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® Antiques and
Collecting

Violin’s history
may be centuries

Q: We have an old violin that my husband’s
father played.

It has a label inside that says ‘“Giovanni
Paolo Maggini, Brescia, 16(60).” The first two
numbers are printed but the last two look like
they were added in pencil. How old is the vio-
lin and where was it made?

A: Giovanni Paolo Maggini (1580-c. 1630)
made several different kinds of stringed instru-
ments and was one of the most important makers
in Brescia, Italy.

His instruments are known for the quality of
the woods, unusually large sound holes and mel-
low tone. Some have a crest, medallion, scene
or other decorations on the back. His later in-
struments are considered his best. They usually
have a double row of purfling, a decorative inlay,
around the edge.

Maggini made at least 60 violins. An original
violin made by Giovanni Paolo Maggini could
sell for several hundred thousand dollars, but
reproductions have been made and sell for low
prices.

Q: I have a beautiful rock-maple dining set
given to me by my husband’s grandmother.
The set includes four chairs, and the table has
pullout extensions at each end.

The table is 40 by 60 inches without the ex-
tensions. It’s 96 inches long when the two ex-
tensions are pulled out.

The bottom of the table is stamped “Con-
sider H. Willet, Manufacturer of Fine Furn.,
Louisville, Kentucky.” I would like to know
more about this company and what my table
and chairs might be worth.

A: Consider H. Willett founded his furniture
company in 1934. The company made bedroom
sets, bookcases, cabinets and other furniture in
maple and cherry, as well as upholstered fur-
niture. Pieces are marked with a metal tag or
stamped with the name of the company.

At one point, Willet was one of the largest pro-
ducers of maple and cherry furniture in the Unit-
ed States. The company went bankrupt in 1962.

Mass-produced furniture from the 1930s is
low-priced. The value of your table and chairs
may be about $400, $200 for the table and $50
per chair.

Tip: To remove chewing gum from carpet or
upholstery, put an ice cube in a ziptop plastic bag
and set it on the gum. When the gum hardens, hit
it with a hammer and it will break off.

Terry Kovel answers as many questions as pos-
sible through the column. Names, addresses or
email addresses will not be published. We cannot
guarantee the return of any photograph, but if a
stamped envelope is included, we will try. The
volume of mail makes personal answers or ap-
praisals impossible. Write to Kovels, (Colby Free
Press), King Features Syndicate, 300 W. 57th St.,
New York, N.Y., 10019.
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Bridge ° Steve Becker

South dealer.
North-South vulnerable.

*Q965
The bidding:
South West
I 4 2e
4 ¢ Pass
79
Opening lead — three of clubs.

Seek and Ye Shall Find

This deal occurred in a team match some years
ago. The bidding went as shown, with North and
South cuebidding their voids before South leaped
aggressively to seven hearts. The grand slam
would have been a virtual laydown if North had
held the queen of spades rather than the jack. As
it was, declarer had his work cut out for him.

One obvious approach is to ruff the club lead in
dummy, draw trumps and then guess which way
to finesse for the queen of spades.

But South decided that he didn’t know enough
about the unseen hands to risk an early spade
guess. So he embarked on a line of play designed
to force the defenders to reveal more about their
respective distributions, trumping four diamonds
in his hand and three more clubs in dummy. Then
he cashed the A-K of hearts.

At this point, 10 tricks had been played, and
dummy had the K-J-9 of spades remaining oppo-
site declarer’s A-10-3. The crucial moment had
arrived.

During the play, East had shown out of dia-
monds on the fourth round, and West had failed
to follow to the fourth round of clubs. Since West
had also followed to two rounds of trumps, he
was known to have started with precisely six
diamonds, three clubs and two hearts. So he held
exactly two spades.

From there, it was just a matter of applying
probabilities. Since the hand with the greater
number of spades was more likely to have the
queen, declarer led a spade to the king and fi-
nessed against East on the way back to bring
home the grand slam.
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Family Circus ° Bil Keane
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“No, but I can try.”
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This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle.

The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9,ineachcellinwhich
each row, column and 3x3
regionmust contain only one
instance of each numeral.

The solution to the last
Sudoku puzzle is at right. g
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Cryptoquip

Y BORRCBV BYSNV LTVIV'B
SC BVNCSP BRKIV NCSLKYSV]
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XYSV, Y NKS'L PVNKSL.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN A PERSON
KNOCKING DOWN PINS DECIDES TO WEAR A
HAT, I GUESS IT SHOULD BE A BOWLER.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: S equals N

Crossword °* Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 44 Aplenty DOWN 20 Pooch
1 Jewel 46 Graham 1 Leg, 21 Lotion
4 Appoint- of slangily additive

ment “Monty 2 Yale 22 Expres-
8 Con job Python” student sion

12 Boxing 50 Bay 3 Little 23 Sedona

legend State details auto-

13 Big sch. 4 Break off maker
story 51 Hum- 5 Spring 27 Expert
14 — Major dinger mo. 29 Labyrinth

15 Medieval 52 Alterna- 6 Layer beast
enter- tives to 7 Brilliance 30 Addict
tainer station 8 Older 31 Carry

17 Anger wagons spelling 33 Humor-

18 “—lazy 56 Israeli fora ous hoax
river ..." airline South 35 Play-

19 Extreme 57 Carbon American ground

21 Assault com- country game

24 Heavy pound 9 Gator’s 38 Aries
weight 58 Where cousin 40 Kin

25 Hawaiian (Lat.) 10 Largest 43 Japanese
neckwear 59 Roll continent noodles

26 With it up 11 Shop- 45 Actress

28 Complete 60 Almost pers’ Ullimann
range black mecca 46 Staff

32 Exam 61 Knock 16 Hot tub leader?
format Solution time: 25 mins. 47 Stream-

34 lllustra- TR ing video
tions L|E giant

36 Soybean 0[0]| 48 Winged
paste :E 49 1492

37 Eastern  [g oIN craft
potentate |C Gl 1| 53 Penulti-
(Var.) A o0 mate mo.

39 Lummox m £ 54 Cagers’

41 Profit G L org.

42 Needle- |A s 55 Try the
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