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Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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Difficulty Level 5/23

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 5/22

When to Abandon the Percentages
Most books on the play of the hand contain one 

or more chapters on the mathematics of bridge. 
Among other things, they list how suits can be 
expected to divide and the proper way to handle a 
large variety of card combinations.

One subject sure to be covered is the question 
of whether or not to fi nesse when you have 10 
cards of a suit missing the K-x-x, which was de-
clarer’s problem in the spade suit in today’s hand.

Mathematically, the percentage play is to fi -
nesse rather than try to drop the singleton king 
behind the ace. What this means is that if you 
experimented hundreds of times with this combi-
nation, the fi nesse would succeed far more often 
than the play for the drop.

South was fully familiar with the proper per-
centage play, but when the moment of truth ar-
rived, he played dummy’s ace and felled East’s 
king! However, he had ample reason for rejecting 
the fi nesse.

West began by cashing the K-A of hearts and 
shifted to the deuce of diamonds, hoping his part-
ner had the queen and that declarer would mis-
guess which card to play from dummy. But South 
played dummy’s king, which won the trick.

Then, without bothering to enter his hand for a 
fi nesse, declarer simply played the ace of trumps, 
caught East’s singleton king and so made the 
contract with an overtrick. Had he taken a trump 
fi nesse, he would have gone down one.

Declarer’s decision to reject the percentage 
play was based on the fact that West couldn’t 
have the king of spades after his fi rst three plays 
revealed he had the A-K of hearts and ace of dia-
monds. It was inconceivable that he would have 
passed originally had he held the king of spades 
also.

Since East was thus marked with the king of 
spades, South’s only hope was to fi nd the mon-
arch unguarded.

(c)2013 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Q: Our statue of a peasant girl is 25 inches 
tall. She is sitting on a tree stump and holds 
a basket of cherries on her lap. On the round 
base, there’s a plaque in the shape of a scroll 
that says “La Cerises par Cana.” Wasn’t there 
a famous 19th-century French sculptor named 
Cana? How can I fi nd out what it’s worth?

A: Louis Emile Cana (1845-1895) was a 
French sculptor of bronzes, but specialized in 
animals. Another French sculptor, Francois Hip-
polyte Moreau (1832-1927) created a bronze 
sculpture titled “Les Cerises” (“The Cherries”) 
that matches the description of yours. 

His original bronzes are signed. Known copies 
signed like yours were made of spelter, a zinc al-
loy. If yours is one of those and in excellent con-
dition, it could sell for several hundred dollars. 
An original is worth more than $2,000.

Q: I know about Teco pottery and its matte 
green vases, but I just heard the company also 
made tiles. Is that true?

A: Yes. A color ad in a 1913 catalog shows 
a variety of tile murals and single tiles for trim 
made by Teco. Earlier black-and-white ads show 
different tiles. Teco advertised that it made “ar-
chitectural terra cotta, Teco and garden pottery 
and wall, fl oor and art tile” until 1917 or later.

Q: Years ago, I won a “basket of cheer” at 
a church bazaar. I still have one unopened 
bottle from that basket, a bottle of Benedictine 
liqueur with a red seal on the front and a label 
that reads “D.O.M.” and “86 proof.” I would 
like to sell it, but I don’t know how.

A: Benedictine is an herbal liqueur that has been 
produced in France since the 1860s. “D.O.M.” 
stands for “Deo Optimo Maximo,” which can be 
translated as “Praise be to God, most good, most 
great.” Bacardi owns the brand today. 

Your bottle is not an antique, since it has to 
date from after the end of Prohibition, but it was 
bottled before the alcohol content was lowered to 
80 proof. U.S. liquor laws come into play when 
you want to sell a full bottle of an alcoholic bev-
erage, even one some consider collectible. 

Some national auctions hold special whiskey 
auctions. Unless you just spread the word among 
acquaintances to sell your bottle, you might con-
tact a nationally known auction house. Your bot-
tle might sell for $50 or more.

Q: You mentioned that old glass bottles and 
insulators and even pressed glass goblets may 
turn purple if left in the sun a long time. Why?

A: We learned from an article in Antique Bottle 
& Glass Collector magazine that coloring chang-
es in glass are caused by chemicals in the glass. 
Arsenic was used in glassmaking before World 
War II, and when left in the sun turns yellow. 
Manganese was used before 1930, and turns pale 
purple in sunlight. The very dark purple bottles 
seen today are irradiated with modern machines, 
not by the slow rays of the sun.

(c) 2013 by Cowles Syndicate Inc.
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