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This week, County crews were out sealing a stretch of Old 24 between Brewster and Levant (above and left). Thomas
County road workers were sealing streets in Brewster in 100+ degree weather last Friday. After the streets were oiled
and crews press a layer of rock into the sticky goo, Darrin Bell, a highway department employee, swept off the loose

gravel (above).

HEATHER ALWIN/Colby Free Press

Drowning is fast and silent, watch kids around water

It’s a warm summer day and you’re at
the pool with your kids. Your cell phone
rings and you answer it, shifting your fo-
cus from your kids to the conversation.

Children can get into trouble in a mat-
ter of seconds when around water, so Safe
Kids Kansas recommends that parents ac-
tively supervise children when they are in
or near the water.

Drowning is the second highest cause
of unintentional death for children ages 1
to 4 in both the U.S. and Kansas.

“Kids drown quickly and quietly,”
said Cherie Sage, Safe Kids Kansas. “A
drowning child can’t cry or shout for
help. The most important precaution for
parents is active supervision. Simply be-
ing near your child is not necessarily su-
pervising.”

Safety tips from Safe Kids Kansas to
keep your children safe around pools and

spas this summer:

e Never leave your child unattended
around water, even for a moment. There
is no room for compromise on this one.
Stay where you can see, hear and reach
kids in water. Infants or toddlers should
be within arm’s reach of an adult at all
times.

e Put the cell phone away, forget about
all the other things you have to do and
give young children 100 percent of your
attention when they are near or around
water. This is the time to avoid distrac-
tions of any kind. If children are near wa-
ter, then they should be the only thing on
your mind.

e Empty all tubs, buckets, containers
and wading pools immediately after use.
Store them upside down and out of chil-
dren’s reach. Small children can drown in
as little as one inch of water.

* When there are several adults present
and children are swimming, use the Water
Watcher card strategy, which designates
an adult as the Water Watcher for a cer-
tain amount of time (such as 15-minute
periods) to prevent lapses in supervision.
Download a Water Watcher card at www.
safekids.org.

* Every child is different, so enroll chil-
dren in swimming lessons when you feel
they are ready. Teach them how to tread
water, float and stay near the pool’s edge
when they are first learning to swim, but
don’t assume swimming lessons make
your child immune to drowning. There is
no substitute for active supervision.

* Teach children to swim with a partner,
every time. From the start, teach children
to never go near or in water without an
adult present.

* Remember that swimming aids such

as water wings or noodles are fun toys,
but they should never be relied upon for
safety and cannot be used in place of a
U.S. Coast Guard-approved personal flo-
tation device.

* Don’t leave toys in or near the pool,
where they could attract unsupervised
kids.

* Make sure backyard pools have four-
sided fencing that’s at least four feet high
and a self-closing, self-latching gate to
prevent a child from wandering into the
pool area unsupervised.

* Educate your children about the dan-
gers of drain entanglement and entrap-
ment and teach them to never play or
swim near drains or suction outlets.

e If you do have pool or spa drains, pro-
tective measures include anti-entrapment
drain covers and a safety vacuum release
system to automatically release suction

and shut down the pump should entrap-
ment occur. Go to www.PoolSafety.gov
for a list of manufacturers of certified
COVers.

 Keep rescue equipment, a phone and
emergency numbers by the pool.

e Parents have a million things to do,
but learning CPR should be on the top of
the list. Local hospitals, fire departments
and recreation departments offer CPR
training.

Even a near-drowning incident can
have lifelong consequences. Kids who
survive a near-drowning may have brain
damage.

For information about drowning and
water safety, call Safe Kids Kansas at
(785) 296-0351 or visit www.safekids.
org.
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TO HAVE YOUR AD PLACED IN THE BUSINESS DIRECTORY CALL KATHRYN OR SHARON TODAY AT (785)462-3963
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lonklng inr wneat straw NOW available at Oasis Travel_ Centerin COLBY... Rural American Realty&Auction Company LLC
) Gunnysack Greeting Cards Land - Residential - Commercial www.ruralamericanrealty.com
ordamaged wheatto hale Cards that have the guts to tell it like it is” , 1900 € 25th St, Hays, KS 67601
“*:Jij; / Sarcastic & Silly TaraDirks —
Kroskob Brothers Farms Very Blunt & Unusual Agent
. 3 Not for the easily Offended Grinnell, KS
Custom Haying and Farming . .
 Fiunon Created by Ellis, KS resident dirkstara@gmail.com
Will Prepay to secure Acres —— Tracy Augustine 785-443-0385 Serving
Call for Pricing Stop by to check out the wonderful selection or go online at Northwest
Brandon: 970-380-4256 or Travis: 970-380-6853 AN www.gunnysackgreetings.com ) Kansas
) ) . .
) Dusty Locksmith | | DI. TOM Barlow | [ipiversdi-si &
BUSINESS HOURS and Security DENTIST
TUE-FRI 2-6 PM . : . $175 Month
SAT 12-5 PM reL(Tecllc(e”r’:f;?lliaat:\O dnll“er:sailr:, 785-460-7538 (includes water, sewer & storage shed)
AZ%CDEPD‘ZQ{’?_ gﬁg‘%f;— Fljockouts: Home-Au)t/o-g. FREE Month with approved application nsur ance NG
1145 Taylor Ave-, Colby Business. Safe cracking & Appointments Friendly Acres Formedy TH@MA'S
(170 EXIT 53) combination change. Readily Available Mobile Home Park lell.ElH!:E

facebook-com/beethrifty

785-405-0068

505 H N.

Franklin, Colby

Call 785-462-6445
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Live at the resort in your
RV Oakley/Colby!

Live in your RV at the #1
rated RV resort in Kansas.
$450 monthly rent - includes
water, sewer & cable TV!
Swimming pool, hot tubs, clean restrooms, Propane available,
clubhouse and laundry room, and store!

We only have a few sites available for monthly guests, so call us now.

High Plains RV Resort ¢ (785)672-3538 - www.HighPlainsCamping.com
We sell PROPANE PROPANE PROPANE!

Langer Industrial Service

2022 County Road 11 - Levant, KS 67743 « 785-586-2208

Monday - Friday 8 a.m.-5p.m.

We pay cash up to for all scrap metal*

Brass < Copper * Aluminum - Batteries ¢ Electric motors « Cars
+ Combines « Farm Equipment « Prepared/Unprepared Iron and Tin
+ Container Service « Off site baling and car crushing
* Limited pickup service available
Schedule deliveries after normal business hours by appointment when necessary.

* Some Conditions Apply

Dennis Tubbs

dtubbs@kansasins.com

490 N. Franklin
785-462-3939

+ Home & Auto

+ Farm & Crop

+ Business Insurance
+ Boat, Motorcycle, RV

Nationwide’
Agribusiness

On Your Side*

HSI

824 Main, PO Box 378
Hoxie, KS 67740

HOXIE STATE INSURANCE, INC.

(785) 675.3263 - Fax (785) 675.3721

115 S. State St.
Winona, KS 67764
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"ERMITE &
EST CONTROL

1-800-536-2704
www.hinkletermite.com

JOE HESKETT ® OWNER e 785-545-6868 (CELL)
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High Plains Pizza

At High Plains RV Resort

Now Open

B -'-i" 48,

Madc for Me.

Behind the
Colonial Steakhouse

YES! We deliver to Oakley!

(189) 6712-2222




