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Cryptoquip

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  
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Difficulty Level 5/13

Dear Readers: Here is this week’s sound off, 
about plastic wrap:

“Do you suppose you could suggest that manu-
facturers of clear plastic wrap produce a box of 
a narrower size? Normally it comes 12 inches 
wide. But sometimes I have just a bit left over, 
and I have to unwrap a 12-inch-wide strip. A thin-
ner size would save plastic.” – H.M., via e-mail

Happy to print your suggestion to the manu-
facturers. You could cut the plastic to make it a 
smaller size. To be honest, though, the very small 
amount wasted really is not much plastic. Why 
not save what’s left for next time? – Heloise

SEND A GREAT HINT TO:
Heloise
P.O. Box 795000
San Antonio, TX 78279-5000
E-mail: Heloise(at)Heloise.com     

FAST FACTS
Dear Readers: Other uses for gripping shelf 

liner:
• Place under a cutting board.
• Use to help open jars.
• Place in a tub as a bathmat when bathing a 

dog.
• Use as a place mat for children.
• Under a pet’s food and water dishes. – He-

loise
BETTER BINDING

Dear Heloise: Our daughter wanted to give her 
father an oversized paperback book that he would 
enjoy. His left arm is paralyzed due to a stroke. 
Knowing he was unable to hold the book open, 
she took it to a copy center, which “shaved” a 
small amount from the binding and turned the 
book into a spiral-bound book for less than $4. 

My husband now can easily turn the pages and 
hold the book with one hand. This method would 
not work for hard-bound books, but there are pa-
perback books on just about any subject. – Bev-
erly H., Fillmore, Calif.

FABRIC-SOFTENER DISPENSER
Dear Heloise: How do I clean the fabric-soft-

ener dispenser in my washing machine? – Cindy, 
via e-mail

This is a common question, Cindy – that dis-
penser can get pretty gunky. But it’s relatively 
simple to clean. Pour really hot water into the dis-
penser and let it sit for a while. Then take a small 
brush, like a bottle brush, and scrub it clean. 
Rinse the dispenser with warm water. 

To prevent the problem, fi ll the dispenser par-
tially with water before adding the fabric soft-
ener. – Heloise

TOOTHBRUSH HOLDER
Dear Heloise: I had some extra toothbrush 

holders, the round kind with holes on top. I took 
fresh fl owers (silk would work, too) and placed 
them in the holder. It made a cute little fl ower 
arrangement. 

Because of the size, they fi t nicely into areas 
without much space – the bathroom sink, a night-
stand, etc. Toothbrush holders come in so many 
colors, it is easy to fi nd one to match your decor! 
– Julie in Dayton, Ohio

(c)2013 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Wide wrap
just too much

Family Circus • Bil Keane

9
6

1
7

6
4

2

8

7

2

6
3

5

1

4

9

3
4
5
9
2
7

4
7

8

2
9

8
5
1

20
13

 C
on

ce
pt

is
 P

uz
zl

es
, D

is
t. 

by
 K

in
g 

Fe
at

ur
es

 S
yn

di
ca

te
, I

nc
.

Difficulty Level 5/15

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Do Something!
In many hands, the best procedure for the de-

fenders is simply to stand pat and do nothing that 
might give declarer a trick he is not entitled to. 
This is called passive defense. 

In other hands, the defenders cannot afford to 
bide their time, since doing so will ultimately al-
low declarer to make the contract. In these cases, 
the defense must attack, even though there might 
be no absolute certainty of success. 

Let’s say you’re West, defending against three 
notrump. You lead a heart to East’s jack, which 
declarer ducks, and East continues with the 
queen, which South ducks again.  

At this point, you should overtake the queen 
with the king, not just because you have the 
K-10-8-3 and can afford to, but because it would 
be futile to allow partner to win and play still an-
other heart. You know you have no entry card to 
your hearts and that it can’t help your side to con-
tinue the suit and force out the ace. 

Instead, you shift to the jack of spades at trick 
three. This play can’t do any harm and might do 
some good. True, your partner is unlikely to have 
the queen, considering South’s opening notrump 
bid, but it is certainly possible. The bottom line is 
that a spade shift offers more promise than a heart 
continuation. 

As it happens, you hit pay dirt. Declarer wins 
and plays the A-K of clubs, hoping the queen will 
fall. When it doesn’t, he leads another club. East 
wins with the queen and returns a low spade, and 
declarer ends up with only seven tricks, losing 
two hearts, two spades, a club and a diamond. 

With a thoughtless heart continuation by East 
or West at trick three, however, South would 
make three notrump.

(c)2013 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Bridge • Steve Becker

Hints from
Heloise

•
Heloise


