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JohnDeere.com/Ag

all-season savings, 
all-around performance.

Get it all . . .

From heavy-duty material handling to all-out row-crop  
applications, new John Deere 6R and 6M Series Utility Tractors 

power, reliable performance, and easy operator control. 
 

 and outstanding fuel economy
  Spacious operator stations and cabs with sensible,  

 convenient controls

 transmissions with 40 and 50 km/h options
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Opportunity
The Colby Free Press is looking for a 

FULL TIME ADVERTISING EXECUTIVE 
to join our team selling advertising for Nor’West Newspapers. The work 
week would be 40 hours with occasional evening and weekend duties. 
Computer skills with Excel, Photoshop, InDesign, and Acrobat helpful but 
not required. Must have good communication skills, excellent customer service 
skills with attention to detail, and enjoy a fast paced atmosphere.

Send a letter and resume to Sharon Friedlander, Publisher, at 155 W. 
Fifth St., Colby, Kan., 67701, sfriedlander@nwkansas.com or apply in 
person. No calls please.

This could be the

You’ve been waiting for...

155 W. Fifth St 
785.462.3963

By Judy Rogers
Golden Plains High School

judy@usd316.org

The Golden Plains Middle 
School sixth-grade track team 
took second place in its fi rst track 
meet.

The Northern Valley Invita-
tional was in Logan on April 12. 
Despite the cold start to the day, 
the boys and girls combined for 
a total of 115 points, six gold 
medals and a runner-up plaque, 
fi nishing just behind Northern 
Valley. Other teams competing 
were Logan, Brewster, Grinnell-
Wheatland, Paradise, Thunder 
Ridge and Western Plains.

On the girls’ side, Noel Ritter 

sent a new meet record, placing 
fi rst in the shot put with a toss 
of 29 feet, 10 inches. She also 
placed fi rst in discus at 69 feet, 
3 inches. 

“I enjoyed competing in the 
events,” Ritter said. “It was 
awesome setting a new record. 
I hope to improve my distances 
throughout the season.” 

KayCee Miller placed second 
in the 100-meter hurdles in 13.67 
seconds and fi nished second in 
the 800-meter run with 2:59.36. 
Also fi nishing second was the 
4x100-meter relay team with 
Paris Bailey, Amanda Cheney, 
Miller and Ritter running a 
1:04.3.

Bailey placed in two other 

events, fourth in the 400-meter 
run (1:24.65) and fi fth in the 
200-meter dash (34.64). Cheney 
also competed in long jump 
(8 feet, 10.5 inches) and in the 
100-meter dash (17.58).

The boys also did well, bring-
ing home several fi rst-place 
medals and scoring points in all 
events. 

Jacob Ritter fi nished with gold 
medals in all three of his events, 
including long jump (12 feet, 8.5 
inches), 75-meter hurdles (13.75) 
and the 400 meters (1:09.03). 

“This fi rst meet was a lot of 
fun,” he said. “I would like to 
improve this year.” 

A.J. Camacho placed fi rst in 
the 800-meter run (2:45.59), sec-

ond in 100-meter hurdles (14.31) 
and fourth in the 200-meter  dash 
(31.25).

Caleb Korte placed sixth in 
high jump (3 feet, 10 inches) and 
the 100-meter hurdles (16.47). 
Nolan Ritter fi nished third in dis-
cus (62 feet, 9 inches), fourth in 
shot put (22 feet, 5.25 inches) and 
ran the 100-meter dash (18.67). 
Dylan Spresser competed in shot 
put (29 feet, .25 inches), long 
jump (10 feet, 3.25 inches) and 
100 meters (16.03). 

The sixth graders will be in 
Quinter Friday, where they will 
compete along with the seventh 
and eighth graders in one divi-
sion.

SHANIA FINLAY
KayCee Miller cleared a 
hurdle in the 75-meter hur-
dle race during the Northern 
Valley Invitational in Logan 
on Friday, April 12. Miller, a 
sixth grader at Golden Plains 
Middle School, fi nished sec-
ond in the hurdles, second in 
the 800-meter run and was a 
member of the second-place 
medley relay team along 
with Paris Bailey, Amanda 
Cheney and Noel Ritter.

Golden Plains track takes second place

By Haydyn Best
Golden Plains High School

The Golden Plains High School 
Boys track team attended its fi rst 
meet of the season at the Northern 
Valley Invitational in Logan.

Earlier meets were canceled due 
to weather, making this their fi rst 
competition of the season. The 
boys started off nicely, placing in 
several events April 12. 

 Andrew Luna placed fi rst in all 
three of his events, the 100, 200 
and 400 meters. Luna had the best 
time of his career in the 100 at 
11.42 seconds, which is .17 sec-
onds faster than last year’s best 
time. 

“It was a great start to the track 
season,” he said, “but I still have a 
long ways to go.”

Zach Spresser also improved 
his personal best in triple jump 
at 40 feet,  a 7 inch improvement 
over last year’s personal best. 

The team took second place, 
setting a good precedent for this 
year’s track season. The team’s 
next track meet was to be Friday 
in Oakley.

Other athletes competing in-
cluded:

100 meters – Jose Bermudez, 

12:12 Domonic Luna, 12:13.
200 meters – Zach Spresser 

24.92, fi fth; Domonic Luna 25.12.
400 meters – Jesus Garcia 

1:00.25, sixth; Kade Wessel
1:12.11.

800 meters – Cole Ziegelmeier 
2:27.54, sixth.

1,600 meters – Cole Ziegelmei-
er 5:21.92, fourth. 

110-meter hurdles – Grant 
Spresser 18.03, second; Josh 
Barnhart 48.4.

300-meter hurdles – Josh Barn-
hart 48.4, fourth; Joseph Koerp-
erich 49.45, fi fth.

4x400 Relay – Domonic Luna,
Koerperich, Ziegelmeier, Garcia 
4:02.62, third.

Shot Put – Tristan Schwarz 
38’1’’, fourth; Jacob Anholz
32’1’; Braden Korte 28’1.5’’.

Discus – Tristan Schwarz 
121’3’’, second; Jacob Antholz
95’11’’; Koi Wesel 76’9’’.

Javelin – Grant Spresser 96’4’’; 
Braden Korte 90’3’’.

High Jump – Koerperich 5’6’’.
Long Jump – Zach Spresser

18’10.75’’, third; Shane Ryburn
17’9’’; Jose Bermudez 17’6.75’’.

Triple Jump – Shane Ryburn 
38’3.5’’, Kade Wessel 39’6’’.

Boys track team
starts its season 
at meet in Logan

A basketball tournament has 
been scheduled next Saturday to 
raise money for summer sports 
equipment for the Colby Recre-
ation Department.

Recreation Director Stacy Jas-
per is still looking for between 10 
and 15 people to volunteer as of-
fi cials, score keepers and greeters. 
You will need put in two to three 
hours for the tournament, which 

runs all day long on Saturday,
April 27. Admission is $1 for the
tournament; it will take place at
the Community Building, the high
school gym and possibly the grade
school gym. Jasper said there is no 
space left for players, with almost
20 teams having signed up.

To volunteer, call the recreation 
department at 460-4440.

Volunteers needed for
basketball tournament

NEW YORK (AP) – Doug 
O’Neill is gearing up for a Ken-
tucky Derby repeat.

A year after winning the Derby 
with I’ll Have Another, the trainer 
is going for another – this time 
with Goldencents.

The 3-year-old colt came 
through with a huge race in win-
ning the Santa Anita Derby on 
April 6, and should be among the 
top contenders for the May 4 race.

O’Neill and his crew are feeling 
pretty good about their chances, 
especially after a recent workout 
in which Goldencents fi nally be-
gan to relax “big time.”

“I saw a relaxed, mature horse 
that fi nished up great,” O’Neill 
said after Goldencents worked 
four furlongs in 48.40 seconds at 
Santa Anita last week. One more 
workout on Thursday, and it’s off 
to Louisville on Saturday.”

I’ll Have Another also won the 
Preakness, but was scratched and 
retired because of a tendon injury 
the day before attempting to win 
the Belmont Stakes and capture 
the Triple Crown.”

Goldencents is No. 4 on the 
AP’s fi nal Run to the Roses’ Top 
10 list of Derby contenders, with 
Verrazano, Orb and Revolution-
ary holding their spots at 1-2-3, 
respectively.

Verrazano, one of as many as 
six Derby horses for trainer Todd 
Pletcher, had his fi rst workout 
over Churchill Downs on Sunday, 
covering fi ve furlongs in 1:00.20. 
Revolutionary, a Pletecher trainee, 
also worked, going four furlongs 
in 48.80.

Fountain of Youth and Florida 
Derby winner Orb worked fi ve 
furlongs in 1:02.20 Sunday at 
Payson Park before departing for 
Louisville.

“This was the one we need to 
get behind us,” trainer Shug Mc-
Gaughey said. “What I liked to 
see was that he was very settled 
going to the track, warming up 
and coming home.”

The 20-horse fi eld will be cho-
sen based on a new system of 
Derby qualifying points from des-
ignated races. Five of Pletcher’s 
horses are in the top 20, with a 
sixth, Lexington Stakes winner 
Winning Cause, at No. 21.

Here’s our Top 10:
1. Verrazano (Todd Pletcher, 

trainer; John Velazquez, jockey):  
Wood winner is unbeaten in all 
four starts and will try to become 
the eighth unbeaten Derby winner.

2. Orb (Shug McGaughey, Joel 
Rosario): Fountain of Youth,  the 
Florida Derby winner, gets his 
original rider back now that John-

ny V has chosen Verrazano.
3. Revolutionary (Pletcher, Cal-

vin Borel): The Louisiana Derby 
winner is 2-for-2 this year after 
winning one of four as a 2-year-
old.

4. Goldencents (Doug O’Neill, 
Kevin Krigger): O’Neill is on the 
way to Churchill to try and win his 
second straight Derby.

5. Overanalyze (Pletcher, Ra-
fael Bejarano): Don’t underrate 
Arkansas Derby winner, who also 
won the Remsen and Futurity 
Stakes. 

6. Normandy Invasion (Chad 
Brown, Javier Castellano): De-
spite only a maiden win in fi ve 
races, the colt is considered one 
of the “now” horses for the Derby 
after strong second in Wood.

7. Itsmyluckyday (Eddie Plesa 
Jr., Elvis Trujillo): The Holy Bull 
winner and Florida Derby runner-
up has fi ve wins.

8. Java’s War (Kenny McPeek, 
Julien Leparoux): Both the trainer 
and rider are looking for their fi rst 
Derby wins.

9. Palace Malice (Pletcher, 
Mike Smith): Another maiden 
winner, he ran second in the Blue 
Grass.

10 (tie) Will Take Charge (D. 
Wayne Lukas, Jon Court): The 
Rebel winner comes into the Der-

by off a seven-week break.
10 (tie) Mylute (Tom Amoss, 

Rosie Napravnik): The Louisiana 
Derby runner-up had an impres-
sive workout at Churchill Downs.

Horses, trainers get ready for Kentucky Derby


