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Cryptoquip

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  
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Difficulty Level 6/06

Dear Readers: How many magazine subscrip-
tions do you have? If you have a few (I have 
more than 10), I bet you get renewal notices what 
seems like all the time! Here are some helpful 
hints to manage magazine subscriptions:

• Companies may start sending renewal notices 
up to 18 months in advance! Look at the address 
label on your subscription – there may be a small 
date or code. This will tell you when your sub-
scription actually expires.

• Call the company if you want to renew. You 
might be able to get a better price.

• Keep a list or spreadsheet if you have several 
subscriptions. Write down the dates you renewed, 
what price and when they expire. 

• Always look at your notices. Some companies 
will automatically renew the subscription if they 
don’t hear from you. So always check. – Heloise

TRAVEL HINT
Dear Heloise: To ease airport X-ray lines, I put 

my keys and change into my shoe. This makes 
it so easy to retrieve (just pour it out into your 
hand) rather than attempt to pick it all up from the 
plastic tray. – Patrick in Maui, Hawaii

SELF-GRIPPING TAPE
Dear Heloise: How do I remove lint from heavy 

self-gripping tape? – Annie in Grafton, Wis.
Don’t you just get bugged by the sticky (or 

nonsticky, really) problem? When it happens, the 
tape stops sticking together! Pull out as many of 
the larger pieces as you can. Then take a crochet 
hook, a stiff toothbrush or a small comb and gen-
tly clean out the debris.

Depending on what the tape is on, press the 
two sides together when not in use to keep them 
from getting full of lint. – Heloise

SEND A GREAT HINT TO:
Heloise
P.O. Box 795000
San Antonio, TX 78279-5000
Fax: 1-210-HELOISE
E-mail: Heloise@Heloise.com     

MEDICINE MELTDOWN
Dear Heloise: My daughter had to take a medi-

cine that was bitter, and it was a battle to get her 
to do it. Since it was a liquid, I mixed it in with 
some yogurt and gave it to her during her meal. 
She didn’t even realize the medicine was in it. No 
more battles. Check with your pharmacy or phy-
sician fi rst to make sure it is OK to mix the medi-
cine with something. – A Reader in Pennsylvania

FURNITURE MOVING
Dear Heloise: I recently had the carpet replaced 

in my house. 
To move the heavy furniture, the workers had 

two long strips of thick plastic attached to ropes. 
They would slide the strips under each side of the 
furniture and then pulled it by the ropes. They 
had all the furniture moved very quickly without 
killing their backs. I thought it was such a good 
idea and that it would be good for everyone. – A 
Reader in Georgia

(c)2013 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Subscriptions
can be managed

Family Circus • Bil Keane
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Difficulty Level 6/07

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Bidding Quiz
1. Nonforcing. Responder has indicated at least 

10 points by his two-diamond bid and does not 
show extra values by bidding two notrump in this 
sequence. Therefore, if opener has minimum val-
ues, he may pass. It follows that if responder has 
a game-going hand, he must bid three notrump, 
not two.

2. Nonforcing. This is an invitational raise in 
notrump and has nothing to do with Blackwood. 
Responder is asking partner to go on to slam if 
he has a maximum one-notrump opening, and 
to pass if he has a minimum. If opener is in the 
middle of his notrump range (say, 16 points play-
ing 15-17 notrumps), he can bid fi ve notrump and 
leave the fi nal decision to partner.

3. Forcing. Responder’s fi rst two bids were 
forcing, and so is the three-club bid. Responder 
must have a game-going hand, since he failed to 
pass two clubs and also failed to bid three clubs 
(invitational) instead of two diamonds. He is ap-
parently looking for the best game or slam con-
tract.

4. Forcing. Opener might be inviting part-
ner to bid three notrump with a club stopper, or 
he might be angling for a slam in diamonds or 
hearts. Responder can’t tell yet which it is, but he 
should make the most descriptive bid he can fi nd 
at this point.

5. Forcing. When responder names a new suit 
below the game level, the bid is unconditionally 
forcing -- even when the opener’s bid is pre-
emptive. This allows responder to explore for the 
right contract when he has a good hand without 
having to make a blind stab at the best spot.

  (c)2013 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Bridge • Steve Becker

Hints from
Heloise

•
Heloise


