p.m.

Moon: waning, 90 percent
(U.S. Naval Observatory)

Postal Service has moved
mail sorting to Nebraska

From “MAIL,” Page 1

transportation hub and a retail
post office.

In an effort to stem billions of
dollars in losses, the Postal Ser-
vice is closing more than 100
processing facilities by July.
The service had been looking
at consolidating North Platte to
Cheyenne, Wyo., but that study
was halted last February when
officials found there was no
room at the Wyoming plant. The
service instead decided to send
mail from Alliance, Neb., and
Colby to North Platte.

The processing changes will
save about $1.2 billion a year,

Sperry said, and the service has
its eye on several other changes
that may require action by Con-
gress. The service announced
earlier in February that it plans
to stop delivering and collect-
ing letters, including first-class
mail, on Saturdays beginning
Aug. 5. Packages will be deliv-
ered, however. Post offices that
are currently open Saturdays
will remain open, and mail to
post office boxes will be deliv-
ered.

That change is expected to
save the service $2 billion a
year.

The service has been asking
for several years to get rid of

Saturday delivery. Since 2006,
it has been required by law to
prepay retiree health benefits,
which cost about $5.5 billion a
year.

“We are asking Congress to
resolve that,” Sperry said. “We
will still pay retiree benefits, but
we’re asking Congress to make
it more manageable.”

Though the service plans to go
ahead and cut Saturday delivery,
Congress has yet to act on either
issue, he noted. A postal reform
bill died in the last Congress and
no action has been taken this
year to get the effort going.

Suspect pleads not guilty

to murder, arson and burglary

From “SUSPECT,” Page 1

banks of Goodland, made a motion that his client

Judge Glenn D. Schiffner ordered that record-
ing devices not be used in the courtroom, telling
people to take their cellphones and turn them off.
He also took notice of the family members’ T-
shirts and asked that everyone wear “neutral-type

clothing” for the rest of the trial.

Assistant Attorney General Nicole Romine of
Goodland offered to draw up a document stating
the type of attire that will be allowed for the re-

be allowed to appear in civilian clothing for the
rest of the proceedings. He also asked that Shank
be allowed to appear without handcuffs, so he
could take notes. Schiffner granted that request
with Sheriff Rod Taylor’s consent.

Fairbanks also made a motion for discovery,

but asked that Romine have more time to review

ed that request.

mainder of this case and Schiffner took her up on

the offer.

Shank’s court-appointed lawyer, Jerry Fair-

the motion before it was granted because he had
given it to her just that morning. The judge grant-

Sports Editor Kayla Cornett contributed to this

story.

FFA chapter to hold breakfast

From “FFA,” Page 1

it was “Drive Your Tractor to
School Day, and she got a ride
to school in the one tractor that
was seen in the parking lot that
morning. It was driven by stu-
dent Preston Butts, who said he
borrowed the tractor from his
boss. A couple of other students
had tractors, but said the cold

discouraged them from driving
them to school.

Despite the incoming snow
last Wednesday, Tom Rundel,
ag teacher at the high school and
FFA sponsor, said the kids still
participated in Farmer Dress-up
Day. Rundel added the petting
zoo will be put off until April,
and he has not yet seen the re-
sults of a coloring contest, the

other event scheduled for the
week.

The national group said the
week is sponsored by Tractor
Supply Co. through the Na-
tional FFA Foundation. The
group claims 7,498 chapters and
557,318 students in the organi-
zation nationwide.

Thirty-seven Colby High
School students are in the orga-

Obama, lawmakers will discuss budget cuts

From “OBAMA,” Page 1

and defense spending, leading to forced un-

next looming fiscal showdown: A March 27
deadline to continue government operations
or force a government shutdown.

White House spokesman Jay Carney said
the White House talks, arranged Tuesday,
are designed to be a “constructive discus-
sion” about how to keep the cuts from hav-
ing harmful consequences. Obama has been
calling for a mix of spending cuts and tax
increases to achieve deficit reduction goals.

The White House has warned that the $85
billion in cuts could affect everything from
commercial flights to classrooms and meat
inspections. The cuts would slash domestic

government workers.

paid days off for hundreds of thousands of

The impact won’t be immediate. Federal
workers would be notified next week that
they will have to take up to a day every week
off without pay, but the furloughs won’t start
for a month due to notification requirements.
That will give negotiators some breathing
room to keep working on a deal.

The Senate planned to vote on a Demo-
cratic stop gap measure on Thursday that
would avert the cuts with smaller reduc-
tions and tax increases on millionaires. But
Republicans oppose tax increases and will
likely block the measure. Carney argued that

such opposition would mean the cuts, known
as a sequester in budget terms, would be the

responsibility of Republicans.

Sponsored by the

Senate Republican leader Mitch McCon-
nell said Friday’s session will focus on ways
to reduce government spending, but he also
said he will not back down on his opposi-
tion to any new revenues. McConnell, along
with House Speaker John Boehner, Senate
Democratic leader Harry Reid and House
Democratic leader Nancy Pelosi, will attend
a meeting at the White House.

Carney said Obama also spoke briefly
with congressional leaders today ahead of a
ceremony in the Capitol to unveil a statue of
civil rights heroine Rosa Parks.

Briefly
Briefly)
First graders will perform ‘Lemonade’
The Colby Grade School first graders will be presenting the musical
“Lemonade” at 2 p.m and 7 p.m. Thursday in the school auditorium. The

show is free and open to the public. For information, call Jennifer Koel at
460-5100.

Genesis annual meeting set for Thursday

The annual meeting of Genesis-Thomas County Inc. will be held at 6:30
p.m. Thursday in the meeting room of the Thomas County Office Com-
plex, 350 S. Range in Colby. The public is invited. For information, call
Wynn Duffey at 462-6342.

World Day of Prayer luncheon planned

“I was a Stranger and You Welcomed Me” is the theme for the World
Day of Prayer luncheon and worship service at noon Friday at the Colby
United Methodist Church. Members from several Colby churches will
present the program. Offerings will be taken for lunch and for grants. For
information, call Millie Horlacher, chair of Colby Church Women United,
at 462-3104.

Library to put on murder mystery Saturday

You are invited “To Wake the Dead” at 6:30 p.m. Saturday at the Friends
of Pioneer Memorial Library Murder Mystery performance at the library,
375 W. Fourth St. in Colby. Tickets for dinner and fun, $25, are on sale
now. For information, call Melany Wilks at 460-4470.

Group plans dance at American Legion

A singles and couples dance is planned for 6 to 10 p.m. Saturday at the
Colby American Legion Hall. Ray and Pauletta Gerver will provide music.
Everyone is welcome. For information, call Lue Duffey at (785) 269-7057.

Gem Lions Club plans annual soup day

The Gem Lions Club will have its annual winter soup day from 11 a.m.
to 7 p.m. Saturday at the Gem Community Building. Your donations and
recycled eyeglasses and hearing aids go to help people in need. Serving
homemade veggie, chili or potato soup and good conversation. For infor-
mation, call Ken Poland at 462-7809.

Gem 4-H Club will have bake sale Saturday

The Gem 4-H Club will have a bake sale Saturday at the same time as
the Gem Lions Club’s annual soup day. Come by and get treats that will
help raise money for the club. For information, call Carmen Cornell at
(785) 217-7094.

Veteran’s commission will help with benefits

Veterans can get help obtaining benefits from the federal government
when the Kansas Commission on Veterans Affairs Mobile Office will be
at the Orscheln parking lot in Colby from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday. Ben-
efits from the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs could include disability
compensation, improved pensions, death pensions, health care and more.
Call (785) 220-8900 for information.

National Weather Service to hold storm class

The National Weather Service in Goodland and Thomas County Emer-
gency Management will hold a free storm spotter class at 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday downstairs at the Community Building, 285 E. Fifth St. It’s
open to anyone with an interest in weather. For information, call the Good-
land weather office at (785) 899-7119.

High Plains Lions plan ham and bean feed

Colby High Plains Lions invite everyone to a ham and bean feed from
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, March 9, at Orscheln Farm and Home in Colby.
Donations will pay expenses for two high school band students to attend
the state Lions Band Camp and Convention. For information, call Larry
Koon at 462-6617.

Girl Scouts will sell cookies through March 10
Colby Girl Scouts are out selling cookies through Sunday, March 10.
This year is the first the girls will have the cookies as they sell. Price is
$3.50 per box and the new cookie this year is called “Mango Créme.” For
information or questions, call leader Penny Cline at 460-5404.

‘Kids a Cookin’ classes continue in March

Spring sessions of Kids-a-Cookin,” a hands-on food preparation and
nutrition class for third through fifth graders, continue Thursdays March
21 and April 11. Sessions will start right after school, about 3:45 p.m., at
the Colby Community Building, sponsored by Thomas County Extension.
Classes are taught by K-State Research and Extension agents Karen Jones
and Diann Gerstner. Sign up by calling the Colby Recreation Department,
460-4440.
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