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Cryptoquip

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  
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Difficulty Level 7/25

Dear Heloise: I am writing to you to see if you 
can help me with a problem. My husband was a 
mechanic, and he has a lot of tools. He is now 
retired. I am going through his tools, and a lot 
of them have rust on them. I would like to clean 
them up. Can you help me? – Beverly in Florida

You are going to love this easy and cheap hint. 
It’s one of my favorite products: vinegar! Place 
small tools in undiluted white or apple-cider vin-
egar and let sit overnight or longer. Once they 
have soaked, scrub with a small brush, then rinse 
and dry well. Vinegar is such a great product to 
have on hand. I have put together a pamphlet of 
all my favorite vinegar hints. To order, send $5 
and a long, self-addressed, stamped (66 cents) 
envelope to: Heloise/Vinegar, P.O. Box 795001, 
San Antonio, TX 78279-5001. Have screws and 
bolts with rust on them? Soak them in vinegar to 
remove buildup. – Heloise

P.S.: Tools are very personal to folks who have 
used them for a lifetime. So, don’t throw out 
something you may think is not important with-
out permission.

TRAVEL HINT
Dear Heloise: I have a separate wallet that I use 

when I travel. I go through my daily wallet and 
transfer only the necessities I will need to take 
with me on my trip. That way, I am not carrying 
everything with me, and if I lose my wallet, I am 
having to cancel and replace only a few things. – 
Steve in California

Smart, Steve! A good “road warrior” hint in-
deed! – Heloise

PUZZLE FRAMES
Dear Heloise: I am a puzzle lover and want to 

frame my artwork. How can this be done with-
out investing in saws, unfi nished frames, etc.? I 
do not have access to websites, and the local li-
brary is 45 minutes away. – One Piece at a Time, 
Saltillo, Miss.

There are mats to work puzzles on. What if 
you glued the puzzle to that, trimmed it and then 
bought an inexpensive frame to fi t? Readers, do 
you have any suggestions? Write in and let me 
know. – Heloise

ALARM-CLOCK FOLLOW-UP
Dear Heloise: Fluorescent green numerals on 

your alarm clock (that shine too brightly – He-
loise) bothering you? Use a “newspaper” plastic 
bag. Cut to size for the face of the clock and tape 
in place. Try different colors of bags until you 
fi nd the one that’s best for your situation. I pre-
fer the blue color. It’s easy on the eyes, but still 
light enough to see the time through it easily. -- A 
Reader in Pennsylvania
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Clean off rust
in vinegar soak

Family Circus • Bil Keane
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Difficulty Level 7/26

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Bridge • Steve Becker

Hints from
Heloise

•
Heloise

Bidding Quiz
1. Four Spades. You could double (if you play 

that for penalties) and probably beat two clubs 
badly if the bidding ended there, but your double 
would have to survive a pass by each of the oth-
ers at the table before you could start counting 
your chickens. However, it is more likely that 
your opponents will discover a heart or diamond 
fi t – perhaps quite a good one – if you double, 
and it is therefore better to leap directly to four 
spades. (If you play “splinter bids,” an alternative 
would be to bid four hearts, indicating spade sup-
port and a singleton or void in hearts.)

It would be wrong to bid only three spades, 
which partner could pass. Once partner opens 
with one spade, it is hard to imagine how you 
could lose four tricks.

2. Three hearts. Most players would treat a 
two-spade or three-club bid in this sequence as 
competitive and not forcing, so it is better to 
make a bid that leads to game. You hope partner 
will answer three hearts with three spades, which 
you will raise to four. If he rebids three notrump, 
indicating heart strength, you plan to pass, while 
if he bids four clubs or four diamonds, you will 
raise to fi ve.

3. Double. Game is not absolutely certain, so 
it is best to take the sure profi t. You can probably 
beat two diamonds two or three tricks.

4. Four diamonds. Slam is certainly a possibil-
ity, and the question is how to get that message 
across to partner. Four diamonds shows fi rst-
round control of that suit and interest in a slam; if 
you were interested only in game, you would bid 
fi ve clubs over four.

The next step is up to partner. If he bids four 
spades or four notrump, you are on your way to 
six or seven, but if all he does is bid fi ve clubs, 
you will pass because of the danger of losing two 
spade tricks. You would want to be in six if part-
ner had something like:    
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