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Baby Blues °® Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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Mother Goose and Grimm ® Mike Peters

YOU WANT TO THROW
JACKIE A THEME BABY
SHOWER?
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BESIDES, I NEED TO
MAKE [T UP TO JACKIE FOR
DEMANDING TO KNOW THE

BABY’S GENDER. AND [T
WAS NEVER EVEN ABOUT
THE GENDER.
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WORRIED
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SHUTTING
ME OUT.
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ATTEMPT TO WORM JTHIS STARTED

MIGNON
BOUQUET?

HAVE ANY
LONG-STEM
PORK CHOPS?

NoO

C) 2013 PATRILK GOBERTS 5T, BY KIMG FEATORES SYND.

HAVE
HONEY-

DEW
MELON,
CANTALOUPE,
STRAW-
BERRIES

AND
GRAPES!

Vi

Zits ®* Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott
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® Antiques and
Collecting

Commodes
find new uses

A small table
next to the bed is
necessary today
to hold a lamp,
cellphone, clock
and perhaps a
book, eyeglasses
and tissues.

But in past
centuries the
table might have
held a candle-
stick with a han-
dle to carry to
the bedroom for
light. It also had
to store items
that acted as the
toilets of the day.
The potty, a large
round but squat
bowl, served as
the toilet seat. A
large, tall bowl
with a cover was
used to hold waste until morning. Covered sec-
tions of the table held and hid everything, so the
bedside “table” really was a commode.

But only the wealthy and royalty had such lux-
urious equipment. Most people had an outhouse
near the back of the yard.

The flush toilet is older than most people think.
Leonardo da Vinci designed a flush toilet, but
it was never made and people thought the idea
was as ridiculous as another one of his ideas, the
airplane. The first flushing toilet was made by
Sir John Harrington for the Queen of England
in 1596. It was improved in 1775 by Alexander
Cummings, and soon the “water closet” made
of porcelain was installed in homes in a special
room.

Although they’re no longer needed, antique
commodes still sell well and are used as bedside
tables with storage for books. They can be found
in many styles. The drawer-table combination is
useful and copies ignore original use.

Q: I have a battery-operated toy called ‘“Mc-
Gregor.” It’s an old man wearing a plaid coat
and tam, smoking a cigar and holding a cane.
It’s in the original box, which reads “Rosko
Toys with Imagination.” I would like to know
how old it is and what it’s worth.

A: This is a well-known toy made in Japan by
TN Nomura in the 1960s and imported by Rosko,
an import company in Tokyo active in the 1950s
and ‘60s. McGregor stands up, “smokes” his ci-
gar, exhales smoke through his mouth, sits down,
takes another puff, closes his eyes and exhales
through his nose. The end of the cigar lights up
when he puts the cigar in his mouth. Replicas are
being made. The value of your toy is about $150.

Tip: When moving a chest of drawers or a
cabinet with doors a long distance, tape the draw-
ers and doors shut with masking tape, or tie them
shut with rope.

(c) 2013 by Cowles Syndicate Inc.

This George Ill mahogany
piece is a commode, not a
table. It was made in the
18th century to hold the
necessary night-time “toi-
let” equipment behind tam-
bour doors. It sold for $950
at a New Orleans sale in
October.

Bridge ° Steve Becker
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The bidding:
South West North  East
2 Pass 2NT Pass
3e Pass 3 Pass
3NT Pass 4% Dble

Pass Pass 6
Opening lead — three of clubs.
Famous Hand

This deal occurred in the 1990 World Open
Pairs, held in Geneva. The hero of the deal was
Ralph Katz, who, partnered by Peter Nagy, fin-
ished second in the event.

Katz held the West hand and sat quietly as his
opponents reached six diamonds on the auction
shown. South’s two-spade opening was weak
and promised no more than a good five-card suit.
North then employed a series of relay bids by
which he learned that South had a minimum with
precisely 5-1-4-3 distribution.

Katz led his singleton club, and declarer rose
with the ace and played the A-K-Q of hearts,
discarding his two remaining clubs. South then
started on the right track to making the slam by
leading a low diamond to the seven. After the
seven lost to the jack, declarer could ruff a heart
in his hand, pick up West’s king of diamonds via
two finesses and then collect five spade tricks by
cashing the ace and taking a finesse against East’s
queen. South would lose only one trump trick on
this line of play and would make the slam for a
score of 920 points.

But a funny thing happened on the way to 12
tricks. When declarer led a diamond to the seven
at trick five, Katz won the trick with the king! He
then returned a spade, allowing declarer to pick
up East’s queen and establish the spade suit.

Understandably, South now thought he was
home free. With the jack of diamonds “marked”
on his right, he led a diamond to the ace, planning
to finesse against East’s jack next (if necessary)
and so score the rest of the tricks. But when East
showed out on the second diamond, declarer real-
ized he had been had, and he immediately offered
his congratulations to Katz for his brilliant decep-
tive play.
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Family Circus ° Bil Keane
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“l don’t need a hug this time!
WE WON!”

Conceptis Sudoku * Dave Green
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This is a logic-based num- |3|1|8(6|4|7]|2|5|9
ber placement puzzle. 5|7]1213/1/9]18|4/6:
The goal is to enter a num- 416/9/2/5/817/13
ber, 1-9,ineachcellinwhich 6/5/417/8/3/1/9]2

112/3(9/6/4(5|8]|7
eacﬁ row, columi? and 3x3 98 7(1 25634
regionmustcontainonlyone [5T2T115/3/6]9128
instance of each numeral. slolslal7l2(36/1
The solution to the last [2]3|6[8/9|1|4|7|5|

Sudoku puzzle is at right.

Cryptoquip

QTSWU ZNXKJIC HQCLIJV
IPQJ JVGLFQUUV ZQYIK ZIQUK

NWJ NS QZWKIZIXJ] KPNT

TNCYICK: Q FQCXLI-HNCI,

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: SMALL, REMOTE
WILDERNESS SHOPS WHERE PEOPLE WENT TO
ENGAGE IN ANGRY RANTS: TIRADING POSTS.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: S equals F

Crossword ° Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 39 Amateur DOWN 21 Pickle
1 Venom- golfers 10n con-
ous viper 41 Local 2 Antitoxins tainer
4 Autumn ordi- 3 Hammer- 23 Hawaiian
mo. nances head garland
7 Edibles 43 Sprite part 25 Not

11 Abound 44 Double 4 Rowing working

13 Boxing agent need 26 Approach
legend 46 Luxury 5 Staff 27 Blunders

14 Operatic boat leader? 28 Impale
solo 50 Ms. 6 “— 29 Sacred

15 Sandwich Moore Andron- 30 MPs’
cookie 53 Arctic icus” quarry

16 The R in bird 7 1966-71 31 Neither
AARP 55 Nastase sitcom Rep. nor

17 Pinochle of tennis 8 Raw Dem.
tactic lore mineral 35 Seek

18 Bamboo 56 Verbal 9 Lubricate damages
eater 57 Anger 10 Papa 38 Pair

20 Honshu 58 Scepters 12 Sitcom 40 Take
volcano 59 Alluring since to the

22 Right 60 Yule 2009 skies
angle quaff 19 Matter- 42 Dis-

24 Contact 61 Obtain horn, e.g. patched
lens 45 Overseas
cleaner, coin
e.g. 47 Stop up

28 Wrinkly 48 Stash
dog 49 Exam

32 Actress 50 Spanish
Winona 38-Down

33 Suburb, 51 Before
maybe 52 Upper

34 Office- limit, for
holders short

36 Winged 54 Small

37 In the air Saturday’s answer 7-15 barrel
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