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Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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Difficulty Level 4/18

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 4/17

Safeguarding a Slam
This deal from a knockout team event illus-

trates the benefi ts of adopting a guarded approach 
when a high-level contract is at stake.

When the deal was played at the fi rst table, 
South reached six spades as shown. He won the 
opening diamond lead, cashed the ace of spades 
and then played the A-K of hearts, planning to 
ruff both of his losing hearts in dummy.

Unfortunately, West trumped the king of hearts, 
after which South could not avoid going down 
one. When he later tried to ruff the three of hearts 
in dummy, West trumped with the spade six, forc-
ing dummy’s ten. This left West with the seven 
of spades and dummy with the three, so declarer 
had no way to dispose of the losing ten of hearts.

At the second table, South also arrived at six 
spades, and again the opening lead was a dia-
mond. But here declarer took a more cautious ap-
proach and made the slam as a result. 

After winning the diamond and playing the 
ace of trumps, he also cashed the ace of hearts. 
But instead of playing the king next, he led a low 
heart! His circumspection was rewarded when 
West showed out, and East won the trick with 
the eight. Whatever East returned, declarer could 
not be prevented from ruffi ng his remaining heart 
loser with dummy’s ten of spades, after which 
he could draw trumps and claim the rest of the 
tricks.

It is true that the line of play adopted by the 
second South might have cost him an overtrick 
on many deals. But when a vulnerable slam is at 
stake, the question of an overtrick has no place in 
declarer’s deliberations.

(c)2013 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Q: When I was going through my father’s 
belongings after he died, I found a framed 
photo of a horseracing scene above an uncir-
culated U.S. $2 bill with gold embossing. The 
framed pieces are titled “The $2 Bill,” and be-
tween the photo and the bill are these words: 
“The two-dollar bill with its unique gold em-
bossing and portrait of a smiling Thomas Jef-
ferson was the favorite of Nevada sportsmen 
and countless American horseracing enthusi-
asts. It was retired from circulation in 1966 
never again to adorn the winner’s circle.” The 
bill shows it’s from “Series of 1928 F” and the 
signatures on it are “W.A. Julian” and “John 
W. Snyder.” Can you tell me about this?

A: The $2 bill was introduced in the United 
States in 1862. All U.S. paper currency was pro-
duced in its current size starting with Series 1928, 
and the bills began circulating in 1929. The $2 bill 
was discontinued in 1966, but it was reintroduced 
in 1976. The bills have not been widely used by 
the public, but they’re favorites at horseracing 
tracks where the minimum bid is $2. 

The signatures on your bill indicate that it was 
issued between 1946 and 1949. The gold emboss-
ing was done by a private company, not the U.S. 
Mint. An uncirculated $2 bill the series and age 
of yours could sell for about $35. Another framed 
collage like yours mounted with a Series 1963 A 
$2 bill sold online for $20.

Q: When I was 6 or 7 years old in the late 
1930s, I played with a tin toy boat that held 
water; below was another compartment with 
a candle. When I lit the candle, it heated the 
water and created steam that went through a 
pipe to the water in the boat and propelled it 
forward. I think it was made in Japan and cost 
just a few pennies. Can you give me informa-
tion about the toy?

A: Your toy boat has several names. Most com-
mon is the name “pop-pop boat,” but it’s also 
called a “puf-puf boat.” Its history dates to France 
in the 1880s, but it was patented by Frenchman 
Thomas Piot in 1891. Heat is created with either 
a candle or a small oil burner. 

The toys were popular in the 1930s, ’40s and 
’50s, but they lost favor when plastic toys took 
over the market. Collectors hunt for them, but 
don’t pay more than $15 to $25 for a used boat. If 
yours were in its original and unopened package, 
it could sell for up to $50.

Q: I would like some information about 
my grandfather clock, made by by J.J. Welsh 
from Heton Lehole, Scotland. I have tried to 
look up the clockmaker and town but without 
luck. The clock must be about 200 years old. A 
previous owner painted the face plate, which 
was rusted out, so the face is not original. 

A: Your clock may have been made by John 
James Welch, a clockmaker who worked in 
Hetton-le-Hole, Durham County, England, from 
1877 to 1884. His last name is sometimes spelled 
“Welsh.” He worked in Seaham Harbour, also in 
Durham County, England, in 1864. We did not 
fi nd a town in Scotland called Heton Lehole. 
Maybe when the dial was repainted, the name 
and location were mislabeled.

 (c) 2013 by Cowles Syndicate Inc.

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Bridge • Steve Becker

Two-dollar bill
favored at tracks

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Antiques and 
Collecting

•

Terry 
Kovel


