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Colby

linemen

Nathan Harter, (above,
Colby, and Ben Jaeger and Mason Newell,
journeyman linemen from Colby, were three
of the linemen Midwest Energy sent to Wichita
to help restore power to 22,000 homes there.
Shane Wenter (below), another line foreman
from Colby, climbed a pole to reconnect lines.

left) line foreman at

help out
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Wichita was slammed with nearly 90 mph
winds June 27, snapping tree limbs and bringing
down hundreds of power lines, cutting power
to more than 22,000 Westar Energy customers,
and causing one of the largest outages in
Westar’s history.

The next day, when Westar put out a call to
Kansas utilities for assistance, Midwest Energy
sent 22 linemen and 15 trucks from the Colby,
Great Bend, Hays, and Lyons areas, to help get
power restored.

“We had 18 of our own poles come down in
the same storm in Barton County, but we were
happy to be able to help out in Wichita,” said
Dale Giebler, Operations Project Manager for
Midwest in Hays.

The Midwest crews worked 16 to 20 hours,
or more, from June 28 through July 1, in
different areas of Wichita and Haysville. Most
of their work was done overnight, climbing
poles in alleys and confined areas where using
buckets was impractical.

“There was a lot of tree damage and lines
down,” said Nathan Harter, line foreman from
Colby, who led one of the six crews. “We spent
most of our time climbing poles and connecting
the wires back in.”

Harter said his crew worked 18-hour shifts,
but that he found the work satisfying.

“It’s always kind of nice to go down and help
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out,” Harter said.

Westar reported power restored to most all
its customers on the afternoon of July 1, and
Midwest crews returned home on July 2.

Thank you to the following sponsors for
their generous contributions to the 2013
Hometown Heroes Avenue of Flags Project

HONOREE & BRANCH

In Honor of: Mark Tole, Marines

In Honor of: Greg Blanton, Navy

In Honor of: Juanita M. Gatz, Navy

In Honor of: Robert W. Gatz, Navy

In Honor of: Joseph H. Gatz, Navy

In Memory of: Bernard Campbell, Army

In Honor of: Thomas J. Barlow DDS, USAF

In Honor of: Thomas A. Bandy, Navy

In Honor of: Gerald (Gary) L. Berens, Air Force
In Memory of: Don Alldredge, Army

In Memory of: Melvin Coover, Army Air Force, WWII
In Memory of: William T. McMillan, Air Force
In Memory of: Glen Carpenter, Army Air Corp
In Honor of: Colonel Steven B. Cersovsky, Army
In Honor of: All Thomas County Veterans

In Memory of: Lloyd G. Wilson, Sr., Army

In Memory of: Trenton Rhea, Army

In Memory of: Wm. V. Dougherty, Army, WWII
In Honor of: Jerry Downing, Staff Sgt, Air Force
In Memory of: Harold Duffey, Army

In Memory of: Harold Duffey, Army

In Memory of: Raymond Dean Ziegelmeier,
Army Signal Corps
In Memory of: Bill Evans, Air Force
In Memory of: Henry F. Schirmer, Army, WWII
In Memory of: Lester “Les” Haremza, Army
In Memory of: Dean A. Goodheart, Army
In Honor of and In Memory of all who have served
In Memory of: Claude W. Herren, Army
In Memory of: Joseph D. Winter,
Merchant Marines, WWII
In Honor of: William Kersenbrock,
Army National Guard
In Honor of: Glen Kersenbrock, Navy
In Memory of: Ray Kersenbrock, Navy
In Honor of: Leroy Ziegler, Navy
In Memory of: John E. Lewis, Marine Corps
In Memory of: Walter C. Cobb, Army, WWI
In Memory of: Harold L. Linville,
Kansas Army National Guard
In Memory of: Robert E. Potter, Air Force
In Honor of: All Active Duty Military
In Honor of: Troy Rall, Navy & National Guard
In Honor of: Mark Tole, Marines
In Honor of: Jason Mattson, Marines
In Honor of: Thurman Cox, Army Air Corp
In Honor of: Richard Bruns, Army Signal Corps
In Honor of: August Durham, Navy
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Peg Tole

Peg Tole

John D. Gatz

John D. Gatz

John D. Gatz

John D. Gatz

Nancy Barlow

Bruce & Leatte Bandy

Marsha Berens

Elaine & Mike Bremenkamp

Dee Carpenter Family

Lynn Carpenter

Randy Carpenter

Lloyd & Cindy Cersovsky

Colby Convention & Visitors Bureau

Colby Livestock Auction

Colby Livestock Auction

Louise Dougherty

Jerry Downing

Luella Duffey & Dr. Cynthia Duffey

Jay, Luetta, Jared, Andrew &
Kaitlyn Flanagin

Margie Flanagin

Peggy Frahm

Tracey & Relda Galli
Travis & Velma Goodheart
Travis & Velma Goodheart
Bob & Deanna Hanzlick
Cleta and Roger Herren
Randy & Mary Lou Jones

Kersenbrock Funeral Chapel

Kersenbrock Funeral Chapel
Kersenbrock Funeral Chapel
Leroy’s Printing

Monte Lewis

Monte Lewis

Janice Linville

Bob & Tracee Mackley
Jody Gaskill Metcalf
Bill & Peggy Miller

Bill & Peggy Miller

Bill & Peggy Miller

Bill & Peggy Miller

Bill & Peggy Miller

Bill & Peggy Miller

HONOREE & BRANCH

In Memory of: Victor Rall, National Guard
In Memory of: Robert Brown, Army
In Memory of: Darrell Barnett, Army
In Memory of: Norman Rall, Army
In Honor of: Simon Almanza, Army, WWII
In Honor of: Bob Barton, Army
In Memory of: Junior Niblock, Army
In Memory of: Joe O’Neal, Army Air Corps
In Memory of: E.L. (Bud) McCormick, Marine Corps
In Memory of: James E. Donn, Army, Korean War
In Memory of: Alvin L. Donn, Air Force, WWII POW
In Honor of and In Memory of all who have served
In Memory of: Robert E Potter, Air Force 1951-1955
In Honor of: Captain Joshua S. Cox, USMC
In Memory of: Oliver Lindeman, Army Air Force
In Honor of: Melvin Lindeman, Army
In Honor of: John (Jack) Lanning
In Memory of: Richard A. Scheopner,

Army National Guard
In Memory of: Donald Shoemaker, Navy
In Memory of: W.W. Woerpel, Navy
In Honor of: Andrew Strange, Army
In Memory of: Kenneth F. Rogers, Army
In Memory of: Lynn Hagler, Army, Korean War
In Honor of: Jim Vap, Sr., Army & National

Guard Reserve
In Honor of and In Memory of: All Korean War
Army Veterans

In Memory of: Walter R. Wiens, CWO 3, Army
In Memory of: Neil D. Wolf, Air Force
In Memory of: Dean Strayer, Air Force

The Sons of the American Legion, Post #363 proudly salute the Hometown Heroes
who are serving and who have served in the Armed Forces to protect our nation
and defend the freedoms we all enjoy in these United States of America.
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Dick & Shirley Parnell
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