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Zits ® Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott
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® Antiques and
Collecting

Furniture maker
imported pieces

Q: I have a dining-room chair that’s blond
wood with a green plastic seat. It has a lattice-
like back. The back legs are one piece going
from the floor to the top of the back. The bot-
tom is marked “Daystrom Furniture, Model
455-175.” The words ‘“Made in Occupied Ja-
pan” are written in a small circle. It’s not in
perfect shape. Can you tell me what it’s worth?

A: Daystrom was founded in Olean, N.Y., in
1934. At first the company made metal ashtrays.
By 1938 it was producing chromium kitchen fur-
niture and upholstered stools and chairs.

Daystrom moved to South Boston in 1962 and
began using the name “Daystrom Furniture.”
Daystrom’s low-end dinette sets sold well during
the 1960s, but foreign competition began affect-
ing the furniture market by the 1970s. The com-
pany was sold several times and closed in 1996.

Since your chair is marked “Made in Occupied
Japan,” Daystrom must have been making fur-
niture in a Japanese factory or importing pieces
between 1947 and 1952, years when the Allies
occupied Japan after World War II.

Chairs like yours were inexpensive when
made. Value today: about $100 to $150.

Q: In going through some old family pa-
pers, I ran across a souvenir program from
a concert by Tommy Dorsey and his Orches-
tra at the Grand Ballroom in Pleasure Beach
Park in Bridgeport, Conn., on June 1, 1941.
The program includes autographed photos of
Dorsey, Frank Sinatra and Buddy Rich. My
father was at the concert and saw them sign
their pictures. Is there any value to the pro-
gram and the autographs?

A: Frank Sinatra (1915-1998) signed with
Tommy Dorsey in 1939 and appeared as a singer
with the band from 1940 until late 1942. Souve-
nir programs don’t ordinarily sell for more than a
few dollars, but because yours includes an early
Frank Sinatra autograph, it’s worth more.

You should contact an auction house that spe-
cializes in autographs if you’re interested in sell-
ing. It could be worth more than $200.

Q: I have a complete set of small metal li-
cense plates, 3 by 5 1/2 inches, from Wheaties
cereal boxes. They are about 60 years old. Can
you tell me if they have any value?

A: Wheaties first offered miniature auto license
plates from all 48 states and the District of Co-
lumbia in 1953. Four different sets of 12 plates
each could be ordered by sending in 25 cents and
a Wheaties box top. The District of Columbia
plate was available in random boxes of Wheat-
ies. The promotion increased Wheaties sales and
many boys and girls sent for the license plates
and attached them to their bicycles.

Post Cereals issued plate sets in 1968 and 1982.
Single plates sell for about $5 today. A set of 49
plates issued in 1953-54, with original mailers,
sold several years ago for more than $600.
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Opening lead — jack of diamonds.

Charting Your Course of Play

One of the best ways to decide whether you
have the values to open with a forcing two-bid
is to imagine that you open with one of a suit in-
stead and partner passes. If your immediate reac-
tion is that you want to be in game even though
partner has less than six points, you should open
with a forcing two-bid.

Here South, looking at 11 solid tricks, had a
clear-cut opening two-bid. When partner had
enough to make a positive response and later
showed the ace of clubs in response to Black-
wood, South very reasonably undertook a grand
slam. His next problem was how to play the hand
after West led a diamond.

South has one potential loser to take care of —
the queen of hearts — and there are three possible
ways to take care of it. Two are obvious: He can
try a heart finesse, or he can try a club finesse.
If the finesse he chooses succeeds, he makes the
grand slam.

But if the finesse loses, South does not get a
second chance. Furthermore, there is no compel-
ling reason to prefer one finesse over the other.
Each has a 50 percent chance of success.

The third approach, not quite as easy to see,
substantially increases declarer’s chances. For
starters, South gives up on the club finesse. This
leaves him no worse off, since he still has the
heart finesse in reserve.

But he gains something valuable in exchange —
a chance to establish a club trick without risking
a finesse. So he wins the opening diamond lead,
plays a club to the ace and ruffs a club high.

Alow trump to dummy’s nine and another club
ruff high are followed by a low trump to the ten
and still another club ruff. This establishes dum-
my’s queen of clubs as a trick on which South
can discard his queen of hearts, with dummy’s
remaining spade as the entry, and the grand slam
is home.
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“There’s a bug on the window.
Can | let him in?”

Conceptis Sudoku * Dave Green
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This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle.

The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9,ineachcellinwhich
each row, column and 3x3
regionmust contain only one
instance of each numeral.

The solution to the last
Sudoku puzzle is at right.
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Cryptoquip
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: [ RECENTLY REALIZEL
I'VE SAVED UP SO MANY CITRUS PEELS OVER
TIME THAT T HAVE ZEST FOR LIFE.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: P equals B

Crossword ¢ Eugene Sheffer
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