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National Weather Service
Tonight: Showers and thun-
derstorms likely, mainly after 10
p.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low
around 50. Northeast wind 10 to
15 mph. Chance of precipitation
is 60 percent.

Thursday: A 50 percent
chance of showers and thun-
derstorms, mainly before 1 p.m.
Mostly cloudy, with a high near
64. Northeast wind around 15
mph.

Thursday Night: Mostly
cloudy, with a low around 43.
North wind 5 to 15 mph.

Friday: Mostly sunny, with a
high near 73. North wind around
5 mph.

Friday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 41.

Saturday: Mostly sunny, with
a high near 66.

Saturday  Night:  Partly
cloudy, with a low around 42.

Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a
high near 75.

Sunday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 49.

Monday: Sunny, with a high
near 88.

Monday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 53.

Tuesday: Sunny, with a high
near 89.

Monday: High, 74; Low 42
Tuesday: High, 79; Low 50

Precip: Monday None
Tuesday  0.07 inches
Month: 0.21 inches
Year: 2.10 inches
Normal:  7.21 inches

(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset
Thursday 6:36 a.m. 8:46 p.m.
New moon at 7:30 p.m.

(U.S. Naval Observatory)
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Kansas tax talks
in hands of leaders

By John Hanna
AP Political Writer

TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) — Re-
publican Gov. Sam Brownback
was negotiating directly with
the Kansas Legislature’s top
GOP leaders to end an impasse
over additional tax cuts as law-
makers reconvened Wednesday
to begin wrapping up business
for the year.

Brownback and Republican
legislative leaders want to fol-
low up on massive personal in-
come tax cuts enacted last year
by further reducing rates. But
they also must stabilize the state
budget, and the governor has
proposed canceling a decrease
in the state’s sales tax scheduled
by law for July.

The governor, Senate Presi-
dent Susan Wagle of Wichita,
and House Speaker Ray Merrick
of Stilwell confirmed they met
Tuesday to discuss tax issues
and expect to continue talks. All
three said it’s too early to predict
the outlines of a compromise.

“Your tax plan has to match
your budget,” Brownback told
The Associated Press in a brief
interview. “I’'m looking at ev-
erything.”

The Senate has approved
Brownback’s proposed income
tax cuts and his plan to keep
the sales tax at 6.3 percent. The
House passed legislation to let

the sales tax drop to 5.7 percent
in July as planned, with less ag-
gressive income tax cuts.

GOP leaders assigned three
senators and three House mem-
bers to draft a compromise, but
they made little progress before
lawmakers began their annual
spring break last month. Those
negotiators set a meeting for
Tuesday but canceled it and
have yet to reschedule.

Democrats’ leaders, Sen. An-
thony Hensley of Topeka and
Rep. Paul Davis of Lawrence,
continue to describe last year’s
income tax cuts as reckless and
Brownback’s sales tax proposal
this year as unfair to the poor.
They acknowledged during a
news conference Tuesday that
their strategy is to keep up the
criticism and hope it resonates
with voters in 2014.

It’s not unusual for the gover-
nor and top legislative leaders to
temporarily take over negotia-
tions on the big issues as law-
makers’ annual session nears its
end. Republican leaders want
the Legislature to finish its work
by early next week.

Brownback and legislators
must resolve tax issues to finish
work on a proposed state budget
of roughly $14.5 billion for the
fiscal year beginning July 1. The
governor had described cancel-
ing the sales tax decrease as
crucial to his goal of preventing

cuts in state funding for higher
education, and spokeswoman
Sherriene Jones-Sontag said
he’s not backing away from that
budget recommendation.

Merrick and other GOP lead-
ers in the House had said their
chamber would insist upon de-
creasing the sales tax as planned.
Before lawmakers began their
spring break, the House voted
unanimously against the Sen-
ate’s tax legislation.

Legislators boosted the sales
tax in 2010 to help balance the
budget, promising most of the
increase would be temporary.
Many legislators in both parties
want to keep the promise.

But on Wednesday, Merrick
said, “Anything is possible.”

Most GOP senators are will-
ing to cancel the sales tax de-
crease because they believe
cutting personal income taxes
further will stimulate the state’s
economy.

The Senate’s legislation, like
Brownback’s proposals, would
guarantee additional cuts in per-
sonal income tax rates during
the next four years. The House
plan would drop rates only af-
ter overall state revenues grew
more than 2 percent.

“We’re regularly meeting,”
Wagle said. “I’'m sensing that
there is a desire to resolve our
differences.”

County begins budget talks

From “COUNTY,” Page 1

year.

cuts [in the past] because our department heads
have been rather reasonable in their requests,”

said Commissioner Paul Steele.

Accountants at Adams, Brown,
will use those figures to calculate the mill levy
required to meet that budget. In August, the com-
missioners will publish the proposed budget fig-
ures in the Colby Free Press and will hold public
budget hearings to allow residents to comment on

the budget and mill rate.

“People can show up to complain but they nev-

er do,” said Steele.

He said he expects to receive a large increase in
tax dollars this year because of recent increases in

farmland valuation.

“This commission has been complaining for a
long time about the unfairness of farmland valu-

$26,974.98

In other business, the commissioners
* Approved accounts payable in the amount of

* Received updates on the county’s health in-

Beran and Ball

company.

surance plan from representatives of Blue Cross
Blue Shield of Kansas. The commissioners tabled
a decision on insurance matters because they are
waiting on a proposal from another insurance

e Instructed Health Department Director Ka-

siah Rothschild to create monthly balance sheets

missioners and

to simplify her accounting methods for the com-

auditors. Commissioner Steele

expressed frustration with the stacks of paper-
work she provided in the past. Rothschild said the

county’s auditors asked her last year to keep pa-

ation,” Steele said. Agricultural land values have
increased by 23.8 percent in Thomas County this

Retired teacher to get degree

From “DEGREE,” Page 1

selor at the college. His daugh-
ter Dana is a medical assistant in
Scottsdale, Ariz.

The degree will be conferred

S

during commencement at 2 p.m.
Saturday, May 11, at the Com-
munity Building. Everyone is
invited to a reception following
the ceremony in the basement
meeting room.
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per records to help with these auditing problems
but admitted she has not done as they asked.

friends
don't let friends
drive drunk.
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Briefly
The deadline for Briefly is noon the day before. Items submitted in the

morning will be set up for the next edition. The deadline for Monday’s
paper is noon Friday.

Piano students to give recital

Students of Pat Ziegelmeier will perform in a spring piano recital at 7:30
p.m. Thursday in the sanctuary of Colby United Methodist Church. The
program will be a variety of solo and duet selections. Everyone is welcome
and there is no charge. For information call Ziegelmeier at 460-5518.

Firemen will be flushing, testing hydrants

The Colby Fire Department will be testing hydrants for two or three
weeks in May to clean out any debris and make sure they are working. For
information, call Ross Carney at 460-4454.

Clinic collecting pet food for animal shelter

Swartz Veterinary Hospital, 1775 W. Fourth St. in Colby, is accepting
pet food donations to help the Northwest Kansas Animal Shelter in Good-
land mark National Pet Week, through Friday this week. Help them feed a
friend. For information, call Doris Helin at 460-1078.

City’s spring cleanup runs through Friday

Colby’s 2013 Spring Cleanup runs through Friday, offering homeowners
a chance to spruce up their yards and have the city remove items that are
are boxed and bagged, weigh less than 50 pounds and placed at the curb.
Call the Public Works office at 460-4410 to schedule a pickup before noon
Friday. This is for residential customers only.

Smart Start offering car-seat safety checks

Smart Start Northwest Kansas plans a drop-in car-seat check from 2 to 4
p.m. Thursday. Come see if your child is ready for a bigger seat and check
for recalls, out-of-date seats or bad installation from at 460 N. Garfield.
Replacement seats are available to those who qualify. If you can’t make
it, seat-check appointments can be scheduled Monday through Friday by
calling Denise Singer at 465-9103.

Farm Credit to have Business After Five

Come congratulate Larry Maxwell on his retirement and Randy Wilson,
new president of Farm Credit of Western Kansas, at a Business After Five
event from 5 to 7 p.m. Thursday at 1190 S. Range. For information, call
Cathy Hawk at 462-6714.

Signup for Little League Football is Friday

Colby Little League Football will hold an information and registration
meeting from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Friday in the Commons at Colby High
School for kids who will be in third through sixth grades. Bring your child
to be sized for a jersey. Anyone new to the league should bring a photo-
copy of the child’s birth certificate and insurance information. If you have
questions, are interested in coaching or are not able to attend, call Amy
Wildeman at 460-7815.

Event to raise money for cancer victim

A spaghetti benefit for Danielle Wolf, who is fighting cancer, will be-
gin at 6 p.m. Saturday at the Colby American Legion Hall. An auction
and dance with deejay Chris Wassemiller will follow. Donations will be
taken for dinner; dance tickets are $10 at the door, or send a donation to
S&T Communication, Box 345, Colby, Kan., 67701. For information, call
Deanna Mallory at 443-2767.

Gospel singers to give concert

The husband-wife country-gospel singing duo Harlow and Jareen Ru-
dolph, known as Sonrise, will present a concert at 7 p.m. Saturday at the
Mingo Bible Church. An offering will be taken for them. For information,
call Pastor Tom Peyton at 462-2930.

Learning Center to have graduation

The public is invited to the Thomas County Learning Center’s gradua-
tion ceremony at 7 p.m. Tuesday in the Little Theater of the Community
Building. Ward “Scarman” Foley of Norton will be the speaker. For infor-
mation call Melinda Fikan at 465-7900.

Church offering ‘Once a Month Lunch’

The Once a Month Lunch will be served from 11:30 to 12:30 Saturday at
the First Presbyterian Church, 515 W. Fourth St. in Colby. This free meal
is served the second Saturday of each month. For questions, contact the
church office at 462-6342.
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