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National Weather Service
Winter Weather Advisory

Tonight: Snow with areas
of blowing snow before 1 a.m.,
then snow likely with areas of
blowing snow between 1 a.m.
and 4 a.m., then a chance of
snow after 4 a.m. Steady tem-
perature around 32. Windy,
with a north wind 25 to 30 mph
decreasing to 15 to 20 mph af-
ter midnight. Winds could gust
as high as 40 mph. Chance of
precipitation is 90 percent. New
snow accumulation of 1 to 3
inches possible.

Thursday: A 30 percent
chance of snow, mainly before
7 a.m. Mostly sunny, with a high
near 45. North wind around 15
mph. New snow accumulation
of less than a half inch possible.

Thursday Night:  Mostly
clear, with a low around 25.
North wind 5 to 15 mph.

Friday: Mostly sunny, with
a high near 54. Breezy, with a
north wind 10 to 20 mph.

Friday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 33.

Saturday: Partly sunny, with
a high near 59.

Saturday  Night:  Partly
cloudy, with a low around 38.

Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a
high near 65.

Sunday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 41.

Monday: A 20 percent
chance of rain. Mostly sunny,
with a high near 71.

Monday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 46.

Tuesday: A 20 percent
chance of rain. Mostly sunny,
with a high near 74.

Monday: High, 84; Low 44
Tuesday: High, 72; Low 36

Precip: Monday None
Tuesday  0.02 inches
April: 0.37 inches
May: 0.02 inches
Year: 1.91 inches
Normal: ~ 3.98 inches
(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset
Thursday 6:44 a.m. 8:39 p.m.

Last quarter moon at 6:16 a.m.
(U.S. Naval Observatory)
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A fire destroyed a garage and contents belonging to Steve and Jari Skiles early Saturday
morning. The exact cause was still unknown.

Trustees wrestle budget

From “BUDGET,” Page 1

He added that the Higher
Learning Commission has put
Colby on financial probation,
and he needs to write a report on
the college’s finances to remedy
the situation.

“But that almost makes us
commit today, so that you can
finish your report,” Trustee Ken-
ton Krehbiel said.

John Gatz, the attorney for the
college, suggested setting up a

special board meeting to discuss
the budget, and Vacik said he
would try to schedule a meeting
for noon next Wednesday.

In other business, the board:

* Approved hiring Antowin
Edwards as the head women’s
basketball coach, replacing
Brady Jasper. Athletic Director
Ryan Sturdy said that Edwards
took over the Women’s Bas-
ketball team at Northwestern
Community College in Rangely,
Colo., four years ago. The team

had a record of 0-57 for two
years when he took over, but
last year had the most wins in a
single season in 10 years.

¢ Voted not to renew the con-
tract of Ray Nolan, a physical
education instructor and reten-
tion specialist.

The trustees entered executive
session for another half hour at
the end of the meeting, but ad-
journed without taking action
after they came out.

Wheat crop better to east

WICHITA (AP) — Partici-
pants in the Kansas winter wheat
tour are finding less freeze dam-
age than had been expected dur-
ing the first leg of this year’s
event.

Some 20 cars left Manhattan
on Tuesday morning before fan-
ning out along six routes that
will take them across the heart
of wheat country before ending
Thursday at the Kansas City
Board of Trade where the group
will announce their forecast for
the 2013 winter wheat crop in
Kansas.

Aaron Harries, director of
marketing at Kansas Wheat,
took a route from Manhattan
to Colby along U.S. 36 across
the northern counties where the
wheat looked “very nice” in
the central part of the state. But
Smith County was a dividing
line, with little moisture further
west as the group worked its way
to Colby, where they planned to
regroup Tuesday night and com-
pare notes.

“The condition of the crop is
going downhill,” Harries said in
a phone call from Oberlin. “It is
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very dry out here and the stands
are pretty thin.”

The wheat is so far behind in
development in Kansas that the
freeze burned just the tips of the
leaves since the heads had not
emerged yet above ground.

Last year, the crop was three
weeks ahead of schedule during
the tour and participants then
were counting wheat heads to
estimate the size of the crop.
This year the wheat is running
five to six weeks behind when
compared to last year so it is
“pretty dramatically different,”
Harries said.

“This crop is going to be late
to harvest unless we have a lot
of hot weather,” he said.

A bit further south, his col-
league Dalton Henry, the direc-
tor of governmental affairs for
Kansas Wheat, took the route
from Manhattan to Salina and
along U.S. 40 before ending up
in Colby. He reported Tuesday
that he saw a lot of pretty good
wheat the first part of the trip.
He could take his soil moisture
probe and insert it 20-30 inches
into the ground to check out
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subsoil moisture. But once his
group crossed U.S. 281 east of
Hays things changed so much
that the ground was so dry that it
was tough to get the probe into
the ground at all.

“That crop is living hand to
mouth from one rain to anoth-
er,” Henry said.

Forecast yields varied from
the low 20s bushels per acre to
as high as 72 bushels an acre, he
said.

“It really varied from one field
to another, it varied from fields
on opposite sides of the road
from one another depending on
when that crop was planted and
what growth stage the crop was
in,” Henry said.

Extension wheat special-
ist Jim Shroyer said the crop is
“kind of on the razor’s edge”
where if it gets some rain, peo-
ple could still be pleased with
the results come harvest.

“I wouldn’t count everything
out just yet,” Shroyer said.

We want your local news:
e-mail to
colby.editor @ nwkansas.com

460-4582.

St.

Briefly)

5519.

The deadline for Briefly is noon the day before. Items submitted in the
morning will be set up for the next edition. The deadline for Monday’s
paper is noon Friday.

Clinic collecting pet food for animal shelter
Swartz Veterinary Hospital, 1775 W. Fourth St. in Colby, is accepting
pet food donations to help the Northwest Kansas Animal Shelter in Good-
land mark National Pet Week, May 7 to May 10. Help them feed a friend.
For information, call Doris Helin at 460-1078.

Master Gardeners reschedule their classes
Because of the snow earlier this month, the Thomas County Master Gar-
deners have rescheduled several sessions on gardening. At 6 p.m. Thurs-
day at the meeting room of the Thomas County Office Complex, 350 South
Range, Jim Strine, northwest area extension forester, will demonstrate tree
pruning and planting and talk about tree care. A reception following his
presentation will honor Strine, who will retire in July, for his years of ser-
vice to northwest Kansas. Everyone is invited to come help wish him well.
At 6 p.m. Tuesday at the Thomas County Extension Office in the Office
Complex (enter from the south door), John Beckman, Scott County Exten-
sion agent, will be giving tips and tricks for growing great tomatoes, then
Julie Niehage, Golden Prairie District Extension agent, will talk about the
Top 40 Annuals for Kansas. For information, call the Extension Office at

Reception to honor six retirees at college

The public is invited to a retirement reception honoring Colby Commu-
nity College employees Connie Davis, Sandy Hill, Tom Moorhous, Bob
Selby, Joyce Washburn and Diane Williams, along with other departing
employees, at 3 p.m. Thursday in Room 108 of the Student Union. For
information, call Debbie Schwanke at 460-5411.

Dogs may be up for adoption at animal clinic
The Colby Animal Clinic has a dog, a friendly male chihuahua under 2

years old, available for adoption. Call 460-8621 or stop by 810 E. Fourth

Colby Grade School plans concert Thursday
Fourth and fifth graders will give a free recorder and band concert at
2:30 and 7 p.m. Thursday in the Colby Grade School Auditorium. Ev-
eryone is invited. For information, call band teacher Jennifer Otten at the
grade school, 460-5100.

Ministers plan prayer in front of courthouse
The Thomas County Ministerial Alliance will hold its annual “See You
at the Flag Pole” event at noon Thursday in front of the Thomas County
courthouse to pray for for our nation’s government officials, troops, local
authorities and God’s continued hand of protection for our national safety.
The event is Colby’s observance of the National Day of Prayer. For infor-
mation, call Pastor W.G. Romine III at 462-6294.

Church women plan May Friendship Day

May Friendship Day, continuing the long history of Church Women
United in inviting women of diverse races and traditions to draw together
into a Christian fellowship, will be Friday at the First Presbyterian Church
Fellowship Hall. There will be a gathering at 10 a.m., followed by a wor-
ship service at 10:30. For information, call Joyce Gatlin at 460-3656.

Dance planned for Saturday at Legion Hall
There will be a public dance from 6 to 10 p.m. Saturday at the American

Legion. Swing ‘N’ Country will provide music. For information, call Lue

Duffey at 269-7057.

Spring concert will be Tuesday at college

Colby Community College’ free spring music concert will be at 7 p.m.
Tuesday in the Cultural Arts Center, featuring the concert and stage bands,
concert choir and Sunflower Singers. For information, contact vocal in-
structor Randy Berls at 460-5520 or instrumental music director Tony
Schroer at 460-

City plans spring cleanup for next week

Colby’s 2013 Spring Cleanup will be Monday to Friday next week, May
6 to 10, offering homeowners a chance to spruce up their yards and have
the city remove items that are are boxed and bagged, weigh less than 50
pounds and placed at the curb. Call the city manager’s office at 460-4410
to schedule a pickup by noon on Friday, May 10. This is for residential
customers only.
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