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Tayte Query teed off at the Norton Golf Invitational last year for

the Colby High boys golf team at the Prairie Dog Golf Course in

DICK BOYD/Norton Telegram
Norton. Query and four other seniors graduated last spring.

Girls’ teamwork brings success

By Judy Rogers
Golden Plains High School
judy@usd316.org

The Golden Plains Lady Bulldogs have
had great year, ending up with third place at
the state Class 1A tournament.

Last fall, the volleyball team showed con-
siderable improvement on the floor, as the
girls improved on last year’s record to fin-
ish 23-15. They fell short in the substate
tournament, but they had several players
receive post-season honors. The girls had as
their motto, “One team, one goal, one heart,
one soul.” Part of their success included
the bonds they formed as teammates and as
friends.

The girls’ teamwork continued into the
basketball season with the motto “A team
above all, above all a team.”

The girls won their first game over West-
ern Plains and defeated Rawlins County be-
fore losing to Ellis and Wheatland-Grinnell
in the Castle Rock tournament.

They regrouped and went on an 18-game
winning streak as they claimed the Western
Kansas Liberty League championship, the
substate tournament and finished third at
state earlier this month.

“We worked hard and worked well as a
team all season,” said junior Jordan Chris-
tensen. “We also felt the support of our
school ‘team’ throughout the season and the
postseason. The energy and enthusiasm of
our crowd helped us keep our momentum
going on the floor.”

The girls faced challenges along the way.

“Our biggest challenge,” said Coach Park-
er Christensen, “was gaining confidence in
ourselves. Four losing seasons in a row can
be a deep rut to pull yourself out of.”

Another challenge the team faced was

dealing with the same team several times.
After losing to the Lady Thunderhawks from
Wheatland-Grinnell in December, the Lady
Bulldogs had to face them twice more, de-
feating them by 16 in January but just slip-
ping past them by 2 in February.

They also faced the Brewster-Triplains
Lady Titans three times, winning the third
time in the substate finals to earn their trip
to state.

The girls’ only senior, Angela Ritter, said
that one of the team’s challenges at the be-
ginning of the season was “not coming out
strong right away to start the game, which
sometimes led to close games or us having to
play catch up for our mistakes.

“As the season progressed, I think we
gained more confidence as a whole, knew
what we were capable of and began to go out
with a bang from the very start of the tip off.”

This year’s 22-3 record was the best for a
Golden Plains High School basketball team
since the girls’ 24-1 season in 1981, the boys’
26-0 state championship season in 1985 and
a 23-4 season in 2006. The girls’ strength and
teamwork both on and off the court contrib-
uted to this success.

“I think defense and rebounding were two
areas where we were able to excel at along
with being able to play fast or slow on of-
fense,” said Coach Christensen. “Also, how
well we were able to hang together as a
team all season long is rewarding to me as
a coach.”

Junior Hailee Spresser added, “We were
very consistent and we kept getting better
throughout the season. We had an awesome
bench that we could rely on to step up and
play. All 18 girls on the team were a part of
the team’s unity.”

“I think our main strength was defense
and our ability to rely on our teammates,”

Kylie Jones agreed. “Unlike most teams, our
team is unique in the fact that we don’t have
a couple of ‘all-stars’ with the other players
just filling the spots. We have a full team of
athletes, and when one person was having an
off game, the rest picked up the slack.”

As the girls rest up and prepare to work
together into the track season, they also look
forward to next year’s basketball season. The
team will be returning all players except Rit-
ter.

Several of the players have set personal
and team goals for next season.

“My personal goal for next year is to step
up and follow in Angela’s footprints as an
awesome team leader,” said Spresser. (Ritter
finished her senior season with 244 points,
111 assists and 25 steals for the Lady Bull-
dogs.) “Our team goals are to make it to state
and go all the way.”

Kami Miller said her goal is to “Be as good
of a point guard as Angela. I would like to
replace her without skipping a beat.”

“We often talk to the girls about getting
better as a player and as a team takes time
and hard work,” Coach Christensen said.
“There are steps you have to go through and
you can’t skip the steps. This is what hap-
pened this season. We made it to state and
knocked hard on that championship door.

“Our goal will be to get into that state title
game next season and bring home a cham-
pionship.

“Another goal will be for reserve play-
ers to keep improving their talent so we, as
a team, can continue our success for many
years to come.”

“I wish nothing but the best for the girls
and team next year,” Ritter said. “If they
keep up the hard work, I know I’ll be mak-
ing a special trip to Hays to support my Lady
Bulldogs!”
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Did You Know?

« Aburglary occurs every 14.6 seconds.

* Tout of every 5 homes will experience - 85% of Police Officials surveyed believe
abreak-in or home invasion.”
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« A home without a security system is
3 times more likely to be burglarized.
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home alarms deter burglary attempts.

Colby golfers
prepare for
new season

By Kayla Cornett
Colby Free Press
colby.sports @nwkansas.com

The Colby High boys golf sea-
son begins in April and the Eagles
have some work to do to get ready
for their first tournament.

The boys have only been prac-
ticing for a week, said Coach Matt
Sims, partly due to snow on the
ground earlier this month.

He said he has a young team
this year after losing five seniors
to graduation: Paul Schiferl, Kon-
nor Kriss, Michael Tubbs, Trevor
Strutt and Tayte Query.

The team has 19 golfers this
season, 10 freshman, six sopho-
mores, two juniors and only one
senior.

“We are very young and inex-
perienced this season,” Sims said.
“We have two returning varsity
golfers in David Browne and Ian
Koerporich.”

The Eagles had some success

last year, finishing in second place
at the Norton and Atwood tour-
naments. They took third in the
Great West Activities Conference
tournament with a score of 327,
their best of the year. However,
Schifer] was the only Colby golfer
to qualify for the state tournament.

However, Sims said this year’s
team has been working hard and
he believes there will be a lot
of improvement throughout the
spring.

“This group is full of a lot of
guys who work hard to get better,”
he said. “They stay after practice
and play extra, which always will
help them improve. Even though
we are young, I feel we will see
lots of improvement over the
course of the season.”

The first varsity tournament will
be Tuesday, April 9, in Goodland.
The junior varsity will begin play
Tuesday, April 16, also in Good-
land. The team will have its home
tournament on Thursday, May 2.

Wichita State

upsets Gonzaga

By Lynn DeBruin
AP Sports Writer

SALT LAKE CITY - The No. 1
got taken down by a bunch of 3s.

Gonzaga is out of the NCAA
tournament thanks to Wichita
State, a No. 9 seed that made five
straight shots from behind the arc
Saturday for a 76-70 victory that
sent the West Region’s top seed —
and the nation’s No. 1 team during
the regular season — back home.

“This is incredible for our
team,” said freshman guard Ron
Baker, who hit four of the Shock-
ers’ season-high 14 3-pointers.

Now Wichita State doesn’t have
to try and emulate fellow mid-ma-
jor Gonzaga any more.

The Shockers (28-6) one-upped
the Zags (32-3) on the NCAA
tournament stage, and advanced
to the Round of 16 for the first
time since 2006. They are headed
to Los Angeles to face the win-
ner of Sunday’s game between La
Salle and Ole Miss.

Gonzaga became the first top
seed to be eliminated, giving all
the Zags’ doubters an I-told-you-
so moment. The Zags survived a
scare in the second round against
Southern but couldn’t hold up

against a Shockers team whose
motto is “play angry.”

Call it the Marshall plan, by
50-year-old  Shockers  coach
Gregg Marshall.

He pulled his team aside after
Gonzaga had made its big second-
half run to take an eight-point
lead.

“You know what I asked them?
On Oct. 15, down eight with eight
minutes to go, would you take it
for the right to go to Los Angeles
in the Sweet 16?” Marshall asked.
“And they did it from there.”

Cleanthony Early and Baker
scored 16 points apiece, freshman
Fred VanVleet added 13, Carl Hall
had 10 and Tekele Cotton eight.

While Baker hasn’t been this
deep in the tournament before, the
Shockers are no stranger to the
NCAAs, with Saturday’s win eve-
ning their record at 10-10. They
earned a trip to the Final Four
in 1965, the regional finals three
times and most recently made it
to the Round of 16 in 2006 before
losing to George Mason.

Marshall also led Winthrop to
seven NCAA tournament appear-
ances during his nine seasons
there.

Looking for
enthusiastic,
dependable
individuals to

join our team of
newspaper
carriers!
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Check out all these
GREAT Incentives!

* Sign on bonus after 3 mo.
* Bonus for new subscribers
* 1-2 hrs, 4 times a week
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« Adapter for listening FREE GIFT for Acting Now

i Order now, and you'll receive a special
in the car FREE gift: 50 of the most enchanting

« Personal headphones classical music works (a $50 value) by

< Just $99! the world’s great composers: Beethoven,

Brahms, Tchaikovsky. . . all your favorites!
Call Now!
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1-888-766-5996

Mon-Fri 8am - 11pm « Sat 9am - 8pm « Sun 10am - 6pm EST

Protect
@ nu'momun Y““r
Home

$99.00 Customer Installation Charge. 36-Month Monitoring Agreement required at $36.99 per month ($1,331.64). Form of payment must be by credit card or electronic
charge to your checking or savings account. Offer applies to homeowners only. Local permit fees may be required. Satisfactory credit history required. Certain restrictions
‘may apply. Offer valid for new ADT Authorized Dealer customers only and not on purchases from ADT LLC. Other rate plans available. Cannot be combined with any other
offer. Licenses: AL-12-1104, AK-35221, AR-E08-014, AZ-R0C217517, CA-AC06320, (T-ELC.0193944-L5, DE-07-212, FL-EC13003427, EC13003401, GA-LVA205395,
HI-(T30946, IA-AC-0036, ID-39131, IL-127.001042, IN-City of Indianapolis: 80988, KY-City of Louisville: 483, LA-F1082, MA-1355(, MD-107-1626, ME-LM50017382,
MI-3601205773, MN-TS01807, MO-City of St. Louis: (C354, St. Louis County: 53328, MS-15007958, MT-247, NC-25310-SP-FA/LV, NC-1622-CSA, NE-14451,
NJ-34BF00021800, NM-353366, NV-68518, City of Las Vegas: B14-00075-6-121756, (11-11262-| L 121756 NV Licensed by the N.Y.S. Department of State UID#12000286451,
(0H-53891446, City of Cincinnati: AC86, OK-1048, 0R-170997, P ia Home istration Number: PA22999, RI-3582, SC-BAC5630, TN-C1520,
TX-B13734, ACR-3492, UT-6422596-6501, VA-115120, VT-ES-2382, WA- 602588694/PROTEVH934RS Wl (Ity of Milwaukee: 0001697, WV-042433, WY-LV-G-21499. 3750
Priority Way South Dr. Suite 200 Indianapolis, IN 46240 For full list of licenses visit our website www.protectyourhome.com. Protect Your Home — 3750 Priority Way South
Dr., Ste 200, Indianapolis, IN 46240.
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* Weekends always off
* Friendly customers
* Various sized routes

This is an independent contractor opportunity.
If you are looking to earn a little extra money
please call or come in today!

785 462.3963 - 155 W. 5th Street




