
Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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Difficulty Level 4/22

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 4/19

Famous Hand
There’s a play in bridge you won’t fi nd in 

any of the textbooks. It’s called the Alcatraz 
Coup, and the reason it’s omitted is that the play 
amounts to cheating.

The Alcatraz Coup, as might be surmised, orig-
inated in Alcatraz. Who invented it is in dispute, 
but its many practitioners include some of the 
most distinguished members of the rogues’ gal-
lery.

The fi rst use of the play occurred in this deal. 
West led the spade king and shifted to a heart, 
ruffed by East. East returned a club to partner’s 
ace and got another heart ruff, securing the fourth 
trick for the defense. East then led a spade, ruffed 
by South.

Declarer played a diamond to the king and a 
diamond back, East following suit with the ten. 
South was now at the critical point of the play. 
Only one diamond, the queen, was missing, and 
the question was whether to fi nesse or play the 
ace.

South analyzed the situation thoroughly. He 
reasoned that East’s original distribution was ei-
ther 5-0-4-4 or 4-0-5-4. If East started with fi ve 
diamonds, fi nessing the jack was essential; but 
if East began with only four diamonds, going up 
with the ace would be the winning play.

South eventually came up with a unique solu-
tion. On East’s ten of diamonds he played the ace 
of hearts! West did not even look at South’s card 
and mechanically followed with the queen of dia-
monds.

South thereupon corrected his deliberate re-
voke by substituting the diamond ace for the 
heart ace and so made the contract.

Of course, players who practice such shenani-
gans eventually get ostracized, and it was no dif-
ferent for South, who was sentenced to a period 
of solitary confi nement – away from the bridge 
table – by his peers.

 (c)2013 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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Most people have heard about the bout of “Tu-
lipmania” that spread through the Netherlands 
in the 17th century, but few know about “Pterid-
omania,” or fern madness. 

In the 19th century, ferns were part of a popular 
health regimen. People would go into the woods 
to hunt for ferns or 
to study nature. It 
was good exercise 
for body and soul. 
People from all lev-
els of society joined 
in searching for new 
varieties of ferns they 
could record, plant 
or dry and put in al-
bums. 

The many variet-
ies of ferns were soon 
featured on porce-
lains and iron gar-
den furniture, and in 
paintings and interior 
decors. Green ma-
jolica plates shaped 
like fern leaves, iron 
benches by Coal-
brookdale and chil-
dren’s toy porcelain 
dishes by Ridgways 
were decorated with 
ferns. 

The madness con-
tinued into the 1880s, 
but even today ferns 
are popular house 
and garden plants. More than 10 varieties are 
offered in new mail-order garden catalogs, and 
even more can be found in nurseries in cities with 
a fern-friendly climate. 

It would be easy to fi nd decorative examples of 
Pteridomania and form a collection today.

Q: I was given an antique secretary, but the 
desk section is locked and I have no key. How 
can I open it without ruining the lock?

A: Don’t try to pick the lock. Call a few profes-
sional locksmiths and fi nd one who is comfort-
able working with an antique lock. You will fi nd 
someone who can open it safely.

Tip: For best results, schedule your house sale 
at the beginning or middle of the month (near 
paydays), but not during holiday weekends.

Terry Kovel answers as many questions as pos-
sible through the column. Write to Kovels, (Col-
by Free Press), King Features Syndicate, 300 W. 
57th St., New York, NY 10019.

(c) 2013 by Cowles Syndicate Inc.

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Bridge • Steve Becker

‘Pteridomania’
put ferns all over

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Antiques and 
Collecting

•

Terry 
Kovel

Ferns were often pic-
tured on expensive 
glass or ceramics in 
the mid-1800s. This 
Stevens & Williams 
purple mother-of-pearl 
glass vase, with a gilt 
fern pattern called 
Pompeian Swirl, sold 
for $920 at a 2012 
auction in Milton, Ohio.


