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Practical tips can keep
teenagers safe on the road

More teenage motor vehicle
fatalities happen in summer than
any other time of year. While teen
driving statistics are troubling, re-
search shows teens whose parents
set rules are half as likely to get in
an accident.

The National Association of In-
surance Commissioners, of which
the Kansas Insurance Department
is a member, has compiled tips for
parents and teens to make driving
safe and save money.

The ultimate goal when our kids
start driving is to ensure their safe-
ty and the safety of others. That
starts with establishing expecta-
tions. The good news is setting
boundaries provides the opportu-
nity for the roads to be safer for
everyone, and fewer accidents is a
goal we can all get behind.

Setting Expectations

Inexperienced, distracted driv-
ing, speeding and drug or alcohol
use are major contributors to teen-
related crashes. One way to help
your teen become a safer driver is
to talk openly about your expecta-
tions for when they’re behind the
wheel. Here are some discussion
items.

e Set a driving curfew. More
than 40 percent of teen auto deaths
occur between 9 p.m. and 6 a.m.

e Put a limit on the number of
passengers allowed in your teen’s
car. For teenagers, the relative risk
of a fatal crash increases as the
number of passengers increases.

* Make the cell phone off limits
while driving. Talking and texting
on a cell phone can double the

likelihood of an accident.

* Encourage your teen to exer-
cise his or her rights as a passen-
ger. Only 44 percent of teens say
they would speak up if someone
were driving in a way that scared
them.

These safety measures also may
help save money on auto insur-
ance, because even minor fender-
benders can drive up costs.

Keeping Costs Down

Parents know, too, that vehicle
insurance for teenagers is expen-
sive. That’s why it pays to follow
some useful advice from the insur-
ance experts in making sure you
can keep premium costs as low as
possible. Here are some of them.

* Encourage teen drivers to keep
his or her driving records free of
accidents and moving violations
for at least three years. Many
companies grant discounts to
“safe drivers.”

¢ Enroll new drivers in a defen-
sive driving course. Some compa-
nies offer discounts for comple-
tion.

e Some companies may offer
driver awareness programs, either
online or with a smartphone app
for young drivers. Ask your insur-
ance agent or company if there is a
discount for using these programs.

* Encourage teen drivers to keep
their grades up. Many insurance
companies offer discounts or pre-
ferred rates for teens at particular
grade average levels.

* Ask your insurance company
about an “accident forgiveness”
clause that guarantees premiums

will not increase after one minor
accident.

e Consider a higher deduct-
ible and only allowing the teen
to drive the family’s oldest, least
expensive car. The type of vehicle
also will affect the policy premi-
um. SUVs, convertibles and per-
formance vehicles typically cost
more to insure than other cars.

While education and prepa-
ration can help, accidents still
happen. If you or your teen are
involved in one, make sure you
know what steps to take to stay
safe and protect your identity
when exchanging information for
a claim. The national association’s
free WreckCheck app (available
at iTunes and Google Play) guides
users through what to do — and not
do — after an accident. The app
helps drivers collect necessary
information on the spot, then im-
mediately emails a report to your
home and your insurance agent.

For teen driving tips and re-
sources, check our Kansas Insur-
ance Department’s booklet “Auto
Insurance and Shopper’s Guide,”
which you can print from our
website, www.ksinsurance.org, or
from our Facebook page, www.
facebook.com/kansasinsuran-
cedepartment. You can also go to
InsureUOnline.org to download a
Teen Driving Contract and other
helpful documents, including a
downloadable accident checklist.

Staying safe on the road just
makes good sense.

(as thieves drill into victims’ tanks

ELKO, Nev. (AP) — A mysteri-
ous gasoline thief has struck again
in rural northeast Nevada.

The Elko Daily Free Press re-
ports (tinyurl.com/kjlp2va) the
latest victims include the newspa-
per itself.

Police say the gas thieves have
hit more than a dozen vehicles the

past month, drilling holes in gas
tanks and apparently draining the
fuel into buckets.

In addition to a newspaper
truck, tanks were tapped over the
weekend at a car dealer, a laundry
and a grocery store.

Earlier targets included a city
councilman’s truck and a state-

owned SUV at NV Job Connect.

Police have no suspects. They
say they haven’t been able to es-
tablish any pattern to the thefts.

And if the price of gasoline
isn’t bad enough, authorities say
replacement tanks are costing the
victims anywhere from $500 to
$2,000.
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TO HAVE YOUR AD PLACED IN THE BUSINESS DIRECTORY
CALL KATHRYN OR SHARON TODAY AT (7851)462-3963

[ love chalk

Bailey Britton (left) and Cassie Wells chalked the sidewalk in Fike Park during Wednesday’s
Picnic in the Park, when the Jeff Wagoner family entertained the crowd.

SAM DIETER/Colby Free Press

Senior Progress Center

Come join the fun Tuesday for
backgammon at the Senior Prog-
ress Center.

Activities for the week: Mon-
day: 10:30 a.m. shuffle board.
Tuesday: 10 a.m. exercise; 10:30
a.m. backgammon. Wednesday:
sno cones. Thursday: 10 a.m.
exercise; 10:30 a.m. canasta. Fri-
day: 10 a.m. exercise; 1:30 a.m.
pool game.

Menus for the week: Monday:
Polish sausage with kraut, mashed
potatoes, corn, apricots. Tuesday:

Red Barn

Activities for the week: Mon-
day: 1:45 p.m. blood pressure
clinic; 2 p.m. Barnswallows.
Wednesday: 10 a.m. ladies’ Bible
study. Thursday: 2 p.m. Come
On Down. Friday: 9:30 a.m. Kof-
fee Klatch; 2:30 p.m. Stitch and

Chatter.
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Frito-chili-cheese  pie, water-
melon, corn chips, cinnamon roll.
Wednesday: tuna salad, tomato
soup, heavenly hash, crackers,
fruit crisp. Thursday: oven-baked
chicken, mashed potatoes, gravy,
seasoned carrots, plums. Friday:
beef and noodles, green beans,

stewed tomatoes, Watergate salad.

The Thomas County Nutri-
tion Center invites anyone 60 and
older and guests to lunch Monday
through Friday at the senior cen-
ter.

Make reservations at (785) 460-
2901 by noon the day before.

SHERIDAN COUNTY HEALTH COMPLEX

Dylan DeVries, PA-C

Is now seeing patients at the Hoxie Medical Clinic.
He is in the office Monday — Friday from 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Heather Mauck, APRN-C,
Kelly Rezac, PA-C
are also available.

Walk-ins are
welcome
7 a.m. -9 a.m.

Available at the Selden Community Clinic on
Wednesday mornings 8:30 a.m. to noon.

Call 785-675-3018 to schedule an appointment
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FaRM BUREAL FINANCIAL SERNICES

Insurnee = frvesimen

Christy Griffith, RTRP
Working to bring you th

Nancy LePell Bookkeeping

165 East 3rd - Colby, KS 67701
785-462-7428

Income Tax Preparation - Individual, Business and Estates
Accounting and Bookkeeping
Business and Financial consultation

Nancy LePell, EA, ChFC, CB
e best possible solutions

ROOFMASTERS

RESIDENTIAL
Heritage Shingles

Serving Colby for over 30 YEARS!
425 East Hill, Colby, KS
785-462-6642

Wood Shingles Licensed White TPO Single Ply
IR Shingles Bonded Modified Systems
Stone Coated Steel Insured Built up Systems

Metal Panels FREE ESTIMATES Elastomeric Coating

WHO YA GONNA CALL?

COMMERCIAL
EPDM Rubber

Fat Castella
1-800-940-8289
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FARM & INDUSTRIAL
PAINTING

Grain Bins, Barns, Morton
Sheds, Barn Repairs, Metal Roofs
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Our mission is to enhance
access available to everyone.

for lower income and we accept most types of insurance.

515 State Street, Atwood KS « 785-626-8290
www.rcdentalclinic.com (for more details)

Hours: M-F, 8-5
Emergency on Call

oral healthcare and to make
We provide a sliding fee scale

RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL « INDUSTRIAL
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* Roofing :
- Construction WA
* Remodels
* Blown in
Insulation
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Commercial:
-TPO, EPDM,
\ Duro-Last,

/ Modified, Fibered
/ and Non-Fibered
roof coatings.

# DURO-LAST ROGFING, INC.

Elite Dura-last Contractor

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION:
www.MurrayEnterprises.org

Licensed and Covered by

Office: 785-462-6908

Office Manager: 785-443-5708

Fully Insured, Bonded,

workman’s Comp.

Owner: 785-443-1339
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PROF ESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANIN G
(785) 462-6995 °
(800) 611-6735

N www.MyWindowCleaner.net
¢ Serving Colby since 1992!
Commercial * Residential * Free Estimates
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Meadow Lake
Restaurant & Lounge

Monday Nights
$1 Draws

Saturday Nights
Prime Rib

CoMlemoow [ue

=T GOLE Course & RESTAURANT

785-460-6443 -—
1085 E Golf Club Rd. * Colby, KS

NKBA

The Kitchen & Bath Professionals
« Kitchen Cabinets « Counter Tops
« Closets * Furniture + Commercial
» Entertainment Centers
» Custom Jewelry Closets

Mingo Custom Woods

1965 W. 4th St., Colby, KS - 800.320.2201
www.mingocustomwoods.com - 785.462.2200

o% Jeep

SALES & SERVICES SINCE 1919

* New Vehicle Sales - Service
+ Used Vehicle Sales + Windshield Pit Repair
 Parts * Tires

* Accessories * Towing Service

Monday - Friday 8-6, Saturday 8-Noon

785.626.3286

Fax 785.626.3717
210 State St. « Atwood, KS 67730




