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Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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Difficulty Level 7/11

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 7/10

Lay That Pistol Down
If someone points a gun at your head, it is a 

good idea – as a matter of self-preservation – to 
disarm him if you can safely do so. An analogous 
situation arises at the bridge table when a particu-
lar opponent threatens your chances of making 
the contract. In that case, you should do all you 
can to eliminate the threat.

Consider this deal where West leads a heart and 
you win East’s ten with the queen. Obviously, 
you’ll have no trouble making three notrump if 
West has the king of clubs. Indeed, in that case a 
successful fi nesse would net you 11 or 12 tricks.

But if you begin by attacking clubs and East 
has the king, you might not make the contract. 
This could occur if West started with fi ve or six 
hearts and the ace of spades.

Once you recognize the nature of the threat 
posed by West, it is not diffi cult to fi nd the right 
countermeasure. So at trick two you lead the 
queen (or jack) of spades instead of attacking 
clubs. This play virtually eliminates any chance 
of going down.

If West has the ace and takes it, you plan to 
duck his heart return and win the next heart. 
When you now try the club fi nesse, you’re on 
safe ground. Even if the fi nesse loses, either East 
will not have a heart to lead (because West had 
fi ve originally), or East will have a heart (because 
he started with four, which means that West had 
only four).

Of course, if West does not take the fi rst spade, 
you can then turn your attention to the club suit 
to guarantee making nine tricks. Thus, whatever 
West does when you lead the fi rst spade, the con-
tract is assured by attacking spades fi rst.

(c)2013 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Q: Grand Rapids Desk Co. made our ma-
hogany roll-top desk. It is 46 inches tall, 40 
inches wide and 28 inches deep. We were told 
when we bought it that it had been used at the 
old Angus Hotel in St. Paul, Minn. What can 
you tell me about the desk and its value?

A: The Grand Rapids Desk Co. was in business 
in Grand Rapids, Mich., from 1893 to 1898. The 
company moved to Muskegon, Mich., in 1898 
following a fi re at the Grand Rapids factory, but 
it kept the same corporate name. 

If the company mark on your desk reads “Mus-
kegon,” the desk was made after 1898. Grand 
Rapids Desk Co. manufactured desks and other 
offi ce furniture in mahogany and oak. Many were 
sold to hotels in the Midwest. 

From 1911 to 1971, the Angus Hotel occupied 
a Victorian apartment building built in 1887 at the 
corner of Selby and Western avenues just west of 
downtown St. Paul. The fact that your desk may 
have been used at the hotel probably does not 
increase its value, except to a St. Paul collector. 
But high-quality antique roll-top desks like those 
made by the Grand Rapids Desk Co. are valu-
able. One auctioned for $1,400 a few years ago.

Q: I have a bell imprinted “MS Bremen 
1911.” It looks like it’s made of brass. It has 
a hanger and a clanger. I cannot fi nd any in-
formation about this on the Internet. Is this 
worth much?

A: The MS Bremen was a ship owned by North 
German Lloyd Steamship Co. The initial “MS” 
indicates it was a motor ship and had an internal 
combustion engine. It was launched in 1896 and 
made trips from Bremen, Germany, to New York 
and from Bremen to Australia beginning in 1897. 
Her last trip to Australia was in 1911. 

The date on your bell may commemorate that 
voyage, but it was made much later. After World 
War I, the ship belonged to a British company. 
It was sold again and renamed twice before be-
ing scrapped in 1929. Reproductions of this bell 
have been made. Often it is mounted with an 
anchor-shape bracket so it can be hung on a wall. 
We have seen examples of this bell selling in the 
United Kingdom for about $20 to $40.

Q: My antique fl ow-blue platter belonged 
to my great-grandmother. She brought it to 
America from Germany in the 1860s. 

The oriental pattern includes two houses 
and other buildings, two fi gures and two large 
birds fl ying above treetops. The printed mark 
on the underside of the eight-sided platter is 
a phoenix above the words “Chusan” and “J. 
Clementson.” The word “Clementson” is im-
pressed. Please tell me history and value.

A: Your platter was made in England by Joseph 
Clementson and possibly dates from as early as 
the 1840s. Clementson operated his pottery at the 
Phoenix Works in Shelton, Hanley, in the Staf-
fordshire District from about 1839 to 1864, but 
the phoenix mark was introduced in the 1840s. 

Several English manufacturers of fl ow-blue 
china (patterns with deliberately smudged blue 
designs) made oriental patterns named “Chusan,” 
but the designs are not identical. Your platter, if in 
excellent condition, would sell for $150 to $200.

(c) 2013 by Cowles Syndicate Inc.
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