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Scammers often pretend
they are collection agents

Every day, dozens of Kansans
call our office to report scams or
potential fraudulent activities.
In the past few months, we have
received an increasing number of
complaints regarding debt collec-
tion scams.

It can be a scary phone call
to receive. The caller will often
make repeated calls claiming to be
trying to collect money owed on
a payday loan. In some cases, the
scam artist has a list of past pay-
day loan customers. But, in many
cases the person being called has
never taken out a payday loan.

Usually, the caller will tell you
that you need to make a portion of
the payment immediately, or you
will be arrested. The caller will
ask for your credit card or bank
account information to process
they payment. This is just a trick
to get you to give the scammer ac-
cess to your accounts.

Our Consumer Protection in-
vestigators have traced most of
the calls to overseas. Unfortu-
nately, that means that it is diffi-
cult for law enforcement officials

Firefighters remembered on holiday

By Hannah Dreier
Associated Press

PRESCOTT, Ariz. — They re-
membered the Fourth, but also the
19.

At Bistro St. Michael on Whis-
key Row in this old West town, 19
candles burned beneath red, white
and blue bunting, one for each
firefighter killed last weekend bat-
tling a wildfire not far from the
place they called home.

In a quiet neighborhood near the
high school, which at least five of
them attended, 19 miniature U.S.
flags were planted in front yards,
each pole tied with the purple rib-

Getting ready for the Fourth

to find them and shut them down.
The best way to avoid becoming a
victim of this scam is simply to ig-
nore the calls. Here are a few other
ways you can stay safe:

* Don’t answer calls from num-
bers you do not know. If you have
caller ID, only answer calls from
people you know. Legitimate debt
collectors will leave a message
about how to return their call.

* Ask for verification in writing.
Federal law requires debt collec-
tors to send you written notice,
including how much you owe, the
name of the creditor and what ac-
tion to take if you wish to dispute
the debt.

e Report the number to your
phone company. If you receive

bon that commemorates fallen
firefighters.

At the makeshift memorial on
the fence that wrapped around the
elite Hotshots firefighting team’s
headquarters, people left 19 potted
plants, 19 pinwheels, 19 handwrit-
ten cards, 19 religious candles.

On a day meant to ponder the
nation’s birth, and those who built
and defended it over 237 years,
Prescott’s residents had 19 of their
neighbors, their friends, their rela-
tives to remember.

Children climbed over fire
trucks at the town of 40,000’s sig-
nature all-day, over-the-top July
Fourth carnival.

Many of the more than 10,000

TO HAVE YOUR AD PLACED IN
THE BUSINESS DIRECTORY
CALL KATHRYN OR SHARON
TODAY AT (7831462-3963

Looking for wheat straw
or damaged wheat to hale

Kroskob Brothers Farms

Custom Haying and Farming

Will Prepay to secure Acres
Call for Pricing
Brandon: 970-380-4256 or Travis: 970-380-6853

~
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BUSINESS HOURS
TUE-FRI 2-6 PM
SAT 12-5 PM
ACCEPTING CREDIT
AND DEBIT CARDS
1745 Taylor Ave-, Colby
(170 EXIT 53)

W\ 785-269-775T1 'Ify
facebook-com/beethrifty

repeated, harassing

Derek phone calls from the
° same phone number,
Schmidt call you phone com-
pany and ask them

. AttOPney to block that number
GeneI’a,l from I\?ontactlr}g you.

¢ Never give out

personal information

over the phone. Keep
your credit card and bank account
numbers safe, and never share
them over the phone with some-
one you do not know.

e Check your credit report. If
you receive calls to collect a debt
you do not owe, there’s a chance
your identity has been stolen. Visit
www.annualcreditreport.com  to
get a free copy of your report from

Kids and grownups alike kept the Stephens fireworks stand busy at the County Fairgrounds
on the Fourth of July. Customers were coming in even as the big show was about to start.

HEATHER ALWIN/Colby Free Press

the three major credit bureaus
once a year, and contact them
right away if you see an account
you do not recognize.

If you believe you have been a
victim of this or any other scam,
please contact the Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office by calling (800) 432-
2310, or visit our website at www.
ag ks.gov to file a complaint.
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waiting in line for rides.

Resident Todd Lynd said the
festival provided a way for the
town to mourn its dead without
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it’s been intensified by the trag-
edy. It’s open arms around here
right now,” he said as he watched
bands play in front of a banner
commemorating the fallen fire-
fighters.

Fire Department division chief
Don Devendorf read the names of
the fallen men as 19 single fire-
works burst overhead.

All 2013 New GMC'’s ~ Light Hail discounts!
Finley Motors, Inc.

1520 Hwy. 27, Goodland, KS © Toll free: (800) 525-3701 « "Your volume & variety dealer!”
svic  www.finleymotorsinc.com

Rural American Realty & Auction Company LLC
Land - Residential - Commercial www.ruralamericanrealty.com

1900 E 25th St, Hays, KS 67601

TaraDirks -
Agent g

Grinnell, KS
dirkstara@gmail.com
785-443-0385

Serving
Northwest
Kansas
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Gunnysack Greeting Cards
“Cards that have the guts to tell it like it is”
Sarcastic & Silly

Very Blunt & Unusual
Not for the easily Offended

Created by Ellis, KS resident

— Tracy Augustine

Stop by to check out the wonderful selection or go online at
www.gunnysackgreetings.com
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Dusty Locksmith
and Security

Lock installation, repair,
replacement and rekeying.
Lockouts: Home-Auto-
Business. Safe cracking &
combination change.

785-405-0068

THIS COULD BE
YOUR AD!

Gall Today!
189-462-3963

Buffalo Bill
Cultural Center
785-671-1000

We're booking Graduation,
& Wedding Receptions.

Call us to book your next
business meeting!

ﬂ Follow us on Facebook!

Dr. Tom Barlow
DENTIST

Lois for Rent
$175 Month

(includes water, sewer & storage shed)

FREE Month with approved application

Friendly Acres
Mobile Home Park
1150 S. Franklin, Colby

Call 785-462-6445

785-460-7538

Appointments
Readily Available

505 H N. Franklin, Colby
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Live at the resort in your

$450 monthly rent - includes

Swimming pool, hot tubs, clean restrooms, Propane available,
clubhouse and laundry room, and store!
We only have a few sites available for monthly guests, so call us now.

High Plains RV Resort ¢ (785)672-3538 - www.HighPlainsCamping.com
We sell PROPANE PROPANE PROPANE!

RV Oakley/Colby!

Live in your RV at the #1
rated RV resort in Kansas.

water, sewer & cable TV!

Langer Industrial Service

2022 County Road 11 - Levant, KS 67743 « 785-586-2208
Monday - Friday 8 a.m. -5 p.m.

We pay cash up to for all scrap metal*

Brass < Copper * Aluminum - Batteries ¢ Electric motors « Cars
+ Combines « Farm Equipment « Prepared/Unprepared Iron and Tin
+ Container Service « Off site baling and car crushing
* Limited pickup service available
Schedule deliveries after normal business hours by appointment when necessary.

* Some Conditions Apply

‘ﬁf

|{‘A|\|sas

nsurance..‘c

Formerly THOMA S

INSURANCE
AGENCY

490 N. Franklin
785-462-3939

+ Home & Auto

+ Farm & Crop

+ Business Insurance

+ Boat, Motorcycle, RV

-‘ Nationwide’
Dennis Tubbs == Agribusiness
dtubbs@kansasins.com On Your Side*

www.kansasins.com

High Plains Pizza

Now Open AtHighPlains RV Resort

Behind the
Colonial Steakhouse

YES! We deliver to Oakley!

(189) 6712-2222

Made for Me.

824 Main, PO Box 378
Hoxie, KS 67740

HSI

HOXIE STATE INSURANCE, INC.

(785) 675.3263 - Fax (785) 675.3721

115 S. State St.
Winona, KS 67764
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J["ERMITE &
EST CONTROL

1-800-536-2704
www.hinkletermite.com

JOE HESKETT © OWNER o 785-545-6868 (CELL)
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Owned & Operated by Janene Woodall

Apartments - Homes - Commercial

CALL785-443-2010

Experienced and Referenced
i We also contract Maintenance & Cleaning Jobs




