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Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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Difficulty Level 3/21

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 3/20

The Investigative Process
Assume you’re in six notrump and win West’s 

diamond lead with the queen. Your sure winners 
are three spades, two hearts, three diamonds and 
two clubs -- a total of 10 tricks, so you need two 
more.

Obviously, your best chance of picking up two 
additional tricks lies in clubs, where you have a 
two-way fi nesse for the queen. If you knew the 
location of the queen, it would be easy to trap 
the damsel by fi nessing in the right direction, 
and your troubles would be over. Locating the 
queen deserves your closest attention, because 
misguessing which way to fi nesse could cost you 
1,740 points.

However, it is much too early, after only one 
trick has been played, to make what will amount 
to an irrevocable decision in the club suit, since 
you know next to nothing about the East-West 
hands. You therefore begin an investigative cam-
paign in the hope of learning more about the op-
posing distribution.

Accordingly, at trick two you cash the ace of 
hearts and then lead a low heart from dummy. 
West takes your ten with the queen and returns a 
diamond to dummy’s ace.

You cash the king of hearts, and, when the suit 
proves to be divided 3-3, you also cash dummy’s 
eight, pitching a club after East discards a spade. 
You then play the A-K-Q of spades and king 
of diamonds, dummy and East both discarding 
clubs.

All your worries are now over, because you 
have obtained a complete count of the hand. West 
is known to have started with six diamonds (East 
showed out on the third round of the suit), three 
spades and three hearts. He therefore began with 
at most one club.

So you lead the ten of clubs to the king and 
fi nesse the jack with total confi dence on the way 
back. That’s all there is to it!

(c)2013 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Q: We have an 8-inch gold-rimmed plate 
with a painting of a large hotel on it. At the 
bottom of the plate is the phrase, “New West 
Baden Springs Hotel, West Baden, Ind., The 
Carlsbad of America.” It’s marked on the 
back, “Hand Painted, the Jonroth Studios, 
Germany.” We don’t know how old it is, but 
my mother is 93 years old and she recalls that 
her mother bought it on one of the family’s 
trips to West Baden when she was a little girl. 
Can you tell us its approximate age and value?

A: The “new” West Baden Springs Hotel was 
built in 1902, after the original hotel burned 
down. It was advertised as “The Eighth Wonder 
of the World” because its main circular build-
ing is topped by the world’s largest dome. It was 
called “The Carlsbad of America” because of 
nearby mineral springs, similar to those in Carls-
bad, Germany. 

Jonroth Studios was a name used by an Ameri-
can importing company, John H. Roth & Co., 
founded in 1909, that imported china from Ger-
many, Japan and England. Your plate probably 
was made in the ’20s and is worth about $30.

Q: I have a lithograph published by Associ-
ated American Artists. I’ve seen some sell for 
thousands of dollars. Can you tell me some-
thing about this group? 

A: During the Depression, most people couldn’t 
afford art, so Reeves Lewenthal founded Associ-
ated American Artists in 1934 to provide art for 
the middle class. He hired well-known American 
artists, including Thomas Hart Benton and Grant 
Wood, to make lithographs, which were repro-
duced and sold in department stores. 

Later, the art was sold in the Associated Ameri-
can Artists gallery in New York City and by mail. 
Watercolors, oil paintings and other works, in-
cluding home furnishings, were also sold. 

Prints originally sold for $5 unframed and $7 
framed. Today, some sell for hundreds or even 
thousands of dollars, depending on the artist.

Q: My father was always buying stocks and 
bonds. When he died, I inherited two certifi -
cates for 100 shares of stock in Cobalt Silver 
Queen Ltd. They are dated Dec. 12, 1908. Can 
you tell me anything about this company, and 
what the value of these certifi cates might be?

A: Cobalt Silver Queen Ltd. was organized in 
1906 in Cobalt, Ontario, Canada. Silver was dis-
covered in the area in 1903. Cobalt Silver Queen 
mined silver and cobalt. Stock in the company 
was offered for $1.50 per share in 1908. By the 
1930s, most of the mines had closed. Stock cer-
tifi cates for companies no longer in business may 
be redeemable (ask your library for help) or col-
lectible. Collectors look for certifi cates with his-
torical value, elaborate engraved designs, inter-
esting graphics or the signature of a well-known 
person. The hobby of collecting old stock and 
bond certifi cates is called “scripophily.” Certifi -
cates are bought and sold online and at auctions.

(c) 2013 by Cowles Syndicate Inc.

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Bridge • Steve Becker

Plate celebrates
Indiana hotel

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott
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